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Abstract

This dissertation looks at democracy in Lebanooguntry that has a pluralistic
society with many societal cleavages. The subjéc¢his study is the consolidation of
democracy in Lebanon, described by Arend Lijphartaa‘consociational democracy”.

The research question and sub-question posed are:

1- How consolidated is democracy in Lebanon?

2- What are the challenges facing the consolidaifatemocracy in Lebanon?

The preamble of the 1926 Lebanese Constitutionadexlithe country to be a
parliamentary democratic republic. The politicagimree is a democracy, but one that is
not built on the rule of the majority in numbersce the numbers do not reflect the
history of the country and its distinguishing claeaistics. The division of power is built
on religion, which defies the concept prevailingnaestern democracies of the separation
between church and state. As the internal andxtexreal conditions change, sometimes
in a violent manner, the democracy in the countityssurvives. Today, after the war that
ravaged Lebanon from 1975 to 1990, the Syrian catboip that lasted until 2005, the
Israeli war in the summer of 2006, and the roadtdom the face of the overdue
presidential election in 2008, democracy is stillggling to stay alive in the country.
There is no denying or ignoring the challenges i attempts against democracy in

Lebanon from 1975 to the present. Even with thdsslenges, there are some strong
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elements that let democracy survive all these pagdénts. The reasons and events of the
1975-1995 war are still being sorted out and omyony will clear that up. Can we say
today that the Consociational democracy in Lebaisoconsolidated? To answer this
guestion Linz & Stepan's three elements of a casfetgld democracy are used as the
criteria: the constitution of the land, people’sitatle towards democracy and their
behavior. The analysis examines the Lebanese @ditst, surveys about people's
attitude towards democracy, and reported eventstabheir behavior, such as political
demonstrations and political violence narratedhi@ media. The findings of this study
show that although the Lebanese find democracyeagylthe only game in town, the
consolidation of democracy in the country stilldacsome challenges, both internal and
external. The study also shows that the critesedufor western democracies need to be

adjusted to apply to a society such as the onebahon: plural, religious and traditional.
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Introduction

In 1974, Lebanon was governed under a democrafjicnes and was given a
Freedom House rating of Free and a Polity IV rath® out of 10 for democracy. As a
result of fifteen years of war starting in 1975, @stupation by an authoritarian regime
for another fifteen years and an invasion by anotieéghboring country, Lebanon lost
significant ground in its democracy and freedonkiag. The country is now gradually
obtaining better scores on the Freedom House g#ing the Polity IV scale. Presidential
elections took place in 2008, and parliamentargtelas in June of 2009. After years of
being rated Not Free by Freedom House (startintPirb) and an interruption of rating
by Polity 1V, it is currently rated as Partly Fraad has a score of 8 for democracy by
Polity IV. Add to that the fact that the countrgisha plural society made up of eighteen
different religious sects and seventy-eight pdditigarties at last count, all of whom share
in the governing process. There are also thousahédstive nhon-governmental agencies
and associations. The country has a multitude wfspapers and commercial television
and radio stations that are independent from theemonent. With such a background,
and having gone through major conflicts and viogefar the last three decades, how can
the regime in Lebanon be described today, and tat \@bgree is the democracy in the
country stable or consolidated? Located at thetlefathe Middle East, it is definitely
affected by the tension in the area, but at theestaime its regime could offer a template

to be used in the neighboring Arab countries.
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The works that examine democracy range from thediions of democracy
(Dahl, 1988) to those concerned with the role o #lites and political parties
(Eldersveld, 1989, 2000; Huntington, 1968, 199jphart, 1977; Putnam, 1976, 1993,
1995; Yesilada, 1999, 2002;), to those distingmghbetween the different levels of
democracy and the role of education and economieldement in the promotion of
democracy (Inglehart 1997, 2005), and those expidnow to measure the consolidation
of democracy (Linz & Stepan, 1996). In western deratic theory, democracy thrives
on conflict, and on mass participation channeledubh political parties and/or local
associations or non-governmental organizationsteQaifew authors have looked at
social and moral capital, the role of institutionBe importance of non-profits and
volunteer associations in instilling trust and reating strong community ties (Almond &
Verba, 1989; O’Connell, 1999; Putnam, 2000; Rel@% Salomon, 1999; Selznick,

1992). How do these factors play out in the denmcha Lebanon?

Before examining the regime in Lebanon, a cultaral historical overview of the
country is necessary to shed light on the partrdida of its political system. In studying
the democracy in Lebanon, we should keep in miatldhy political system is a product
of the society it is regulating, and is influenday the local values, traditions, history,
economy and many other local factors. The politgyatem cannot be imported as one
imports a washing machine or a refrigerator; ittdlaome from within (Sayah, 2001).
At the same time, and to a certain degree, theigalisystem also influences the society

of which it is a part (Almond & Verba, 1989). Ceasiently, and before we study the

www.manaraa.com



unigue system in place in Lebanon, it is necessaryave the relevant historical and

cultural contexts.
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Historical and Cultural Background of Lebanon

The Lebanese society is a plural society made ugigtfteen different religious
sects with different ideological, ethnic, and ctddulines. It is made up of segments
divided along what Harry Eckstein (in Lijphart, I®7“calls ‘segmental cleavages’.
Segmental cleavages may be of a religious, idecdbglinguistic, regional, cultural,
racial or ethnic nature. A further characteristi@@lural society is that political parties,
interest groups, media of communication, schoaid, \@luntary associations tend to be
organized along the lines of segmental cleavadagih@art, 1977: 3, 4). His words very
closely describe the Lebanese social and poliscahes. This make-up of the society
necessitates a special type of democracy that cesspiee demands of all factions and
avoids the tyranny of the majority, as well as tfahe minority. In a society as plural as
that of Lebanon, it is not enough to simply livegether or side-by-side. As Kareem
Pakradoni declares in a popular talk show on th€ lti@evision station “that is easy to
do and is done in many countries around the woflile key and what should be
accomplished is to govern together, to share tiweepoDemocracy allows for that, and

where democracy has entered it does not leave!7R00

The preamble of the 1926 Lebanese Constitutionadeslthe country as a
parliamentary democratic republic. The independeinoen the French Mandate was
gained in 1943 under the same constitution andaioNal Pact” that lasted until 1975.

In 1975 the Middle East conflict exploded on thédarese soil, or, to use the words of
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Ghassan Tueni, a prominent statesman and journalisn “the war of others exploded

on the Lebanese territory.”

The war started in April of 1975, sparked by anideat between Palestinian
refugees and the Kataeb political party. Two statets issued in July of 1975, one by
the council of the Maronite Bishops and anothethgyStanding Committee of National
Dialogue, addressed the causes that led to theosgpl of the war in April. The
Committee was made up of personalities from differeeligious, professional and
political backgrounds, including professors, raligs men, politicians and parliament
members. The following is a direct translation aabte of the two statements
published inAn-Naharnewspaper in its July 24,1975 edition for the Bsti statement,

and of July 251975 for the Committee of National Dialogue.

The Council of Bishops published An-Naharnewspaper on July 24, 1975, page

4 related the causes of the war to the following:

e “Decline in morality and values

e Lack of feeling of responsibility

e Rampant corruption

e Poverty and feeling of deprivation

e Social struggle between a destructive left andtafigel right
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e Absence of government, paralysis of institutioms] disabling the role of
the army

e Gates to the country wide open to strangers

e Freedom turned into chaos

e Proliferation of arms

e Personal gain overcame common good.”

The statement issued by the Standing Committeeadiohll Dialogue saw the

reasons for the violent explosions as follows:

“Internal Causes

Absence of government.

e Reactive behavior of the Lebanese citizen andyadsumptions,
along with rumors that incite violent reactions agoparties,
families, factions and individuals.

e The distortion of freedom into chaos.

e Violent tendencies and currents replaced the iotera between
liberties and cultures.

e Worsening of the social and economic discrepanbiesveen

regions and factions.
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Worsening of the rigid and traditional tribalism agesult of the
government encouragement to it and of the stoctfreyms. Also
as a result of the government discriminating adahmes opposition
parties.

Neglecting to strengthen the army and the intesaalrity forces.
Appearance of political movements based on the icbom that
tribal, feudal, and patriarchal violence cannotfbeght through
democracy but only through violence.

Deformation of the traditional political partiesofn means of
democratic competition into militias that imposeithwill through
violence.

Lack of government response to the demands of Isocia
associations, syndicates, women and students utilegsesorted
to strikes and violence.

Disagreement about the national identity and steugaground
national destiny.

Failing at fulfilling national duties, a failure dh weakens national
spirit and the feeling of trust among the citizehshe same nation.
It also leads to the feeling that the vertical gitowof one

confession is but a threat to the existence of dtieers, and
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therefore necessitates a race to be armed fodstdfise and to
protect their acquired rights.

e Collapse of spiritual values, be it Christian or $4on or moral
values.

e Many infractions of the laws, of security and of toally agreed

upon pacts by armed Lebanese and Palestinianseriacti

External Causes

e Foreign intelligence agencies using money, armstarrdrists all
over the world to murder personalities and to elabe rival
political groups.

e Attempt by Israel to create an internal front tcstdict the
Palestinians and to ruin the Lebanese model of deatio
cohabitation and to stop the progress of nationayu

e In a new world order of international tendency tadgaviolence,
nuclear balance, imperialism under a new form wefdilng up the
world, spending on technology and the balance af fiestead of
spending on development and aid to poor counttigse is a
belief in the third world, and in Lebanon, that Ifheiolence” is

the only way to change this current state of adfair
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e And lastly, the rise of efficiency and power of thens’ dealers,
smugglers and sellers, the Lebanese ones in cdimpemith the

agents of the big powers.

The “National Pact” put in place the Consociatiodaiocracyand it lasted for
over thirty years. The regime in Lebanon is a nrixtof traditional and democratic norms
that reflect the complexity and diversity of theb@ese society. It has elements of a
traditional society built on family and blood tid=sjt it also depends on modern contract-
based ties (Weber, 1947). The political regime wbdanon is a democracy, but a
democracy that is not built on the rule of majoiitynumbers. It is also a regime where
the division of powers is built on religion, whidefies the concept of the separation
between church and state prevailing in western demcees. As the internal and the
external conditions change, sometimes violentlg, ridgime in the country remains that
of a parliamentary republic. Quite a few Lebanesievs and researchers find that the
active civil society, and specifically, the preserand work of the NGOs were the glue
that kept the society together and saved it frosmtkgration and from disappearing all
together (Al-Sayid,1995; Mhanna, 2001 ). That iscracial element to consider,
especially when the country is not only facing intd dangers but also considerable
interference and pressure from neighboring cowstramd as a result of its strategic

location and the make-up of its society.
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Today, after fifteen years of war, followed by t&grian occupation of the
country until 2005, the Israeli war in the summeR006, and the roadblocks in the face
of the overdue presidential election in 2008, denmoyg, albeit with deficiencies, is still
the governing regime in Lebanon. Without ignorimgdenying the challenges and the
attempts against democracy in Lebanon from 197&hd@resent, one sees some strong
elements that let a democratic regime survive atethose events. Even though the
regime in Lebanon does not fit into the mold of tges democracies, it is still a
“Parliamentary Democratic Republic” as it is deetarin the Preamble to the

Constitution.

It is of interest to note that throughout the waa parliament kept trying to fulfill
its obligations and to meet. However, after a @il became impossible to do so as a
result of the shelling and of the fact that theliBarent building was in one of the most
dangerous areas of Beirut. The government andPthsident also tried to fulfill their
functions as much as the circumstances allowed tantty to negotiate ceasefires.
Presidential and parliamentary elections took plaoger fire and in safer places than in

the downtown Beirut area, their official seat.

Economically the country has had and still hasigussituation compared to the
other countries in the region: it does not have @aayral resources on which to depend

for income, no oil wells or minerals. It does, hawe have a free market economy
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thriving on commerce and on services such as touaisd the financial sector. Charles

Harvie and Ali Saleh write:

Beirut was the financial center for the Middle Eiasthe 1960s and early
1970s, having the largest number of representatdifiees of foreign

banks in the Arab world, and was the regional headgrs for many
international companies. Lebanon’s economic stgbitharacterized by
low inflation, high rates of economic growth, largalance of payment
surpluses, small budget deficits, a floating, stadhd fully convertible
domestic currency, and political stability, madeaithighly attractive

business center. (Saleh and Harvie, in MERIA Jaa52

The Distinct Nature of the Lebanese Society and thepecial Make-Up of the

Lebanese Republic

The fact that Lebanon is situated in an importaagyaphical location on the
eastern end of the Mediterranean made the countngrable to invasions and struggles.
At the same time, its being a passageway betwestrapd west, a land where Muslim,
Christian, and Jewish civilizations interact, cegbh diversity and a richness respected

and admired by the surrounding countries. Witthsaudiversity and freedom, the
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political system of the country may consequenthaliemplate that could be applied in

the region, or at least offer homegrown ways tloala lead towards democracy.

In the words of Pope John Paul Il, during his wisithe country in 1997,
“Lebanon is a message” where Christians and Mudiiasside by side in peace, where
civilizations live together and enrich each otregher than clash against each other (an
answer and an anti-dote to Huntington’s clash afizations (Corm, 2002; Dagher,
2002). Lebanon is a state where freedom of religigbassociation, of speech and of
thought is a tradition. The country is a refugediyithe persecuted in the Middle East
including the Maronite Catholics who found refugeel @afety in the rugged hills of
Mount Lebanon and whose monks have built their retamges on the steep mountains
and provided sanctuaries to the Maronites sincedhnly seventh century (Awit, 1989). It
was also a refuge for the Druze who fled from Edigptpersecution and killing by the
Fatimids around 1021. Even under the rule of ther®an Empire, and as far back as the
sixteenth century, the Mount Lebanon enjoyed aelalegree of autonomy during the rule
of the Ma’an Emirs and then the Shehabis in thetegnth century (Daou, 1977). That
history of freedom and the quality of a safe refiggat the basis of what Daniel Hanna

termed as the “culture of democracy” in Lebanonr(irig 2008).

The Christians in the Lebanese society have belgjectad to many dangers and
to considerable pressure to lead them to emigrata the country. Repeated references

are made in the literature and media (Sakr, 2008ni 2008) to a conspiracy concocted
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by Henry Kissinger and by Ambassador Dean Browa Uhited States Special Envoy to
Lebanon during the Ford administration. Offers evarade to the Lebanese Christian
population encouraging them to emigrate from Lelbaddat would not only put an end
to the war in the country but it would also sollie Middle East conflict by replacing the
Christians with the Palestinian refugees. It woaldo be justifying the one-religion

nature of Israel (Tueni, 2008).

Sayyed Mohammed Hussein Fadlallah, a prominenteStigure, speaking about
the 1975-1990 war in Lebanon, stated that “theiw&ebanon has never been Lebanese,
but the result of international decisions that exptl the complexity of Lebanon” (as
cited in Khalig, 2005 : 7). The Maronite Patriarch at the time, Masrallah Boutros
Sfeir, agreed saying that “if we base our statero@nhistorical facts we quickly realize
that the Lebanese war was never a religious waesad less a civil war, contrary to the

allegations of many” (Khali 2005: 7).

The historical presence of the Christians in Lelparend in the region, is a
synthesis between East and West, Christianity efaiml the Arab and European
thoughts (specifically the French thoughts). AseBaSouhaid, a prominent political
figure and member of the parliament put it, thedredse Christians, and in particular the
Maronites, think both as Christians and as Musliftey are the only Arabs with one
foot in the Arab culture and the other in the Wesiulture (Souhaid, 2008). They can

offer a rare look into what the two cultures and t¥vo religions combined can offer, and

www.manaraa.com



14

an antidote to and a rebuke of Huntington’s ideahef “clash of civilizations” (Corm,
2005; Dagher, 2002). Abdel-Hamid el-Ahdab in amckertpublished irL’Orient-Le Jour
wrote that the Lebanese Christian thinkers launchedconcept of secularism and of an
Arabism that is non-religious and non-clannishAbtab, 2003). In that same vein, and

in the words of Habib Malik who wrote in MERIA:

The freest Christian community in the Middle EaspkLebanon open to
more than Western commodities and technical know;hbalso accessed
the deepest values in Western traditions. It bupt the country’s free
institutions in the economic and political realrttsbestowed on Beirut the
freest press in the Arab world, a liberal atmosphefr free inquiry in its

private universities, and a political system in ethithe leaders actually
retired. Were it not for the presence in the ciyd in Lebanon as a whole,
of a vibrant, creative, and relatively secure imtigus Christian community,
(---) Beirut would be indistinguishable from itsllem and drab sister
metropolises throughout the Arab and Islamic ed®ith Lebanon’s

Christians free, the country’s pluralist charadtas demonstrated its ability
to spawn cultural creativity of a highly varied amolvel sort -- in art, poetry,
literature, music, architecture, entertainment, amate. Clearly, Lebanon
minus its free Christians would quickly turn intareonochromatic version
of Syria. Muslims in Lebanon generally like thegrand open Beirut they

have come to know. On the whole, they do not wesheplace it with a
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version of Tehran or Kabul, though they often deelsight of the fact that
the city they so cherish is contingent on a comtthfree Christian presence.

(Malik, 1998: 2)

The Lebanese Republic has no official religion, tcamy to the surrounding
countries in the region. Its political model, howeveven though it is a democracy, is
based on the equal sharing of power among differeligious segments. The idea of
basing power sharing on the religious affiliatianinherently contrary to the western
concept of democracy and of the separation of stadereligion. In Lebanon, religion is
part of one’s identity and cannot be ignored whaoking at the system in place and
trying to understand it (Laurent, 2006: 4). Thesprece of the many religious sects is
looked at as richness, and the weave they all make very unique and precious living
message. “Believing in God and in Lebanon” is atlasis of belonging to the Lebanese
society, and the plurality and diversity of thicisby are precious threads in the Lebanese
fabrict. The Shiite view does not differ much from the Siyposition towards the diverse
make up of the Lebanese society. The Shiites sbariam as their definitive homeland,
and the country founded on a partnership of altitigens who share the same destiny
The Druzes also believe in the plurality of Lebanand in the necessity and the

importance of the presence of the Christian ciszenLebanon but also in the Arab

t According to M. Assamak, advisor to the Mufti oéthebanese Republic, as cited in
Laurent, 2006: 10
2 According to Dr. Almaoula, from the Shiite Superi@ouncil, as cited in Laurent, 2006
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world (Laurent, 2006) All of the major religious communities see theafsity and

pluralism of the Lebanese society as a sourcecbhess rather than one of conflict.

Such a background and reality set apart the regmrieebanon. It does not fit
perfectly in the mold of the western democracies,ityhas many of the elements of a
democratic regime governing in a diverse but tradél society. It is a consociational
democracy that is based on the liberties associgitdda western democratic regime, on
the presence and actions of many political partiesan active civil society rich with
NGOs and local charitable and political associajcand on a “culture of democracy”

(Hanna, 2008).

If Lebanon has all these elements of a democragmre, and all of the freedoms
and institutions associated with a democracy, whagnt the political experiment in
Lebanon brought about a stable or a consolidatadodeacy? In order to analyze the
challenges to the democracy in Lebanon, it is d¢&ddn review the theoretical literature

on this subject.

3 M. al-Halaby, from the Druze community as cited_aurent, 2006
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Literature Review and Theoretical Framework

In Western democratic theories, and using Robehl'®41998) definition, a
regime is qualified as democratic when the follayvaonditions are present: the military
and police are controlled by elected officials, denatic beliefs are prevalent in the
political culture, and the regime is free from sgdoreign control hostile to democracy.
A modern market economy is another favorable camitA western style representative
liberal democracy is manifested through “four basenocratic institutions: free and fair
elections, freedom of expression, alternative awl@pendent sources of information, and

associational autonomy”( Dahl, 1998: 197).

Democracy co-exists with conflict, it necessitaaesl even breeds conflict, but it
is also built on means of conflict resolution tpat a large emphasis on the process, on
the participation of elites and non-elites alike mmaking decisions and finding
compromises (Eldersveld, 1989). The role politipatties play in this process is also
important, as they provide an organizational baseefites to compete and to mobilize
the masses. They are both “integrative and connesti{(Eldersveld & Walton, 2000:
14). The political parties recruit leaders, formelapolicy, and mobilize support
(Eldersveld & Walton, 2000). They provide a linkabetween the citizens and the
government. They allow for some sort of accouniigtibwards the public, and a way to
let the masses’ needs be known. The local structir@arties “maintain close relations

to the public, select candidates, raise money,uie@ersonnel, and determine issue
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positions” (Eldersveld & Walton ,2000: 144). Thalgo have an educational function
informing citizens about the issues, the candidatesthe votes. The parties allow for a
“meaningful citizen participation, governmental l8lidy, maintenance of public order,
effective representation of social groups, resp@msss of the elites to mass needs and
problems, and increasing acceptance of the pdliiiaes of democracy” (Eldersveld &
Walton, 2000: 411). The leaders in these partietherelites have “significant national
influence” (Putnam, 1976: 46). They arrive to ieffitial positions through permeable
channels from other professions and fields sudhebusiness field, from the institutions
in place such as the parties or the military or ltheal universities (Putham, 1976). In
addition to the political society, civil societygys an important role in democracy. Many
authors looked at civil society as providing mearisdemocratic participation, of
engaging the “disengaged” citizen and an answethéo “bowling alone” syndrome
(Putnam, 2000), also as a way to patrticipate inlifieeof the community (Selznick,
1992). Aimond and Verba (1989) studied how thellsoaiety influences but at the same
time is influenced by the local values, traditiohsstory, and economy. The level of
education and the socio-economic status play aalggmportant role in the degree of
democracy and the quality of a democratic regimgléhart & Wenzel. 2007; Inglehart,

1997). How does all this apply to the politicaltgys in Lebanon?

The political system in Lebanon is what Arend Lgphterms as a “consociational
democracy”. This form of democracy occurs where “tientrifugal tendencies inherent

in a plural society are counteracted by the codperattitudes and behavior of the
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leaders of the different segments of the populat{pphart, 1977: 1). Lijphart studied
the regime in plural societies in four continerffalropean countries and three countries
in the Third world. He examined Consociational demaoies in Switzerland, Belgium,
the Netherlands and Austria, as well as those ibahen, Indonesia and Cyprus.

According to Lijphart (1977: 25):

“Consociational democracy can be defined in terffor characteristics. The

first and most important element is government bgrand coalition of the

political leaders of all significant segments oé tplural society. This can take
several different forms, such as a grand coalitabinet in a parliamentary
system, a grand council or committee with importadvisory functions, or a

grand coalition of a president and other top offioé&ers in a presidential system.
The other three basic elements of consociationalodeacy are (1) the mutual
veto or “concurrent majority” rule, which serves @s additional protection of
vital minority interests, (2) proportionality asetlprincipal standard of political
representation, civil service appointments, andcalion of public funds, and (3)

a high degree of autonomy for each segment totsuown internal affairs.”

A democracy can be described as consolidated wherseen by the citizens as
the “only game in town” (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 5Xhat would be seen through the

attitudes and the behavior of these citizens, armligh the constitution. This point will
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be elaborated in further detail below, and theddbéat Linz & Stepan established will be

used to determine whether the Consociational deswgan Lebanon is consolidated.

In a Consociational democracy, a “grand coalitiss’the only feasible way to
include minorities in the government. To have andraoalition “a moderate attitude and
a willingness to compromise are prerequisites” plhgrt, 1977: 31). To encourage
moderation and the willingness to compromise, “giespect of participating in the
government is a powerful stimulus” (Lijphart, 1973%). “Another possibility is to make
an arrangement in which the presidency is linketh & number of other top executive
posts, such as those of the prime minister, depttye minister, and speaker of the
assembly. Together, these can become a grandiaoals in Lebanon” (Lijphart, 1977:

34).

In this form of democracy, minority veto is used awoid the tyranny of the
majority. It might, however, lead to the tyrannytbgé minority, if the minorities abuse
their veto power and lead to the paralysis of theeghment. Lijphart finds that “each
segment will recognize the danger of deadlock amchabilism that is likely to result
from an unrestrained use of the veto” (Lijphart71937); he hopes that veto power will
simply remain in the background as a tool or a gui@e to provide equal power to all

factions in the government.

The third component of a Consociational democracgroportionality. It is “a

method of allocating civil service appointments aodrce financial resources in the form
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of government subsidies among the different segsfierftijphart, 1977: 38).
Proportionality leads to the over-representatiora shinority group in government as a
way of making all groups equal (Lijphart, 1977: At, at the same time, provides a

sense of security to the minority factions.

The fourth part of a Consociational democracy gnsental autonomy, the “rule
of the minority over itself in the area of the miigs exclusive concern. It is the logical
corollary of the grand coalition principle. On atlatters of common interest, decisions
should be made by all of the segments together witlyhly proportional degrees of
influence. On all other matters, however, the densand their execution can be left to

the separate segments “ (Lijphart, 1977: 41).

On the political scene, the “grand coalition” mentd above is essentially
between the leaders, or the “elites” (Eldesveld Wralton, 2000), or the “influentials”
and the “decision makers” (Putnam, 1976) of eacpmsmt. In Consociational
democracies, as in other democracies, the eliggsent and lead their parties through
the political process and elections. They are #isdbasis of the “grand coalition“: they
are the ones who lead their supporters into graatitions with the other segments of the
plural society. Without them the system grinds tbadt or leads to the tyranny of one
group over the others (Lijphart, 1977). These gldso “feel at least some commitment
to the maintenance of the unity of the country &l ws a commitment to democratic

practices” (Lijphart, 1977 : 53).
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Democracy is consolidated when it seems to bedtiig game in town” (Linz &
Stepan, 1996: 5), as manifested through the behawi the attitude of the citizens, and
through the application of the constitutioBehaviorally the democratic regime is
consolidated when no significant national, soc@litical, economic or institutional
actor tries to achieve his or her objective thtoumpn-democratic or violent means.
Behaviorally, democracy is the only game in towrh&n no significant political group
seriously attempt to overthrow the democratic regon secede from the state” (Linz &
Stepan 1996: S5)Attitudinally, democracy is consolidated when the majority hadlas
belief that no alternative to democracy is accdptab a way of governing, “when, even
in the face of severe political and economic crigee overwhelming majority of the
people believe that any further political changestremerge from within the parameter
of democratic formulas” (Linz & Stepan 1996: SJonstitutionally democracy is
consolidated when conflicts are habitually resolwethin the dictates of laws,
procedures and institutions established in a miytuadjreed upon process (Linz &

Stepan, 1996: 6).

Linz & Stepan looked at problems of democratic $faon and consolidation in
southern Europe, South America, and post-commiiusbpe. The idea of allowing all
existing political forces to participate in the okl process, including those that are
against democracy, creates an inclusive societyalsb avoids the resentment and the
persecution and jailing that result from banning disallowing certain factions (Linz &

Stepan, 1996: 97). That all-inclusive governmenhoes the “grand coalition” in
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Lijphart’'s Consociational democracy, where all segts are participating, in one way or

another, in the country’s administration.

Democracy is not limited to the political or cigtenas, and it is “much more than
elections and markets” (Linz & Stepan, 1996 : 7)slin five different arenas that are
complementary, interdependent and inseparablel €yaiety is a stepping stone and a
training ground for the second arena, the politisatiety. The political society is
manifested in the political parties, the electi@m elected governmental bodies. “A
robust civil society, with the capacity to generatditical alternatives and to monitor
government and state can help (...) consolidate, heatl deepen democracy” (Linz &
Stepan, 1996: 9). The rule of law, a usable stateaam economic society are the other
three arenas of a consolidated democracy. They echmarallel the manifestations of
what Lijphart called a stable democracy. These amalso parallel the conditions for
democracy and the institutions present in a dencgcas seen by Robert Dahl (1998).
For all these authors, these arenas remain intendemt, complementary and

inseparable.

The Civil Society

Are the citizens engaged? Are they active in theall associations, syndicates, or
charitable organizations? (These non-governmerssbaations will be grouped under
the term of NGOs.) Do they believe in democracy dediberties on which a democratic

regime is based? Are they well versed in theirteghut also their duties as citizens? In a
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civil society, participating could be in the forrhany nongovernmental organization that
provides a service or satisfies a need in socMags participation could be done through
social channels. Civic groups, labor unions, bussnagssociations and the church could
function as a way for the masses to participat®dkkan (in LaPalombara ed. 1966) saw
the importance of voluntary associations, but a&dnternational organizations in the
promotion of democracy and in providing channelparticipation for the masses. It is a
giant leap toward a consolidated democracy if tivé society is active and protected
from persecution. Tolerance of opposition and foamtions other than that of the
government is not typically a trait of authoritarieegimes. The presence therefore of
NGOs, or of any other manifestation of civic engagat, is an important element in

establishing and consolidating democracy.

In western societies the latest literature focused engaging the socially
disengaged individual, a manifestation of a weakgmnsocial capital, of a “bowling
alone” (Putnam, 2000) syndrome. In developing smsethe intermediary associations
play a larger role in channeling mass participatiototh social and political activities,
in advocacy, and in complementing the governmerdls. They are an intermediary
between the individual and the government, andccaldo be considered as a channel for
the citizen to play a role in the public arena anthe political arena. In addition to these
functions, they too, like political parties, plapet important role of educating the

individuals in their role as citizens (Khalaf, 2008
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Volunteering in a charitable association meansrigathe freedom to do what one
wishes with his or her time, and for whichever eatise individual deems appealing.
Volunteering does not exist on a large scale ih@itarian or military systems. Freedom
of association is not a regime value, and groupanyf kind are a threat to those who
monopolize the power. The “discourse of libertytees on the capacity for voluntarism.
Action is voluntary if it is intended by rationattars who are in full control of body and
mind” (Alexander,1992: 295). Therefore the preseantesolunteering on a large and
public scale and of volunteer associations is a eifga healthy civil society and could be

a sign of a democratic regime.

Putnam used social capital and social involvementmieasure the political
participation: a rich social capital leads to aorus democracy. Neighbors involved in
their community are easily transformed into citgeémvolved in their government. Civic
organizations, such as the professional assocsatma the political parties, provide a
forum for discussions and consequently offer anoopinity for the average citizen to
influence public policy. Participation in commueti as mentioned earlier, is “mediated
by participation in families, localities, personatworks, and institutions” (Selznick,

1992: 367).

The Political Society

The civil society is a training ground and a piag stone to the political society.

“Normatively, civil society implies values and bef@al codes of tolerating, if not

www.manaraa.com



26

accepting, the different “others” and a tacit opleit commitment to the peaceful
management of differences among individuals antkciities sharing the same public

space - i.e. the polity.” (Saad Edin Ibrahim, inrtdéa ed. 1995: 28).

Democracy postulates political liberty, liberty dissent, and tolerance of conflict, of
contestation and of pluralism. This is where, idiadn to the presence of a healthy and
active civil society, the political parties takeethitizens* participation into the political
realm. In the western literature, the parties pday important role by providing an
organizational base for the elites to compete anthobilize the masses, to formulate
policy, to provide a linkage between the citizens #he government, and to allow for
some sort of accountability towards the public @tdeld & Walton, 2000). Parties also
have an important educational function informingzeins about the issues, the candidates
and the votes. The local structures of partiesifitam close relations to the public,
select candidates, raise money, recruit personfaeld) determine issue position.”
(Eldersveld & Walton, 2000, p.144). The partiepowal for a “meaningful citizen
participation, governmental stability, maintenanc# public order, effective
representation of social groups, responsivenes$ites to mass needs and problems, and
increasing acceptance of the political values ohaleracy”’ (Eldersveld & Walton, 2000,
p.411). Parties alleviate the pressure coming ffomass participation” (Huntington,
1968); they act as “transmission belts for presduwen lower down”( Daalder, in

LaPalombara. ed., 1966: 71).
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The Economic Society

Using the term “economic society” is meant to Hagt a free market cannot be
purely free. It cannot be totally outside the cohtf all laws and regulations that protect
the individual's property rights. At the same tifitlieere has never been and there cannot
be a non-wartime consolidated democracy in a comnemonomy” (Linz & Stepan,

1996: 11).

Education, equity in income distribution, and theaitability of the basic
necessities of life are important factors and comls for an active civil society and
democracy, in addition to a healthy economy. As &hlebi explained “the rise of civil
society and democracy is impossible where peopl&t ganstantly worry about the basic
necessities of life” (1998). It is relevant whee wtudy the democracy in Lebanon to
look at the surrounding region, and namely at tagesof affairs of the neighboring Arab
countries. When the state is partnering up witlke thilitary and/or the upper
socioeconomic class to control the power, thereery little the poor and uneducated
masses can do to bring down the authoritarian regirhne presence of intermediary and
effective associations is the only way to limit ttate’s power and to help bring about
change through collective bargaining and advoct®dyen the masses lack this tool, the
power will remain monopolized by the few at the {8pootalebi, 1998). The grip of the
existing regime on power is also reinforced by wiiaim (2005) terms as “a controlled

liberalization.” The *“controlled liberalization’si a result of the flexibility of the
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authoritarian regimes in the Arab world and théitigy to bend and to accommodate the
demands of the advocacy groups just enough tocgildre protests yet keep their hold on
power (Yom, 2005). In an authoritarian regime, shate, in the person of its leader, has
the sole control of income. The “rentier” statesRavlin calls them, with income coming
either from natural resources such as oil, or ffoneign aid, control the income and
leave little bargaining chips in the hands of tlmmpand unorganized masses (1997).
They “ exhibit extreme fiscal immaturity and few partidipey institutions, reducing the
number of “pressure points” by which Civil Soci€dyganizations can press the regime
for openness” (Yom, 2005: 5). The post-modern @lgseen in post-industrialized
nations are far removed from the day-to-day neéasstruggling third world nation, or a
nation at war (Inglehart & Wenzel, 2007). “ Econorgrowth, rising levels of education
and information, and diversifying human interactiomcrease people’s material,
cognitive, and social resources, making them malteriintellectually, and socially more
independent. Rising levels of existential secuaitg autonomy change people’s firsthand
life experiences fundamentally, leading them to keasize goals that were previously

given lower priority, including the pursuit of féem” (Inglehart & Wenzel, 2007: 1).

The Usable State and The Rule of Law

The usable state is necessary to guarantee aretptio¢ rights of its citizens, and
to deliver the basic services that the citizensinde do that a “democratic government

needs to be able to exercise effectively its clairthe monopoly of the legitimate use of
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force in the territory,” to be able to “tax compuoisy in order to pay for police, judges,
and basic services,” and to have in place a buraaucthat expedites its citizens’ needs

(Linz & Stepan, 1996). It must do so in a transpaeand lawful manner.

The “rule of law” means that “all significant acor especially the democratic
government and the state - must respect and ugheldule of law” (Linz & Stepan,
1996: 10). The laws are upheld through a fair amtependent judicial system and
“supported by a strong legal culture in civil sagie In this arena, the constitutional
indicator for a consolidated democracy would be thabitual is the application and the
respect of the law of the land, starting from then&itution itself and how it is applied
by the legislators, and to the way the judicialteys is operating. The attitudinal
indicator would be in the rampant belief of thezeihs that the only way to resolve
conflict, be it political or otherwise, must be kit the parameters set by the
democratically established laws and procedures.foksthe behavioral indicator, no
significant actor tries to resolve conflicts in Mot means or any other means not

authorized by law.

Dahl's definition of democracy can be applied teatlide the regime in Lebanon:
the police and military are controlled by electdficals, and there is a prevalent culture
of democracy in the country and a modern marketh@ty. The influence of
neighboring countries inside Lebanon is still aseaof instability and will be discussed

later, and so is the presence of an armed mihiga doperates side by side with the army
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yet is a separate entity. The liberal democracynaifested through the freedom of
expression, alternative and independent sourcesnfoifmation, and associational
autonomy. As for the free and fair elections, ¢hedl be examined more closely as part
of the analytic model. The regime in Lebanon geanocracy, albeit a special kind of

democracy, a consociational democracy as labeledjplyart, yet how consolidated is

this democracy?
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Analytic Framework and Methodology

In light of the theoretical discussion above, theimquestions examined in this

study are:

1- How consolidated is democracy in Lebanon?

2- What are the challenges facing consolidation of@macy in Lebanon?

To answer the two questions, this study will useahalytic framework provided by Linz

& Stepan (1996) which stipulates that:

Consolidation of democracy is a function of thraetérs which are constitutional,
behavioral and attitudinal. Operationalizationtbis relationship requires identifying
appropriate indicators for each variable. The ddpat variable is democratic
consolidation. This is measured by POLITY IV iratior of democratization. Polity IV
rating is chosen because it has a more extensiva siata factored into their ratings. It
also takes into consideration and calculates mtodfata sets the years of war in Lebanon,
from 1975 through 1989, and the years of the Sydecupation from 1989 through
March of 2005. It applies a “fix” to the data aooting for the anarchy or the
“interregnum” of the war years, and for the “intgstion” of the Lebanese rule during the

Syrian occupation.

The Independent variables are behavioral, attildiand constitutional factors defined

as follows:
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e Behaviorallythe democratic regime is consolidated when noifstgmt national,

social, political or economic or institutional acttsies to achieve their objective
through non-democratic or violent means. Behavipralemocracy is the only game
in town “when no significant political group sergly attempt to overthrow the

democratic regime or secede from the state” (Lin@t&pan, 1996: 5).

e Attitudinally, democracy is consolidated when the majority hthasbelief that no

alternative to democracy is acceptable as a wapweérning, “when, even in the face
of severe political and economic crises, the ovelmimg majority of the people
believe that any further political change must egaeirom within the parameter of

democratic formulas” (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 5).

¢ Constitutionally democracy is consolidated when conflicts are habyt resolved
within the dictates of laws, procedures and ingtins established in a mutually agreed

upon process (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 6).

Behavioral Variable

Guided by Linz & Stepan's definition of this varefthis study will examine
how the significant political, social and econonhi@etors in the country protected their

interests. Did any of these significant actorsditigal groups “seriously attempt to
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overthrow the democratic regime or secede fronttilage” (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 5)?

Did they follow violent means or did they use theams provided by the laws of the
land? Are all “actors in the polity habituatedhe fact that political conflict will be
resolved according to the established norms” (Kirgtepan. 1996: 5)? Were the actions
of the stakeholders, when protecting their intaregablent or did they fall under the rule
of the law? An annual measure of political violereca good indicator of this variable.
Data about political violence were collected froeparts in theAn-Nahar® newspaper.

The articles published iAn-Naharwere scanned for:

1- the number of violent demonstrations per monih @er year

2- the number of injuries (fatal and nonfatal) tesg from political violence per month

and per year.

+ An-Naharwas chosen for the following reasons: Print medl@avs a more in-depth
study of the reported news. It eliminates the aanal visual distractions. As for the
choice of this particular paper, it was based enfélct that it is an independent
publication not financed by a particular politigarty, and because of its frank approach
to reporting events. In Lebanon there is an aburelahnewspapers and other media
outlets, printed or otherwise, that are merely rhpigices for the different political
parties. Their news reporting is done with a patéicslant and according to a particular
agenda. Unlike in the surrounding authoritarianmag in the region, there is no one
official and censored version of the news. Theeenaany versions depending on the
political affiliation. That is why choosing a neaitand a reputable independent
newspaper to get an objective description of eveémntsssential. In addition to that, and
during the years of the Syrian occupation of Lelmafimm 1990 to 2005, the frankness
of the reports published ilin-Naharfrequently led to the prosecution and persecution
its editors and reporters. Also, tAe-Naharpaper has the clout, the means and the
respect of the locals for it to be considered aafale and dependable source of
information.
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3- the number of arrests resulting from the pditidemonstrations per month and per

year.

In order to do that, th&n-Nahararticles were searched for reports on political
demonstrations and politically motivated violencel a&ompared the frequency of these

events among the following periods:

-from 1970 — 1975, a period where Lebanon enjoyahinc prosperity and
stability, was rated Free by Freedom House, andahscbre of 5 out of 10 in the Polity
reports. This way we will be able to compare thi&adeom the years when Lebanon was
considered a free and democratic country to the idasubsequent years, during and after

the Syrian occupation.

- from 1990 to February of 2005 during the occupatof Lebanon by the

authoritarian Syrian regime,

- and finally from February 2005 to June of 200@eaiod when Lebanon started
to bounce back from the war and from the Syrian idation, into a freer political
system. Stopping at 2009 will allow for a long egbuime series and for the use of the
most recent studies to be published. It also fadtothe latest parliamentary elections in
June of 2009, which took place in a country freeanf the shadow of the Syrian

occupation and its meddling in the internal affaf Lebanon.

www.manaraa.com



35

When counting the “violent political demonstratignthe war years were not
included in the calculations. The war years staaged\pril 15, 1975 and ended in 1989,
the year when the Taef agreement put an end tdightng and brought in the Syrian

forces. The full-blown war resulted in hundredshafusands of victims.

Attitudinal Variable

Democracy is the “only game in town when, evenhi@a face of severe political
and economic crises, the overwhelming majorityhef people believe that any further
political change must emerge from within the parmseof democratic formulas” (Linz

& Stepan, 1996: 5).

For the attitudinal variable, the indicators in@udhany different and equally telling and
important questions. It is important to note thakiract question such as “do you believe
in democracy?” is very wide-ranging and does nadl o a detailed and clear analysis of
the attitudinal variable in Lebanon. That is notyobecause of the broad definition of
democracy itself, but also and especially becafiseeocomplicated and unique situation
in Lebanon. In addition to the Consociational deraog in the country, due to its

segmented society, it is also affected greatlyxigreal factors as a result to its location.

The answer then to the very general question ofytlobelieve that democracy is

the only acceptable regime in Lebanon?” could beamgd from the compilation of
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answers to many other sub-questions that addre$sagee of the many “parameters of
democratic formulas” (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 5). bSjuestions such as:

¢ do you conceive of another regime in Lebanon?

e Do you think the current system treats everyonelyf

« Do you think confessionalishgets in the way of allegiance to the country?

e Do you think getting rid of confessionalism will dovay with the consociational

democracy?

e Do you believe in Lebanon as a sovereign indepdancamtry and a definitive
homeland for its people?
e Do you trust an elected Islamic government to feltbe rules of democracy?

« Do you identify with the Lebanese identity firstwith the religious identity first?

The questions mentioned above were only a sampbpuestions asked in surveys
conducted by Information International, by StatistLebanon, by Zoghby International,
or by the Beirut Center for Research and Infornmatidnformation Internationak an
independent regional research & consultancy firsedan Beirut. Statistics Lebanon is
a firm specializing in polling and marketing alsaskd in Beirut. The Beirut Center for

Research and Information is an independent sdeniifstitution and a publishing

5 Confessionnalism is a way, particular to Lebanon, of distributing government positions according to
people’s religious rites or confessions. It is meant to ensure the participation of all eighteen religious
confessions in the government.
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company formed by researchers and university psofsswith a concern towards the

public good, society, and democracy. They condastarch, surveys, workshops and
studies, which are subsequently published by theteCe The World Values Survey

would have been a rich source of data, but Leb@nant one of the cases studied by the
World Values Survey. Another important matter émsider is the fact that there were no
surveys found for the time period dating back t@d,%9nd needless to say, no surveys
were taking place during the war years from 19%6ugh 1989. The oldest surveys or
studies that are available date back to 1995. Tthesmeasure of the attitudinal variable

relies heavily on the availability of survey datarh Lebanon.

Constitutional Variable

How does the Lebanese constitution provide foiiridevidual, civil and political
liberties? And is the rule of law based on libetamocratic principles? In studying the
constitutional variable we are guided by the d&bniLinz & Stepan offered for this
variable: the democracy is consolidated constitily when conflicts are “habitually
resolved within the dictates of laws, procedureas$iastitutions established in a mutually
agreed upon process “ (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 6)eddtbe Lebanese Constitution provide
for the liberties associated with a democraticmegft Does it protect the citizens'

liberties and rights through a mutually agreed upatess?

In order to determine these characteristics, thisyswill examine the present

constitution of Lebanon after the amendments madet tas a result of the Taef
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agreement. The Taef agreement put an end toftherfiyear war in the country and was
put into effect in 1990. This study uses S.E. Fsn€omparing Constitutiong1995,
reprinted 2006) and follows the criteria Finer usesompare five different constitutions
from countries considered to be democratic. Thdystill also look at the Constitution

in practice and how it was applied in resolvingftiots in the country.
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Analysis of Democratic Consolidation in Lebanon

The Behavioral Variable

While studying the behavioral component of conslmh of democracy in
Lebanon, it is of value to keep in mind that thédngor does not happen in a vacuum.
The historical and cultural background and circamsés mentioned earlier in the

History section should be kept into focus.

As explained previously, democracy in a given couns considered to be
consolidated in behavioral terms when “no signiiicpolitical group seriously attempts
to overthrow the democratic regime or secede frioenstate” (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 5).
Democracy is consolidated when no significant matipsocial, political, economic or
institutional actor tries to achieve their objeetithrough non-democratic or violent
means. For the purpose of this study the non-deatioaneans are represented by the
number of violent political demonstrations or eeand the number of victims resulting

from these events.

The Data.

Appendix A provides the spreadsheets that shownthmeber of occurrences of
political demonstrations monthly along with the ren of victims and the number of
arrests. The information is taken from the repartshe daily independent newspaper

An-Nahar

www.manaraa.com



40

In the spreadsheets the events are recorded @ ghoeipings:

1- from January 1970 through April of 1975 when wae started

2- from 1990 until February of 2005, the years ltg Syrian occupation of the
country which ended with the assassination of Prieister Rafik Hariri and the

resulting Cedar Revolution that pushed the Syraoes out of Lebanon.

3- a final grouping that starts in March 2005 amdlein June 2009 with the

parliamentary elections.

The number of demonstrations was the lowest duitiegSyrian occupation at
161 demonstrations in fifteen years. There wered@5#onstrations in the period of four
and a half years from 2005 to 2009, and 381 dematiwts in the five-year period
between 1970 and 1975. The violent events, otier tlemonstrations, which claimed
the most victims at one time, were the clashes wlih Israelis, or between the
Palestinians and the Lebanese army, or betwedndlestinians and the Kata’eb political
party. In the later period they were between H#éaband the Israelis or Hezbollah and

its local political opponents.

If we were to look at the political demonstratidosshow dissatisfaction with the
regime as a last resort but stopping short of houwl coup détat, it is significant that

there were more political demonstrations in the fjear period between 1970 and 1975
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than there were during the fifteen years of Syonaoupation. The same is true for the

four-year period between 2005 and 2009.

The number of arrests is even more informativeerédhwere no arrests made in
the 2005 to 2009 period, while there were more tha arrests during the fifteen year
occupation, mostly when the demonstrations weranagdhe Syrian presence in the

country or against the closure of a TV stationhsy $yrian controlled government.

The number of demonstrations from 1970 to 1975 3&iswith 869 victims and
more than 155 arrests. These demonstrations wgaest the government and its
incompetence in offering basic services, dealinthwhe cost of living and stopping or
answering the Israeli attacks against the Southmart of the country. These
demonstrations could also be explained by the eatfithe Lebanese people and their
short fuse and willingness to take to the streethbw dissatisfaction. One can compare
them to the demonstrations and strikes that taieepso often in France or in Italy for
instance, two democratic countries. The numberdefonstrations could also be
significant when we look at it through the focustbé freedom of expression. From
1970 to 1975 Lebanon was considered a free andnaatatic country by both Freedom
House and Polity IV, so the number of demonstraticould be explained by the fact that
demonstrations and public expression are guarariigeithe democratic regime. The
same is true for the period starting in 2005, wtiencountry was slowly bouncing back

towards democracy and political freedoms.
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During the Syrian occupation, demonstrations weseadiraged and dealt with in
a repressive manner: the number of arrests is@ ioapoint: no arrests were made as a
result of political demonstrations after Februafp2, while there were more than 130
arrests from political demonstrations during thei&y occupation. The number of
victims in the third period, counting only thosesuking from demonstrations, is eleven.
The number becomes much higher if we were to cthentlashes between supporters of
the government and the opposition. It would beca@wen higher if we added those
resulting from clashes that Hezbolfamilitants had with political opponents, mostly
Sunnis and the partisans of Prime Minister SaadriHarhe fact that there is an armed
militia in the country that does not abide by tlstablished laws of the land is a serious
threat to the democratic regime and is discussedduin the section on the challenges to
democracy in Lebanon. The political party of Hdlddlg an armed resistance to the
Israeli occupation of Lebanon, and a powerful pmesen the government, had imposed
its political demands through a sit-in in downto®airut that lasted over a year. Even
though the sit-in was a peaceful event, would iifider the description of Linz & Stepan
of behavior that happens in a consolidated demg@rac

The sit-in in downtown Beirut

To show protest against the present governmeyainst the creation of the

6 Hezbollah (or Hizballah), the Party of God, started as an armed movement formed by a Shiite Imam
to call for and protect the rights of the disadvantaged Shiite community in the Lebanese society. It
changed through time into a powerful, armed militia, seen as a resistance against the Israeli
occupation of Lebanon. Currently it is a powerful political party, still armed heavily, with elected
members in the Parliament and many cabinet ministers. It is supported financially and politically by
Iran and Syria.
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International Tribunal for Lebanon through the ddit Nations to investigate the
assassination of Prime Minister R. Hariri, Hezholknd its allies staged a sit-in in the
commercial center of the capital. It lasted delitbver a year, caused major financial
losses for the local businesses, ruin for some, disisless for the local economy. A
survey done in late December 2006 and early Jan2@0y studied the attitude of the
citizens towards the sit-in downtown. The surveyswd@ane by Statistics Lebanon and
will be discussed further in the attitudinal sestioUsing the sit-in as a protest tool was
faced with a wide variety of responses from thaseesyed: 43.75% of those surveyed
saw that the sit-in is an acceptable way to chdhgeyovernment as opposed to doing it
through democratically elected institutions, whdeclose 41% did not see it as an
acceptable method.

A survey taken 5 months later by Information Intgronal, showed a different
attitude towards the sit-in and impatience withuitsntended consequences of paralyzing
the downtown area and financially hurting the basses that operate in the center of
Beirut. In May of 2007 more than half of the resgents (56.8%) were against the sit-in.
This survey will also be discussed in more detailhe attitudinal section.

The sit-in came at a time when the pro-Syrian Seeak the Parliament was
refusing to call for a parliamentary session towlfor the institutions in place to play its
intended role. The anger and dissatisfaction efdiizens with the sit-in included also
impatience with the Speaker and with the fact thatParliament was not permitted to be

the scene of discussion and an arena for democeay,for the elected officials to
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represent their constituencies. Those who werasigtne sit-in were calling for taking
the struggle and disputes out of the streets ataliig intended arena: the democratic
institutions in place. The fact that the sit-irokkoplace and that the Speaker of the
Parliament, who belongs to the same political éactas those who organized the sit-in,
refused to call the parliament into session, are ¥ the challenges facing the
consolidation of democracy in Lebanon. Challentyed are at the same time a direct
result of the nature of a Consociational democradyen the tyranny of the majority is
replaced by that of a minority, and consequentlgnvthe consensus is not possible, the
end result is a paralysis of the entire systemis ©dsue will be discussed further in the
section about the challenges to the consolidati@emocracy.

It is of interest to note how Freedom House loo&ethe sit-in: it considered it as
a manifestation of the freedom of association ratih@n an ignoring of the institutions in
place, i.e. the Parliament. In its 2009 reportLetanon, Freedom House stated that
“Rights to freedom of association and assembly aremilly unrestricted. On several
occasions in recent years, hundreds of thousantsh&Enese have rallied in favor of or
in opposition to the government. A tent camp pomadaby opposition supporters
remained in immediate proximity to the governmehesadquarters from December 2006
to May 2008.”

For the behavioral variable then, we can concludat teven though the
demonstrations lead to a number of victims, it @enmeaningful to look at the number

of arrests that resulted from the demonstratiofie fact that when the country was
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considered free by Freedom House and democrati®dligy IV, there were more

demonstrations taking place but fewer arrestayf al’he demonstrations were more of a
manifestation of the freedom of expression andssembly. If we were to compare the
numbers of arrests and victims from demonstrattbas took place in the 1970 to 1975
and the 2005 to 2009 periods with those that tdakgpduring the Syrian occupation, we
would find the following: though the occurrence dgmonstrations was less frequent
during the occupation, they were violently suppeesand led to a much larger number of

arrests.

The Attitudinal Variable

Attitudinally, the democracy is consolidated whée tmajority holds the belief
that no alternative to democracy is acceptablewayaof governing. According to Linz
& Stepan’s definition, democracy is consolidatethén, even in the face of severe
political and economic crises, the overwhelmingarigj of the people believe that any
further political change must emerge from withie flarameter of democratic formulas”
(Linz & Stepan, 1996: 5).

The earliest available surveys on this topic gcklda 1995. They include studies
that were done in the years of the Syrian occupatiat lasted from 1990 to the™ 4f
February, 2005, the date of the assassination iofePMinister Rafik el-Hariri and the
start of the resulting Cedar Revolution. The sysveone in that time period were done

under an oppressive authoritarian regime. It isarable that the answers were frank in
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the sense that they were actually criticizing thgime and the system in place. It is also
expected for the responses to show a perceptitackfof democracy and dissatisfaction
with the way the government is run. The Syriarhartarian regime was in total control

of the country’s political machine and at the colstrof the government. The people’s
attitude towards government under the Syrian odoupavas the result of a restrictive

regime and its controlling the mechanics of theggoment in place. The surveys used in
this dissertation were either made public by thganization that conducted the study in
line with their mission to educate the citizens, toey were made available at the
organization’s offices. To study the people’statte towards democracy, a multitude of
guestions were asked, and each survey used gueshiahstudied one or more of the
different components of a democratic regime. Themaeged from the freedoms

guaranteed by a democracy to the accountabiliha$e in government and the role of
political parties. The surveys in the analysisl e listed according to the topic they
addressed. The background and details for the afathese surveys are described in

Appendix B. In the appendix they are listed irheonological order rather than by topic.

A word of caution is that these were secondaryaasjrthe only available sources
going back to 1995 for the purpose of this studgven though these were done by
professional organizations and study centers, waldvbave to look at the results with
the awareness of the fact that we had no contret the questions that were asked, the

way the questions were phrased or how the surveys administered. In a way it was
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fortunate to have been able to find surveys daiack to 1995, to be able to shed some
light on the attitudes of the Lebanese towards adeaoy coming out of a long period of
war. Also, at times, more than one survey dondiffgrent organisms came to the same
conclusions . The fact remains however that tisbeeld be taken cautiously and used
as a springboard for later, better controlled sysveAnother factor to consider is the
danger of conducting these surveys in unstable itond. It might be downright
dangerous to ask questions about sensitive topidseapect reliable answers in hostile
environments. The ones that are already availaflleserve as a starting point and a

window into the past opening the way towards morgrolled and current ones.

The Surveys.

These surveys show the Lebanese citizens’ attitadards democracy as the
only acceptable regime for the country, despiteesgaping holes in its application. The
guestions asked by the surveys studied the Lebasmtidedes towards one or more
aspects of a democratic regime. These surveysesslhl the following topics or
guestions:

e The freedoms associated with a democracy

e Do you consider the current regime a democracy?

e Would another regime be acceptable in the country?

e The role of the political parties and affiliatiomthe leader

e The accountability of the elected officials andhsparency of government
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e The nature and value of the elections

e The civil society and political participation

e The constitution and constitutional amendments

e Political confessionalism in a Consociational deraog

e The presence of armed forces other than the Army

e Lebanon “is a final homeland for all its citizer(reamble to the Constitution)
The surveys will be listed and analyzed followiing torder of the topics listed above,
starting with the way the Lebanese view the freesl@asociated with a democratic

regime.

The Lebanese attitude towards the freedoms assediatith a democracy.

Marsad al-Democratiyah Fi Loubnaor The Democracy Watch in Lebanatudied
the “Importance of liberties in Lebanon, of poldicand civil rights,” from February
through September of 1998. This study was puldisine2000, at the end of nine
symposia run by the Joseph and Laure Moghaizel drtion in cooperation with the
European Union. The reports were published in Aralvider the titleThe Democracy
Watch in LebanonBeirut, 2000 with Antoine Messarra as editor. ditgh face to face
interviews, done between February and Septembé&®@8, 496 randomly chosen men
and women from all regions of Lebanon and fromedéht demographics and socio-
economic backgrounds, were asked about the impmmtand liberties in Lebanon,

political rights and civil rights. The respondestsose the freedoms they deemed most
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important, the results are shown in figures 1 abdlow:

How Freedoms Ranked

equality towards law

thought & religion & i

]
S
Social secC. I_

freedoms

right to work

expression

% of respondents

Figure 1: The importance in Lebanon of freedomseeiased with democrac’
Source: Democracy Watch in Lebanon, 1¢
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Figure 2: The importance in Lebanon of freedomseiated with democrac
Source: Democracy Watch in Lebanon, 1¢

For more details of the distribution of percentagesong the different groups ple¢
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refer to Appendix B.

This survey shows an overwhelming majority of thepondents considering the
freedoms associated with democracy to be essemtladbanon. In figure 1 we see for
instance that close to 85% of the respondentsthatdthe freedom of expression is the
most important freedom associated with democrabys importance that the Lebanese
give to the liberties provided by democracy fitsdenthe definition of the attitudinal
component given by Linz & Stepan, and within “thargmeter of the democratic
formulas” (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 5).

Another survey done in December of 2000 by Inforamainternational addressed
the freedom of expression in particular. It aimegdamong other topics, gauging the
extent of the respondents’ belief in the freeddraxgression in the country. The survey
was done in Beirut only. Asked whether there égfilom of expression in Lebanon, 60%
of the respondents said yes, 29.1 % said no, 2.id%at know and 8.2 % found that
there is some form of freedom of expression. Téspondents were from the capital
distributed equally among the capital’'s neighbodwawith their different political
leanings and religious affiliations. The highestgentages of “yes” respondents came
from the Sunni neighborhoods (Msaitbeh 76.1% sayes), and Shiite neighborhoods
(Shiyah 70.1 %), while in the Christian neighborti®dhe “yes” response rate ranged
between a 46.3% and a 56.7 % (for a combined agevd$1.1%). Figure 3 below

illustrates the results of this survey.
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Is There Freedom of Expression in
the Country? Dec. 2000

61.00%
60.00%
59.00%
58.00%
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54.00% -
53.00% -

LH

{

Christians Muslims
ayes answer

Figure 3. Is there freedom of exptrion in Lebanon?
Source: Information International, 20(

In February 11-132006, Statistics Lebanon conducted a survey toystachong
other topics, the Lebanese attitude towards reedom to dmonstrate. It asked about
the freedom of demonstration throi direct interviewing of 400 respondents residing
Beirut, Mount Lebanon, the South, North and the d&elalley, divided equally k
gender ad with a variety of age grougdifferent saial status and edudon levels. The
results showed tha49.25% of the respondents are opposed to the declsy the
government to ban demonstratiofor the time being. This survey showed tF
displeasure of the Lebanese throughout the cc with the proSyrian gwvernment’s
decision to ban public demonstrati. That banis a direct threat to the freedom

expression and thededom of assembly guaranteecthe Lebanese Constitutiol
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From the surveys listed above, we see that a nijafrthe respondents believe in the
importance of the freedoms associated with demgcrabe 1998 series of symposia run
by the Democracy Watch in Lebanon highlighted theartance the Lebanese attach to
political and civil rights. It strongly shows thieep belief the Lebanese have in the
importance of political and civil freedoms, and 8teong culture of democracy prevalent
in the country. That remained true even when thweye under occupation by an
authoritarian regime.

The survey done in 2000 by Information InternatldnaBeirut, about the existence
of the freedom of expression, showed that a mgjofithe Muslim respondents (76.1%
Sunnis and 70.1% Shiites) saw that there is somme & freedom of expression, while
an average of 51.1% of the Christian respondenteedgwith that statement. The
Christians’ attitude could go back to the histofyandom arrests and investigations by
the security forces and the Syrian services agairestChristian population, especially
those who declared anti-Syrian views. That factid@xplain the negative responses of
the Christians to the Information Internationah&yr.

It is also important to note that, on the one hane,Democracy Watch study showed
the importance the Lebanese attach to the libeaesciated with a democratic regime,
on the other hand, and in practice, they do ackedgé that the freedom of expression is
lacking and so is the freedom to demonstrate uth@eByrian occupation.

The issue of gender equality was addressed in bileeamajor studies that will be

detailed a little later in this section. It is allpdone between June of 2006 and April of
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2008 by the Lebanese Opinion Advisory Committeee thternational Republican
Institute, and Statistics Lebanon, and it showeditiportance the Lebanese attach, in all
their factions, to equality: 75.9% of those sueeyvere in favor of the presence of
women as cabinet ministers. Another survey meatolater in this section, done by
Information International and published in the Daber 2004 issue of iMonthly had the
same result: more than 75% of the respondents inefigvor of the presence of female
cabinet ministers in the government. A third syrdene by the University of Jordan and
Statistics Lebanon in November of 2007, found thatLebanese, across religious lines,
agree or strongly agree that a woman could be mepminister or a president of a
Muslim nation, and that women and men should recenual opportunity for the same
work.

These surveys then show the importance the Lebatiesd to the freedoms afforded
by a democratic regime and resulting from a “c@tof democracy” as Daniel Hanna
described it in a Lebanese television broadca20®B8. So then, how do the Lebanese

perceive the regime in place, do they see it asodeatic?

The current system in place.

In October of 1997 Information International conducted a study emditle
“Political life, performance of the government aofithe politicians.” The study was
published in three parts: Political Life in Leband&erformance of the Government and

of Politicians, and The Three Presidencies andDbputies of the Five Mohafazats
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(counties). The samples were taken randomly frbenhajor cities and all religious
factions in all five mohafazats of the country, lwia larger number taken in Beirut
because of the higher population density. Thet fingestion asked if there was a
democratic political life in Lebanon; over half (8%) of the respondents answered
negatively, while 42.1% of them saw that Lebanoa democratic state. Of the 57.9%:
33.9% saw that government is controlled by a meffieulers, while 25.1% saw that it is
not democratic because they lack the freedom toesggheir opinion; 21.4 % saw that it
is not democratic as a result of foreign interfeess; and 11.1% saw that those in power
do not listen to the people. 5.3% of these respotsddid not know the cause of the lack
of democracy, and 3.2% saw that it is a resultooffessionalism.

This same survey was mentioned in the earlier aecéibout the freedoms
associated with a democratic regime. The inteapicet of the same answers could also
be helpful to see if the respondents believe tgeme to be democratic. We should also
keep in mind the dates of the survey and the cistantes under which it was done: in
October of 1997 Lebanon was still under the ocdaopabf the Syrian authoritarian
regime.

Asked whether there is true opposition in the Le&sanpolitical system, 45.7%
saw that political opposition does exist while 88.5aw that there is no opposition in the
true sense of the word, but that it is simply aesfipial opposition that exists mostly for
appearances or to satisfy personal aspirationgeT™as no significant difference among

the respondents to this question by gender; matdsfamales were roughly equally
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divided in their responses.However, here were considerable differences alone
religious lines in the response to the questiorualadether or not there is a democr:
political life in Lebanon 60.5% of the Christians saw that there is no@sacy in the
country, compared with5.8%o0f the Muslim respondentsAs for the exisence of a true
opposition,44.3% of the Christians saw that there is no tnogeosition,compared with

61%of the Muslim respondents as illustrated in figdiieelow.

70.00%

60.00%

50.00%

40.00%
u Christians

30.00% i Muslims
20.00%

10.00%

0.00%
no democracy no opposition

Figure 4. Is there democracy in Lebanon? Is thdrae opposition
Source: Information International, 19

It is important to note that among the religiousups surveyed there were lal
discrepancies between ir answers along religious lines: 88.5% of the Rar€atholic:
respondents, 74.6% of the Shiites, 67.6% of theolitas, 49.7% of the Sunnis, 47.:

of the Greek Orthodox, 45% of the Alaouites, 43.684he Druze, and 21.7% of tl
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Protestants saw that tieeis no democratic political life iLebanon.

As for the existence of a true opposition group, liflghest p«centage of thos
who do not see that there is opposi comesrom among the Druze responde
(67.3%), followed by the Sunnis .8% and then the Shiites 52.1 86% of the Roma
Catholics and the Alaouites respondents, and tie8?4 of the Protestanand 44.5%
of the Orthodox. Té Maronitechad the lowest percentage,43.3% not finding a tru

and efficient polical opposition group. (Fure 5 below)

Alaouites

Greek Orthodox

i there is no
oppostion

Sunnis

Maronites

Shiites
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0 20 40 60

Figure 5: How different religious rites look at agition and at democracy in the cc
Source: Information International, 19

There were marked differences also alorgional lines, with those livir
in Beirut (74.7%) and the Mount Lebanon (75.1%) ahaving the highest percentage

those who do not see the political life as demacmrtough with the lowest percente
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(32.2%) in the Bekaa valley regiol

As for the regional distribution of the renses to the existence of a ti
political opposition, the highest percentage opoeglents denying the exister
of a political opposition came from the South (72a region from which con
both the Prime minister and the Speaker of thegmdntat thetime.

Distributed by age, the survey showed the majoatythe younge
generations not believing in the presence of adp@osition. The large majori
of the respondents with the highest incobelieved that there is no democre
political life in Lebanon. As for the education fac the higher the educatic
levels the less likely the respondents were to five political life as democrati

(Figure 6).

& Jr high
pol life is not democratic i university rsrchr
 higher studies

i high schl

i tech or professional

political life is not democratic

50 55 60 65 70 75
% of respondents

Figure 6: Is political life democratic? Respondegrisupecby education lewv
Source: Information International, 19
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This survey also asked about the attitude of tspaedents towards renewing the
mandate of the president (which does not conforrthéoConstitutional dictates): Over
half of the respondents (56.8%) refused the renewfalthe President’'s mandate
(Information International, October 1997).

The 1997 study done by Information Internationaleaded a realistic view of the
system in place in Lebanon during the Syrian octtapathe majority of the respondents
did not see the current political life as democratiat the government is controlled by a
“mafia of rulers,” and that there is “no true oppios.” It is worth noting that the higher
the education level the less likely they are ta fihe political life as democratic during
the Syrian occupation: 70% of those carrying a éigtiploma compared to 47.4% of

those with an elementary education found politiéalnon-democratic.

Would a regime other than democracy be acceptabléhe country?

In continuing with the list of topics that addretbe Lebanese attitude towards
democracy, the following surveys tried to see € ttebanese do consider democracy as
the only game in town.

In September of 2001 Information International aeetdd an opinion poll on
government performance after 200 days of the gowent's being in place, and then
again after 300 daysOne question asked about the accountability oftheernment

and to whom it should answer. In the 200 days thellresults showed that the majority
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of the respondents see that government is accderitakards the parliame (Figure 7)

200 Days: to Whom Should

Government Answer?

60
2 50 ] 1
5 —
= 40 —
e [ E—
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5] [
<= 20 -
15}
X 10 - —

0 - . I . R .

parliament NGOs do not know

government should aswer to ----

Figure 7. To whom should the governmanswer?
Source: Information International 2(

When the same poll was repeated after 300 daysieofgbvernmenbeing in
power, 37.4% of the respondents said the government mnssbleto the parliament,
44.4% said to theeople, 10.2% did not know and 7.2% said thvernment should
answer to NGO¢Figure 8). Only in a democratic regime does theegnment answe

to the people who elected them into pow
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Figure 8: To whom should the government answer@ dzgs into the term of th
current governmer
Source: Information International, 20

Another questiorfrom the September 200hfbrmation International survethat
is relevant to our topicasked the respondents if they agreed on the estaidint of ¢
military governmet. 77.7% said No, 11.0% saices, 8.6% did not know, and 2.7
were not concerned. Broken into confessions, of the Maronites refused ti
possibility of a military government, 73.7% of Gke®rthodox, 88.6% of Rome

Catholics, 85% of Sunnis, 75.9% of Shiites, an@%vof Druze. (Figure 9)
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Figure 9 : A military government is not acceptalby religious rites.
Sourcdnformation International, 20C

In April of 2003 anothelnformation Internationastudy polled theLebanese
about what they thought of the-year war and its purpose. Therveywas published in
An-Naharnewspaper on Api 22,2003. On the anniversary of the start of the Leka
war, April 13, a sample of 600 Lebanese citizenthangreater Beirut arewere asked
about the causes and resiof the war and the Taef accord. The results shavat
only10.2%of the respondenbelieve that the war accomplished the purpose fochwit

was started87.7% believd that it did not accomplish any of its gdalwhatever these

7 In the survey, the “goals” were never described in a clear fashion. These goals are still a
contentious subject among the Lebanese and are seen differently depending on the faction. The
Christians mostly see it as a way to recapture the country from the outsiders and especially the
armed Palestinian refugees in the country. The Shiites see it as a way to acquire social justice and
equality. The Druze and the Sunnis have their own goals too. Even though the different factions see
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were. (Figure 10)
These results were not influenced by the religiafiliation of the

respondents.

i war did accomplish goal

i war did not accomplish
goal

Figure 10: Did the 1971990 war accomplish its gdal
Source: Information International, 2003.

49% of those sueyed suffred damages from the w&2% lost their homes; 44.5
werefor bringing to justice the leaders of the differerilitias and political partes that
participated in the war37.8% believd that the Taef accord broughshort temporar
end to the wanvhile 32.5% believd that it brought a long temporary e

The results from the above mentioned surveys &k ledements that fit under tl

the war differently and its goals vary from one faction to the other, the majority agreed, however, on
the fact that the war did not after all achieve any of what it was fought for.
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definition we are following for the attitudinal cqonent of a consolidated democracy,
where “the overwhelming majority of the people be& that any further political
change must emerge from within the parameter of odeatic formulas” (Linz &
Stepan, 1996: 5). Considering the government asuatable to the people is a clear
indicator of an attitude used to the mechanics \wodkings of a democratic system,
where those in power still have to answer to thepfeethey represent.

A 2005 Zogby International survey done in sevekedb countries, including
Lebanon, studied the citizens’ attitude towards denacy. It was done through face-to-
face interviews with six hundred randomly seleatiizens in each country. The study
was commissioned by the Center for Democracy aadRithle of Law. Of the questions
asked, three are of interest for the purpose o tinesis to test the Lebanese attitude
towards democracy:

- Do you identify with the Lebanese identity first with the religious identity

first?
- Do you conceive a political regime in Lebanon ottien democracy?
- Do you trust an elected Islamic government tto¥o the rules of democracy?

The majority of the respondents in Lebanon identfth the Lebanese identity

first. This result is echoed by a similar questasked in the 2007 Springhints —Mind

the Gapsurvey, which will be discussed further below.Is® a majority of the
respondents in Lebanon did not see a regime in nabaother than democracy.

Christians in Lebanon were most skeptical aboufskEmic government in the country:
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just one in five said they believe an Islamic goweent would abide by the laws of a
democracy.

A report done in November of 2007, by the Universit Jordan in collaboration
with Statistics Lebanon, as part of the Arab Bartem&urvey Project and which took
place in several Arab countries, showed the Lelmra#stude towards democracy,
citizenship and the democratic institutions. Ie&led that a large majority of the
Lebanese (89%) consider democracy to be better dahginother form of government,
that over 72% do not see any justifications to abbhaman rights for the sake of
security, and that over 79% see that a parliamgstgstem of different political parties
is an appropriate political system for the country.

From December 29, 2006 to January 2, 2007 Stttidtebanon surveyed the
Lebanese attitude about the sit-in in the downtawea. The sit-in was organized as a
form of political protest against the governmenthe survey used direct personal
interviews and cluster sampling from a sample d #4€spondents residing in various
areas of Lebanon and comprised of an equal number hoth genders and a variety of
age groups made up of a variety of income and eduedh levels and sects. Asked
about the demonstrations and sit-in in the downt@sea to show opposition to the
government, the responses showed that 33% straswgbported the sit-in, 29.75%
strongly opposed, 18.5% opposed, and 0.75% reftsedspond (51% supported and
48.25% opposed the sit-in). Asked if taking to Hteeets was an acceptable way to

change a regime “as opposed to doing it throughodeatically elected institutions,
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43.75% answered affirmatively, 41% answered negBtiv13.25% answered ‘I don't
know’, and 2% refused to respond.”

A few months later in May of 2007, another agenajormation International,
conducted ampinion poll about the still ongoing sit-in. It shked the Lebanese losing
their patience and becoming less supportive ofsihén. In the Statistics Lebanon
survey, the majority of the respondents were ferdit-in in the downtown area as a sign
of protest against the government. In the Inforomatnternational survey, five months
later, the results seem to show a different attitashong the respondents towards the sit-
in. The Information International survey was coctéd between May 7 and May 14,
2007. The survey was published in issue 60iMbnthly, the printed voice of
Information International. The opinion poll washdoicted on a sample of 1000 citizens
in different Lebanese areas. The poll had the Wohg results:

More than half (56.8%) of the respondents wereinggathe sit-in in the
downtown area. It is important to note that the arij of the Shiite respondents
(77.5%) were for the sit-in with only 18% of theiif¥s being against it. 87.25% of the
Druze respondents were against the sit-in, 87%hef $unnis, and 65.2% of the
Maronites. This later survey showed a differenitumte towards the sit-in and
impatience with its unintended result. It paratyzbe downtown area and financially
hurt the businesses that operate in that neighlbdcho

These two surveys, in addition to addressing thirude of the citizens towards

democracy, are also useful in illustrating the véral variable of this study. The sit-in
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shows citizens acting in a way that fits under dnetates of the laws and aiming at
resolving conflicts in a manner that eschews vicéenlt should also be mentioned that
the sit-in could have led to the army or the polmembers forcibly and violently
removing the protesters from the capital. The fomesl of demonstration and of
expression were respected by the armed forceshas# wwho control them. The fact
that the sit-in lost the sympathy and understandintipe majority of the citizens after a
while but without their resorting to violence, skea lot to the democratic habits of the
Lebanese. These surveys not only show the atinfdthe Lebanese towards a
democratic regime, but they also address a beha@vadrillustrates how the Lebanese
move towards resolving a conflict within the comefnof the established laws, and
according to the established norms. The Congtitat component is also illustrated in
this example where the conflicts are “resolved imitthe dictates of laws, procedures
and institutions established in a mutually agrepdnuprocess “ (Linz & Stepan, 1996:
6).

From June 2006 to April 2008, The Lebanese Opirdalvisory Committee
(LOAC) in a collaborative effort with the Internatial Republican Institute (IRI), and
Statistics Lebanon studied the “Attitudes Towarde National Identity, Voting and
Democratic Institutions.” This study was done tlglowa series of opinion polls over a
period of time extending from June 2006 to April080 The polls examined the
“Lebanese Public Perceptions and Attitudes tow#ndsNational Identity, Voting and

Democratic Institutions,” as expressed by the tfléhe study.

www.manaraa.com



67

The first opinion poll of the series took placeidg the period from June 14 to
July 10 of 2006 It was conducted shortly before the Israeli - Helzh war in 2006. It
focused “on public perceptions of the Lebaneseonatiidentity, voting and democratic
institutions.” The sample was of 2400 responddrigiibuted geographically across the
country in urban and rural areas, and among diftes®cio-economic groups. The
survey, conducted door to door, found that the heba “express firm national
allegiance, viewing themselves primarily as Lebaresd secondarily as a member of a

sect or a religion.” It also had the following ués:

The Lebanese see themselves as Lebanese firstembars of their 75.7%

religious sect second

“voting is a duty for every citizen who has thehtigo vote” 94.4%

“the voting process can change reality” 79.1%

“the purpose of voting is to select the right peofd rule Lebanon, 85.4%

regardless of their political party or sect”

support a “democratic government and reject tha tat extenuating89%

circumstances would justify a non-democratic goxregnt”

Table 1. Lebanese Attitudes towards National Idgntoting and Democratic Institutions.
Source: LOAC, IRI and Statisticdboheon, July 2006.
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“A majority of the respondents support the Taef é@@nent, which states that
Muslims and Christians should receive an equal rermdf the 128 seats in the
Parliament.”

Other notable results:

e 91.4% of the respondents consider participatiotha elections to be a
way to “improve the future.”

e 62% of the respondents “prefer voting for candida&presenting political
parties or groups.”

e 80% said they would ultimately make their own dercis when voting
rather than follow the directives of the religidaader.

e Shiites are the most likely group to follow the tmstions of their
religious leader, 44.2% of the Shiites said theyM@onsider it as “their
duty to follow a religious order, compared with 8%. of Sunnis, 12.6% of
Christians, and 9.9% of the Druze.” This lasdiig is illustrated in

figure 11:
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Would Follow Instructions of

Religious Leaders When Voting

Druzes
Christians
Sunnis @ would follow
instructions of religious
Shiites leaders when voting
0.00% 20.00% 40.00% 60.00%

would follow religious leader's intructions when voting

Figure 11: Would follow voting instructions fromliggous leaders, along religious rite
Source: LOAC, IRI and Statistics Lebanon, July 2

This survey shows the importance the Lebanesehattavoting as a part of

system that allows theto share in the decision making process, to caligeges and t

be equal and active members of a society where aetyocracy is an acceptable fo

of governing.

These results were confirmed by another survey waed between Novemb

15 and December 1bf 200¢ also by the IRI, the LOA@nd Statistics Leban. This

onelooked at the Perceptions oPolitics, Leadership, and Currengdhts in Lebanc.”

The same methods were used as in the previous studyit found a “high degree ¢

nationalism and strong belief in the importance of voting and dieenocratic proce.”

A clear majority (86%) of the responds, “from all regions and se: opt for non-

violent, democratic and legal means of achievirgrtpolitical ends.” 13% said “the
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would participate in potentially violent demonsimas in order to achieve their
objectives.”

The third survey in this series was conducted i072@nd it was another
collaborative effort between the IRI, the LOAC afdatistics Lebanan It was
conducted between May 14 and June 11. It lookedParceptions of Paolitics,

Leadership and Current Events in Lebanon,” withftlowing results:

71% claimed they were ‘Lebanese first, member of ayralis group

second’

57% believe that the solution to the current politicaisis can be

achieved through peaceful means

29% fear that the solution will come through some degie

violence

14% think the solution will lead to or result ipen armed conflict

35% see that the primary cause of the currentlicomind the sit-in
in downtown Beirut is a result of an “internatiorzald regiona
conflicts”

70% support the current “arrangement of equal esgntation
between Christians and Muslims, put in place afiter Taef
Accord.

Table 2. Lebanese perceptions of politics, leadigrstmd current events in the country.
Source: LOAC, IRI, and t&ttics Lebanon, 2007.
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This series of polls conducted by the IRI, the LOAGd Statistics Lebanpn
between June 2006 and April 2008, show “strongeb@li democracy and voting among
the Lebanese, particularly as preferable to autiocca theocratic alternatives.” The
majority of the Lebanese (86% of the respondenp$)fa non-violent, democratic and
legal means of achieving their political ends. Boevey also found a high degree of
nationalism and a strong belief in the importanteating and the democratic process.
Although most of the respondents did not belong fmlitical party and do not plan on
joining one in the future, they do believe in thesitive impact non-governmental

organizations have on public policy in Lebanon.

In August 9, 2006, théAn-Nahar newspaper published a survey in its annex
Nahar el-Shabab In cooperation with the YMCA, the Internationatsociation for
Administration and Training, and the Colloquium farliamentary Dialogue conducted
a survey about the “Definition of Democracy and i8es of Information”. The survey
showed that 90% of the respondents knew the defindf democracy as the rule of the
people by the people. These respondents who khevdéfinition had at least a high
school education and came from all social ranksas&€hwho could not give a correct
definition of democracy were either illiterate oitlwan elementary level education.

Other than education, another source of informaigothe media: those between
33 and 39 years of age, 59.3% get their informaftiom the media, with 53.8% of those

doing so under 18 years of age. Asked if they radticed democracy in one way or
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another:

98.4% | Of those over 47 yrs of age answered affirmatively

92.4%| Of post-graduates answered affirmatively

50% | Of young people polled saw that joining a politiparty is a

road to leadership

94.8% | of those surveyed respect others’ opinions

1.8% | believe in using force to impose their opisio

Table 3. Do the Lebanese practice democracy?
Sourdn-Nahar(Aug 9, 2006)

This survey shows the importance the Lebanesehattademocracy: the large
majority has participated in democracy, knows whateans, respects others’ opinion,
and does not believe in using force to impose sheir

In their 2001 survey about government performar@i® days and then 300 days
into the current government’s mandate, Informatioternational asked about the
possibility of a military government and if it wallbe the answer to a better
performance and better security. The answer wasaunding “No” from all segments
of society that were asked (88.6% of the Roman @ia) 85% of the Sunnis, and

75.9% of the Shiites refused the option of a m¥ilgovernment).
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Another issue that the regime in Lebanon is faga@ result of its make-up and
of its location in the Arab world with its overwhaihg Muslim majority, is how to
protect the democratic regime from falling to Isiaation®. They sometimes get
misinterpreted and pushed to extremes, which egulabuses and discriminations. In
the 2005 Zogby International poll conducted in salveéArab countries, including
Lebanon, only 36% of the Lebanese respondents dgveek the claim that an Islamic
government would follow the rules of democracyheTespondents included Lebanese
Christians and Muslims. Another surveSpringhints - Mind the Gapalso showed a
majority of the respondents rejecting the idearofsdamization of the country’s laws by
“impregnating “the Lebanese Constitution with Kacalaws. The Islamization was not
seen as a possibility by the respondents who wged aetween 18 and 30 years. On
the other hand the University of Jordan / Stasstiebanon report saw that the
respondents for their majority (around 56%) do He possibility of a democratic
regime while remaining compatible with Islam, rattiean falling prey to it.

In conclusion to this sub-section of the survelig, question at hand, whether a
regime other than democracy, is acceptable in domtey, it was clear that the majority
of the Lebanese do not see another regime as aptabte option. A military regime is
unappealing to them, and so an Islamic Shari’amegi Voting and peaceful resolution
of conflicts are the preferred methods. Beingtimfed and involved in the current

affairs of governing and voting is another way aftfipating in the democratic regime.

8 [slamization is when the laws for daily life spélleut by the Koran are
considered the laws of the land.
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Since democracy co-exists with conflict, it neciedges and even breeds conflict, but it is
also built on means of conflict resolution that puarge emphasis on the process, on the
participation of elites and non-elites alike in nmgkdecisions and finding compromises.
The role political parties play in this process a@ssential. The following section
addresses the Lebanese attitude toward this immgodamponent of a democratic

regime: the political parties and their leaders.

The role of the political parties and affiliationa the leader.

It would be of use at this point to remind the aof the role the political parties
play in functioning democracies. They provide amgamizational base for elites to
compete and to mobilize the masses. They are botlegfative and competitive”
(Eldersveld and Walton, 2000:14). The politicaltjgar recruit leaders, formulate policy,
and mobilize support (Eldersveld and Walton). Tipegvide a linkage between the
citizens and the government. They allow for somme ef accountability towards the
public, and a way to let the masses’ needs be knoWme local structures of parties
“maintain close relations to the public, selectdidates, raise money, recruit personnel,
determine issue position.” (Eldersveld &Walton, Qd®4) They also have an
educational function informing citizens about tlksues, the candidates and the votes.
The parties allow for a “meaningful citizen panpiation, governmental stability,
maintenance of public order, effective representatif social groups, responsiveness of

elites to mass needs and problems, and increasoept@nce of the political values of
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democracy” (Eldersveld &Walton, 2000: 411). Thedieis in these parties or the elites
have “significant national influence” (Puthnam, 1974&). They arrive to influential
positions through permeable channels from othefepsions and fields such as the
business field, from the institutions in place sashthe parties or the military or the
local universities. (Putnam, 1976). It remainsb said however that the concept of
democracy, or ruling of the people by the peogancompatible with the presence of
elites. That is what Pennock termed as “democtatision” (as cited in Aberbach et
al.1981 : 207), the tension between liberty andaétyuthat will always exist in
functioning democracies. Or, as Robert Michelsuasy that “every system of
leadership is incompatible with the most essemistulates of democracy.” (as quoted
in Aberbach et al. 1981: 170). This proves torbe tn a traditional society such as the
one in Lebanon. Not only is it a traditional sdgibut it is also a plural society made up
of many segments divided along the lines of eightdiferent religious sects. A further
characteristic of a plural society is that “polticparties, interest groups, media of
communication, schools, and voluntary associattend to be organized along the lines
of segmental cleavages” (Lijphart, 1977: 3). Ttescribes very closely the Lebanese
social and political scenes.

On the political scene, the “grand coalition” isestially between the leaders or
the “elites” (to use Eldesveld’s and Walton’s te@000) or the “influentials” and the
“decision makers” (Putnam, 1976) of each segmé&hese segments are represented

through numerous political parties, usually fornaéahg religious lines, and they do have
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a predominantly Christian or predominantly Muslionstituency. Along those same
lines, the leaders of these parties are at the samehe traditional leaders of the
segments. They are elected to the parliament mnpaat of the government and
therefore of the grand coalition. The leaders pgudite in the political process through
elections and other democratic institutions. thisn an intriguing mix of western
qualifications and local factors that play in theka-up of the political parties in
Lebanon. On the one hand, the presence of numpuoditisal parties is an important
sign of a democratic regime that allows for conflind differences. On the other hand,
the political parties in Lebanon are formed alosligrous affiliations. They are led
mostly by prominent political families, and thedea's post is handed down from father
to son. That seems to be at odds with what is isetire western literature where parties
are considered as “continuous bodies not depermuatetiite founding leader (or leaders),
are local and at the same time national unitsselfeconscious determinant of leaders to

make decisions, and are seeking followers at thie’gba Palombara, 1966 :6).

In Lebanon are the political parties seen as cHaroieolitical participation and
representation ? Are they seen as an organizatlwassd for the elites to compete, to
mobilize the masses, formulate policy and receaders? Also do the Lebanese see the
parties as allowing some sort of accountabilitytre leaders towards the public, and a
way to let the masses’ needs be known (Eldersvéldalkon, 2000)? Are they
alleviating the pressure coming from “mass paréitign” (Huntington, 1968) or acting

as a “transmission belts for pressure from lowewrd¢ Daalder, in LaPalombara. ed.
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1966: 71)?

In 1995 the Lebanese Institution for the Permaavit Peace had a survey done
by Abdo Ka'i, and focused on the Political parties Lebanon. The results were
published in a book edited by Antoine Messarra &@tdr mentioned in Farid El-
Khazen's study on the Lebanese Political Partiée. Survey studied the commitment of
the Lebanese adult citizens to the political partad associations (el-Khazen, 2002

:61). The results were as follows:

10% of those living in the larger cities said thegre committed to a politica

party

62% of the respondents refused to be connectedpwlitical parties

69% of the respondents saw that political parte@aplicate matters

51% | expressed their doubt as to the capacity of theigall parties to enhang
democracy and unity in modern societies

Table 4. Commitment of Lebanese to political pattie
Source: Lebanese Institution for Beemanent Civil Peace as quoted in el-Khazen, 2002

It is important to note that this survey is date¥P9, just as the country was
coming out of the ravages of the war between theedrmilitias, including the militias of
the different political parties. The citizens haat yet recovered from the atrocities of the
war and as a result ended up being under the ottoopaf the Syrian regime. All of

those factors lead to an unfavorable view of thigipal parties. That attitude is similar
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to the one found in the IRI, LOAC and Statisticdhéronsurvey conducted between
May 14 and June 11, 2007, which found that politpzaties “tend to receive blame for
Lebanon’s troubles.” The same survey also fourad mmost respondents do not belong,
and would not consider belonging, to any politigerty. One exception is an
extraordinary high level of potential participatiamong young people in Lebanon. Of
those who would consider joining a political par3% are between the ages of 18 and
39. That is more than twice the number than waolasider joining a party in any other
age category.”

This ambivalence of feelings that the Lebanese stoovards political parties is
shown in the results of an earlier LOAC, IR, artdtiStics Lebanon poll, that took place
between June 14 and July 10, 2006. It showed, grotimer results, that 62% of the
respondents “prefer voting for candidates représemolitical parties or groups.” Also,
and “While the vast majority of Lebanese are notniners of a political party, 78% of
the respondents expressed a preference when asketh wolitical party best
represented their point of view.” Asked which goll party best represented them,
“the answer “no one” received the highest percent@g21.92%.” The overwhelming
majority of Lebanese support peaceful methods dditipal transition and reject the use
of violence. A clear majority (86%) - from all iegs and sects - opt for non-violent,

democratic and legal means of achieving their jgaliends.” (Figure 12)
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preference for a pol party

Eno

Eyes

peaceful pol transition

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Figure 12: Preference for a political party anddqreaceful politicetransition
Source: LOAC, IRI, and Statistics Lebanon, July&

Most of the respondents do not plan on joining htipal party in the future and a
cynic about the parties’ ro On the other handtlfe majority of those polled belie
that nongovernmental organizations can have a positive anpa public policy ir

Lebanon. “

In 2004, theBeirut center for Research andormation published a report abc
the Political parties ancConfessionalism. The report found thie political parties in
Lebanon could play a major role in steering the ntty away from politica
confessimalism and from the system built on religious &fibns. However, the fa
that the political parties in Lebanon have a “rielig ideltity” causes a mor obstacle in

the move towards political secularisrThis fact will be discussed in further details i

www.manharaa.com




80

later section about the Challenges to the Condadidlaaf Democracy in Lebanon. The
overwhelmingly religious identity of the politicplarties leads to a membership that is
limited to a single religious affiliation, stampket political party with the religious
connection of its leader, and makes it difficult that leader to play a national role
independently and away from the one in his religigpoup. The leader, and with him
the political party, will always be considered astpf and representative of his (and it is
mostly a male leader) religious rite rather thapoétical view or agenda. One glaring
example is Hezbollah, which is made up of a crusl@hiite majority. Very few Sunnis,
Druzes or Christians carry a Hezbollah membershipthe party’s role of formulating
policy, there will always be a doubt that the peogs or agenda suggested by the party
are meant to benefit the whole country rather tth@nnarrow goals of the concerned
religious rite. The masses’ needs are transform&dthe religious rite’s needs. The
political competition that should be based on platls and reform programs, are
transformed into contentions among the religiotessri Formulating policy and ensuring
the elite-mass linkage are always viewed throughléimses of the religious rite rather
than the whole country.

The political parties are also built mostly arouhe personality of the leader
rather than around a political philosophy. Thed&rais consequently followed blindly
without questioning. The political party is theved treated as personal property handed
down from father to son (Beirut Center for Reseanld Information, Issam ISMAEL,

Oct 2004). That too does not fit into the moldited western political parties where, in

www.manaraa.com



81

functioning democracies, the parties choose anthpt® leaders who are accountable to
the people and who follow a political and seculgerada. In Lebanon, quite often, the
leader comes from a prominent family well known itsrpolitical past, and expected to

keep providing the future leaders. The leadersnateaccountable to the people since
they are not elected, but on the contrary, arewald blindly.

In October 2006 Information International conducéedopinion poll to study the
Lebanese attitude towards their political leaddtgyht hundred citizens were polled with
an even distribution among confessions and fromvét®us mohafazats. The results of
the poll showed the willingness of the Lebaneségbow remarkable and strong loyalty
to their leaders. They also have shown a gre&tamse to any change in their loyalty,
signifying the rigidity of Lebanon’s political ansbcial symbols.” Another interesting
finding of this poll is that the Lebanese tend perceive issues through the eyes of their
leaders more than their confessions.”

A poll published inAn-Naharthe 27th of July, 2007 showed that the Lebanese
people’s primary allegiance is to the “za’'im” oratker, rather than to the political
programs. A study conducted by Information Intéorel, surveying a sample
representing all regions and sections of Lebaneseety, showed that 65.5% of the
respondents say they have allegiance to the leatleere is a tendency to worship the
leader, as if they were “half-deity.” They areléeVed blindly, even when they switch
positions. They also fill the role of providingreiges to their followers in the absence of

a government. The void left by the incompetencgasfernment agencies and the lack of
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basic services normally provided by a functionimyegrnment is filled by the “za’im”.
That leads to the immunity of the “za’im” againstcauntability by making him
indispensable. This fact is true among all religiaffiliations.

Another Information International poll done betwedime 2 and June 9, 2008,
addressed the Lebanese citizens’ attitude towastic@ans in general and towards the
leaders of each religious group. The poll covei®@@0 Lebanese from across the
country. The notable results were that 78.4% ofréspondents do not trust politicians.
Addressing the citizens’ allegiance to the “za’imm’ each confession, 97.4% of the
Shiites are loyal to Hassan Nassrallah (the Hezbd#ader) and 96.7% of the Shiites see
that Nabih Berri, the leader of Amal, the otheritehparty allied with Hezbollah, has an
excellent or good performance. The loyalties amitregChristians to their leaders are
not as high and they have more than one leaderChhistians in the country have more
independence in their thinking and they seldomofella single leader. In comparison,
Sunni respondents show a high degree of loyalt$o)7t their one uncontested leader
Sa’ad al-Hariri. The Sunnis or the Shiites have ancontested leader, and it is quite
threatening to the few independent Shiites to spgmkgainst the declared leader. The
same rings true for the Sunnis whose declared teadbe son of the assassinated Prime
Minister Hariri.

This allegiance to the leader is a trait of a tiadal society where loyalties to
the family or the clan leader is prevalent. Thepext will be discussed further in the

Challenges to the Consolidation of Democracy sectioFollowing the leader also
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includes following that leader’s attitude towardsigihboring countries: the same 2008
Information International poll surveyed 1000 Lebsadrom across the country about
“their position towards Arab and foreign countriesdations with Syria and other issues.”
The results showed that the Lebanese positionsrtswArab and foreign countries
reflect greatly the attitude of their za'im towartt&at country. For the purpose of this
survey, the term “leader” does not include theicterone question asked whether clerics
should meddle with politics: 57% of the respondesatid that they should not.

As for the political parties, the 1995 survey menéd earlier, and done by the
Lebanese Institution for the Permanent Civil Pealggwed anger and resentment
towards the political parties. The major reasohirte that is the role they played during
the war, their transformation into an armed mildiad resorting to violence rather than
the democratically agreed upon process to resobvelicts: 62% of the respondents
refused to be connected with political parties. féxsthe capacity of the political parties
to offer effective solutions to the problems facsariety, 69% of the respondents saw
that political parties complicate matters ratheanthhelp with solutions, and 51%
expressed their doubt as to the capacity of thitigadl parties to enhance the democracy
and unity in modern societies.

The 2004 poll done by the Beirut Center for Redearad Information about the

role of political parties found that the negatived aalmost hostile view the citizens held
in 1995 towards the political parties had changBg.2004, they are seen as a possible

player in steering the country away from politicanfessionnalism and towards a
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secular government. However, the overwhelmingligieus identity of the parties’
membership and the fact that they are built ardhedpersonality of the leader makes it
difficult for them to realize such a role.

The above mentioned surveys do show the politicatigs as mobilizing the
masses, letting their needs be known, providingedacational function informing
citizens about the issues, the candidates and ttes,v “allowing for citizen
participation, and increasing acceptance of theitigal values of democracy”
(Eldersveld & Walton, 2000: 411). The fact tha tiolitical parties moved away from
the peaceful conflict resolution they are desigmedachieve in a democracy, and
transformed into armed militias during the war ttimaitself turned the citizens against
them for a while. This aversion to the politicarfees as a result of their resorting to
violence is in itself a manifestation of a “cultwkdemocracy” (Hanna, 2008).

Before ending this section about the political igsttit is important to note that
over eighty political parties exist in the countand this large number speaks volumes
to the freedom of expression and of assembly iraheh. Also the fact that the citizens
have the choice of joining any political party framong the numerous ones operating
in the country demonstrates the presence of areuttuidemocracy. As for the fact that
the political parties allow for accountability atvdnsparency in the political system, and
the necessary move away from religion and confaafism, these were addressed in the

following surveys.
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A September 2003 survey done by Information Intéonal addressed the need

for administrative reform and how to go about A random sample of 600 Greater

Beirut residents was surveyed between Septemban@29 of 2003. To the question of

how real administrative reform would be realizdtt ainswers came as follows:

20.6%

called for the application of the lllicit WiaLaw

20.2%

wanted the elimination of the confessional systémoditics

17.9%

called for the adoption of a merit-based system

16.7%

proposed the dismissal of corrupt employees

12%

suggested restructuring the public sector

11.4%

called for an end to politicians’ interference lire tadministration

Table 5. How real administrative reform would balized.
Source: Information Internatior2003

What is mostly relevant to our study is the nedgdsiadopt a merit system in the

public sector, which implies getting rid of the éessional system in politics, an issue at

the root of the challenges to the consolidatioderhocracy in the country. There were

many calls recently (in 2009 and 2010) to put ash terthe political confessionalism, set

into motion in 1992 when the Taef Accord was apmplidt divided the parliament seats
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equally among the Christians and the Muslims, witle Christian half divided
proportionally among the different Christian ritesid the Muslim half also divided up
proportionally among the different Muslim confesgo However, and even though it
was called for in the Taef Accord, putting an eadhe political confessionalism was
never attempted. Another call by the speaker efRlarliament in 2009 to start the
phasing out of the political confessionalism wast méh skepticism, cynicism, and
accusations of hidden motives as it was reportatiarprint and broadcast media at that
time. The topic of political confessionalism wakleessed in many surveys and will be
discussed in more details in its own section below.

Another survey that looked at government accoulityalvas mentioned earlier,
and it studied the Lebanese thoughts about theanmdrits results. It was done by
Information International in April of 2003, on tleecasion of the anniversary of the war
that started on April 13, 1975. 87.7% of thoseveyed believed that the war did not
accomplish any of its goals (whatever these wensidered to be), and 44.5% were for
bringing to justice the leaders of the differentitiais that participated in the war. The
militias were the armed factions of the politicalriies that were major players on the
political scene and represented in the Lebanedaiant. That explains the negative
attitude the Lebanese had towards the politicaigsmaafter the war ended. The militia
leaders were not brought to justice; instead theygewnade members of the Cabinet of
Ministers, with the exception of three of the Matenleaders. The three were anti-

Syrians and ended up being either exiled to Frangait behind bars. All of that did not
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bring a good closure to the events that had traaedhtthe country for almost two
decades, not to mention the fact that there wascnountability for the violence and the
crimes committed during the war.

The same 2003 Information International survey moeed earlier about
government accountability, also showed the majasitghe respondents as seeing the
government accountable to the people directly dh#&oparliament, which is elected by
the people. These elections happen every foursyestion wide to elect the 126
members of the parliament. These elections areedesl by electoral campaigns, ads,
and political rallies organized by the differentipcal parties. Taking into account the
fact that Lebanon is surrounded by countries ridgda single party, and where the
winners of the elections win by a 99% majority afteving thrown the opposition
representatives in jail, or prohibited them fronmming, taking all of that into account
gives the elections in Lebanon an added importaf8=zeral of the surveys mentioned
above addressed the value that the Lebanese attadting and to elections. Many
more listed and described below show the importathee Lebanese attach to the

parliamentary elections.

The nature and value of the elections.
A post-parliamentary election opinion poll was diretween September 23 and
October 5, 2000 by Information International. Argdhe questions posed, the relevant

one to this study asked the respondents if theyplaaticipated in the last parliamentary
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elections. A large majority of the respondentsd%, answered affirmatively, even

only 41.1% of the respondents believed that thetieles were honest to a moder

degree, 25.4% saw it honest to a high degree ar8¥dionst to a low degreeThe

high degree of participaticis significant when one realizéisat 29.3%of those polled

saw that there wa®reign intervention in the elections and 68.9%&fse responden

specified that there was a Syrian interventionh@elections. 30.0% said they did r

know if there were any interventionalthoughthese elections took place during

Syrian occupation of the country. 52.4% of thepmndents were satisfied with 1

electoral process, 31.3% were not satisfied, a..3% did not know(Figure 13).
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Figure 13: 2000 parliamentary elections
Source: Information International, October 2000.

Another Information nternational studgommissioned by the UNIC and done
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in 2000 looked at the Constitutional and Legal Eaof the 2000 election law. The
study was published iAn-Naharnewspaper on two consecutive days, May 12 and 13,
2005. It uncovered the many infractions that tepdkce during the days and months
leading up to the parliamentary elections of thary2000 and during the elections. In
addition to publishing the survepin-Nahar added more details to the events that took
place around the 2000 elections describing mantamees where the system was
manipulated to provide a pro-Syrian majority in fregliament and consequently a pro-
Syrian government. The articles mentioned the fiaat tens of thousands of Kurds,
Palestinians and Syrians were granted the Lebamsgenality through a decree rather
than a law, and their vital records were placedpacific areas of the country to tip the
population make-up in favor of the pro-Syrian calatles. The same Information
International study (2000) unveiled widespread fgmiandering” throughout the
electoral districts, interferences and pressureghleySyrian forces and security agents.
Buying votes and buying candidates out of the meaere also reported in the study.
Unfair and uncontrolled access to media outletd,tha unregulated use of the media by
candidates, especially those who already heldiaffpositions, or those who possessed
the financial means to buy unlimited access, athefabove mentioned factors gave an
unfair advantage to some candidates against otersrding to the study.
In 2000, and after the parliamentary elections, ynaihthose surveyed by
Information International did participate in theeetions, even though only 41% of

the respondents saw these elections as moderaiash Also a majority of the
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respondents saw that there was Syrian intervemtidhe elections, as reported by
the An-Nahararticle related to this election. Even though ¢heere elections, and
the principle of parliamentary elections was stpected and kept in place, the
system was manipulated in a way that turned it f@vie to the powers controlling
the land.

The attitude towards the importance and necesditthe elections is also
present in another Information International staidye in 2004 and published in the
iMonthly of August 2004 under the title “Elections Are Nes&y Even When
Fraudulent: a Study”. A stratified sample of 608idents in the Greater Beirut area,
between the 6and 2% of June 2004, was interviewed face to face. Thgority of
the respondents, 72.5%, support the principle ettmins, while 26.3% have an

unfavorable view, divided up as follows:

51.2% see that elections allow for the opportutatfreely express opinion

21.3% see the elections as an occasion to hotdgeptatives accountable

13.3% see the elections as favoring the rule byrtagrity rather than by those
who are competent

13 % see it as a futile exercise in a developingty

Table 6: Lebanese Attitude Towards Elections.
Source: Information International, 2004.
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This result came even when 70.2 % of the resposdeatv that the 2000
parliamentary elections were fraudulent. Even witle knowledge that there are
widespread irregularities and fraud in the electjahey were still worth having.

It is worth noting that 46.9% of the respondentkenieir own list of candidates,
rather than using the full lists as they appednratBhows independence in thought and a
good exercise of the voting right rather than dirfdllowing the imposed official lists.

Going back to the section about the political gartabove and the fact that their
leaders come from well-known traditional politidamilies and from the same religious
affiliation as the party members, it is of interésinote the masses’ attitude towards the
background of a political candidate. The 2004 Infation International survey
mentioned above also asked the respondents abewWind of candidate they prefer.
Religious or military men were the least favored% for clergy and 6.2% for military),
while the majority (44.7%) preferred an intelledtparsonality as opposed to a veteran
politician (31.3%), or a businessman (11.2%) asvshim figure 14 below. The stigma
associated with a military man ruling the countegults from seeing the results of the
coups d'état in the neighboring countries that ghaumilitary men to power and to
authoritarian and ruthless regimes. As for a mlig figure at the helm of the
government, it is not seen favorably as revealethenresults of some of the surveys

mentioned earlier, and especially if it meant thpl@ation of the Shari’a law.
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Figure 14: Preferred Occupation for Political Calades.
Source: Information International, 20

A 2003nformation Intenational opinion pollabout the Elections and Syri

Withdrawal waspublished iniMonthly in May of 2005, issue 35, with the followir

results: 84.7%of the respondents wefor the election in May, 74.1% with the Syri

Withdrawal. The poll asked a sample of the Lebanese in thet&rBairut area betwee

the 7" and 11" of April 2005. “The majority of the respondents (836§ said they woult

participate in the elections, while 7% had not dediyet and 9.7% statecat they would

not take part.”

The series of pollsmentioned earlierdone between June of 2006 &April of

2008 by the Lebanese Opinion Advisory Committees thternational Republice

Institute, and Statistics Lebanon had a strong ntgj(94.4% of the respondents sayi

they believein the importance of voting, 85.4% believe that thepose of vdng is to
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select the right people to participate in the goweent regardless of their political party
or religious sect. 89% of those polled supportianiocratic government and reject the
idea that extenuating circumstances would justifyoa-democratic government.” The
majority of the respondents would rather make tlwim decision than follow the
religious leader directives, and a majority of tagpondents prefers voting for candidates
representing political parties or groups. Theontignce the Lebanese attach to voting in
particular and to political participation and cigbciety in general is addressed in the

following section.

Civil society and political participation.

The Fourth National Convention on Democracy and thi®uParticipation in
Public Life took place in Antelias on the 12,13 and 14 of Deoen2003. Present at the
convention were many professors from different arsities and different confessions.
There were also students from countries other ttelmanon who participated in the
convention; they came from Jordan and Syria, bustimdrom Lebanon and all of its
different mohafazats (counties). Different faitaed both genders were equally
represented. The young participants insisted ornbaer creating the “human-citizen
society called civil society” (p. 8 of the publishstudy). The convention concluded by
highlighting the importance of the youths’ partaiion in public life in its “three-
pronged foundation: democracy, participation anblip life” (p. 16).

On that same note, a survey mentioned earlierignstiction, and published in the
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youths’ annex of th&n-Nahar newspaperNahar el-Shababon August 9, 200, looked
at the definition of democracy as seen by the yguahd at their sources of informin.
The study was done icooperation with the YMCA, the International Assimn for
Administration and Training, and the Colloquium fBarliamentary Dialog.. The
survey results prove to be of use to prove thetpafithe youths’ participation in t|
political life and in civil society: in addition tshowin¢ that 90% ofthe participants
knew the definition of democracy as the ruf the people by the people, the sur
askedif they had practiced democracy in one way or ag. 98.4% of those ov 47
years of age answered affirmatively, with ¢ % of postgraduatesdalf of the younc
people who were polled saw that joining a politiparty is a road to leadersh94.8%
of the all surveyed respeothers’ opinion with only 1.8%believe in usin force to

impose their opinions as illustrated in figure Eidw.

Respecting Others' Opinion

|
|
_ A
A
A
y = 2 @ N
i respecting others'
opinion
i using force to impose
opinion

Figure 15: Can A Political Opinion Be Imposed Byrée?Source:An-Nahar, August 9, 2006
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Getting the younger generation to be involved badnfluential in the political
life of the country is a clear indicator not onlf an active democracy but also of an
engaged citizenry and a belief that democracy ishould be “the only game in town”.
Being informed, participating in activities pertimeto democracy, joining a political
party, and respecting others’ opinions are alldiectof an active civil society and a
participatory democracy. It is also worth notifgitt one of the answers to the survey
done in 2000 by Information International after 2{#y/s and then again after 300 days of
the new government, showed the respondents comgjdiéire government answering in
part to the people, or to the parliament but al$9% of them after 200 days and 7.2%
after 300 days saw the government answering to NGB@susands of NGOs operate in
Lebanon, ranging from the local church charitalsigoaiation, to professional syndicates
to international organizations. The multitude lbéde NGOs mentioned earlier in this
thesis are part of the civil society that makes ape of the interdependent,

complementary and inseparable arenas of democracy.

The constitution and constitutional amendments.

The Lebanese Constitution was promulgated in 192§ along with the
unwritten National Pact, made up the guidelines gmvern the country as a
“parliamentary democratic republic based on theeesfor public liberties.” When the
country came under the Syrian occupation, the ielextand other political actions

continued to take place, under the umbrella of Goastitution. The reactions of the
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Lebanese to the elections and other events thktgiaee under the Syrian occupati
were polledn the following surveys

A December 20C Information International opinion pgtlublished in issue 30 «
iMonthly addressed the extension cresident Lahoud' term, the new government a
Resolution 1559.The election of the Lebanese President iserned by the dictates
the Constitution. Renewing his manddor a three-year periodiuring the Syriat
occupation through an amendment of the relatedlartif the Constitution was a cat
for disagreement among the Lebanese and was npodagd by large number of then
The Information International poll looked at theblames attitude towards this extensi
of the President’s mandat51.8% of the respondents did not see a problemtivtierm

extension, whHe 35.8% opposed it, and 12.4replied “I don’'t know’, as illustrated ii

figure 16).
60 - - -
President's Mandate Extension
50 2004
40 "I

opposes extension no problem don't know

Figure 16: Opposition to the 2004 President’'s MamdiaxtensionSource: Information International 2C
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Broken down into the different religious rites ttesponses show ttmajority of
the Druze, 66.7%, and of the Maronite respondents,%2®&poing the extension an
the manipulation of the Constituticthat allowed for it to happenOn the other hand,
majority of the Shiites respondents, 61.3%, anBahan Catholic (60.7% were for the

term extensioms shown in figure 17 belo

Oppose President’'s Mandate
Extension 2004

80
70

]IIII'IIF

Roman Catholics

Figure 17: Opposition to the 2004 president’s méméatension, k religious rites.
Source: Information International, 20

Amending the Constitution to extend the Presidetetrsh in 2004 did not sit we
with the majority of the Lebanese. Not only diditng an amendment that is not s
as legal to the Constitution but it also extendezlterm of a sitting presidewho was

pro-Syrian, using the samdntimidation tactics that are adopted ine authoritarian
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regime itself.

Statistics Lebanorin March 1822 of 2006 also polled the Lebanese al
extending the mesident’s tern One of the questions of this sur asked the
respondents whether they were in faof or against the extension of the term of
current president at the timehe extension being unconstitutional80.7% of the
respondents were against the extension. The meage was high both among
Christian respondents (89.10%) ethe Musim respondents (75.41%) alike (Figure 1
That constitutes reother sign of the Lebanese citizens’ atti towards democrac
there is no othelacceptabl system except democra@nd what is dictated by tt

country’s constitution.
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Figure 18: Opposition to the President’s Mandateision by Religio
Source: Statistics Lebanon March, 2006
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The series of polls done between June of 2006 gnd éf 2008 by the LOAC,
the IRI, and Statistics Lebanon studied the attitodl the Lebanese towards national
identity, voting and the democratic institutionsn their March 28 - April 8 of 2008
survey, they addressed the question of the Cotistitutand whether it should be
untouchable and without any amendments: 51% ofréspondents saw that it is “not
permissible to circumvent the constitution undey aimcumstances.” The other half saw
that it can be done in some circumstances to pres®tional unity. Broken down into
different confessions, 41% of the Christians seeéatmissible to circumvent the
constitution in some circumstances, 43 % of then&uagree with this point, compared
to a high 72% of the Shiites. The Druzes havddhest percentage: 34% see it possible

to circumvent the constitution in some circumstance

The results of the surveys in Lebanon, as the bstesl in this thesis suggest, are
often broken down into the responses of the differeligious factions or confessions.
These results often differ markedly according ®ri#ligious rite of the respondents. The
religious factor is entrenched in the politicaklibf the country and is a major player in
the political actions and decisions. The trentbisnove away from the confessionalism
towards a certain laicité where competence repldeeseligious affiliation, and where
belonging to a certain religious rite is no longelevant. The following surveys polled

the Lebanese about their opinion of the politicaifessionalism.
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Political confessionalism in a consociational denracy.

The division of the government posts and the athtnation among the different
religious factions came to be known as politicatfessionalism. Many of the Lebanese
see this as being at the root of the problems fagedemocracy in the country as shown
by the following surveys:

Le printemps des interrogations (Springhints - Mthd Gajp) published in the
Spring of 2007, studied the attitude of the Leban&swvards different aspects of
democracy. Thé&pringhints — Mind the Gapurveyed university students and Internet
users. The ages were mostly between 18 and 36 g&hr Even though the sample did
not include all age levels, it did include a cresstion of the population that comprised
all major political parties affiliation, differerdocio-economic levels, and all regions.
The survey posed a total of 31 questions. Onlygiestions that serve the purpose of
this thesis will be cited.

The first question asked, “In your opinion, doeg thebanese Constitution
complicate by its nature the political life?” 77.8%the university students and 77.0%
of the Internet respondents answered affirmativeliney considered the confessional
system instilled by the Constitution an obstacl¢he way of an egalitarian democratic
regime, distributing government and parliamentaggts according to a complicated
power sharing formula among different religions andfessions.

Question 2 asked if the required consensus betwektical-religious factions

on key issues got in the way of an objective andstactive treatment of social
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problems (education, justice, security, health camnomy, etc.). The answer was a
61% yes among university students and 62.6% amuegnet respondents.

Question 3 asked if the representation accordirigdaeligious and confessional
affiliation leads to allegiance to relatives, pers@nd families, rather than to ideas and
political programs. 54% of the university studesutsl 63.6% of the Internet respondents
answered affirmatively.

Question 5 asked if the project of political “detessionalisation” or moving
away from confessionalism towards “laicité” as @ldped in the Taef accord, contradicts
the principles of consociational democracy, or @assidescribed in the survey, of
“‘consensual democracy”? 41.4% of university stisleand 43.3% of the Internet
respondents said yes, while 58.6% of the univestitgents and 56.3% of the Internet
respondents answered negatively. A slight majothgn sees that there is no
contradiction between the call of the Taef agreamfam an end to political
confessionalism and the nature of the consocidtgraocracy.

The lacité in Lebanon is seen very differently from theedn France, where
there is a complete separation between the stdt¢hanChurch as a result of the French
Revolution. In Lebanon the religion is closely tethto how the individual citizen sees
himself/herself. The religion is an integral pafrboe’s heritage, and “our respect of the
religious takes on the dimension of loyalty to agnpast, a loyalty that is as natural as it
is gratifying” (Springhints, 2007 : 41).

Question 16, along those same lines, asked abaittwduld threaten the long
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term presence of the different religious commusitie Lebanon. The majority or 57%
of the university students and 57.8% of the Intewngers identified the confessional
system, 25.7% of the university students and 25@&%he Internet users saw it
threatened by theikté, and 17.3% of the university students and 17%heflhternet
users saw the threat in the deconfessionalization.

Question 7, made up of 4 sub-questions, addre$setegislative modifications
needed to lessen the allegiance to the confessicorder to favor that to the country.
Sub-question 7-4 asked specifically about laiditéefined laicité as the total separation
between civil and religious instances, and askedthdr applying this total separation
would replace the allegiance to the religious cssifen with the allegiance to the
country: 60.4% of university students and 72.%raéinet respondents answered, “yes,
immediately,” with 17.7% of university students s@y maybe some day and 21.9%
answering negatively, versus 13.0% of Internetoadpnts saying maybe some day and

14.10 % saying no, as illustrated in figure 19:
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Laicité Leads to Allegiance to
Country Instead of Religious Rite
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Figure 19: Laicité and Allegiance to Country inst@f Religious Rite
Source: Springhints 20

With the Lebanese society being composed of Muskmd Christians and
parliament divided equally between the twwestion 9addressed the possibility of t
Islamization of the country’s lav. It asked if it wa possible that one day tKoranic
law would “impregnate the Lebanese Constit..” A majority of 71.9% of universit
students and 70.5% of Internet respondents ered negativelyThis question echoe
the one posed by the 2005 Zoghby International esumentioned earlier, and wi
similar results.

Question 12asked if in a country where freedom of expressgoprbtected b
the Constitution, the religious figurshould be spared from criticism, comic jabs
satire. 62.9% of the university students and 640f%he Internet users said yeit

should be noted that in September of 2005, and dfte Jyllands-Posten Danish
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newspaper published comic strips about the proplodtammet, riots and attacks broke
out against the Danish embassy and other buildings Christian neighborhood in
Beirut. Other violent reactions took place in Jub@06, after a Lebanese TV comedy
show presented, on Jun& 1 a skit including the Hezbollah leader in a dgale with
one of the regular comic actors. This incidenisfander the behavioral component of
this thesis. However, mentioning it in this seatis required to shed more light on the
situation in Lebanon and the complex factors ingdlv They also illustrate how deeply
entrenched the religious tendencies are that peeniezh the social and the political
lives of the country.

Question 25 asked the respondents about their lbuerpression of leité:
24.2% of university students saw it as the margiatibn, almost the oppression, of
religions, 50.3% saw it as an inescapable dimenefoany real democratic practice,
38.8% as a protection of religious practices irtladir diversity, and 15.3% as an easing
of moral values. 14.1% of Internet users saw # asarginalization of religion, 51.7% as
a dimension of democratic practices, 43.7% as &egtion of religious practices and
11.9% as an easing of moral values.

To summarize the findings of this major study danéhe Spring of 2007 about
the attitude towards democracy among universitydesits and Internet userke
printemps des interrogations (or Springhints- Mitiet Gap) we can say the survey
showed that the younger generation believes tleaCinstitution in what it dictates as

confessionalism in political life, complicates thature of political life. The end of
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political confessionalism, as it is called for metTaef accord, does not contradict the
concept of Consociational democracy. The currefitipal confessionalism is actually
seen as a major threat to the long-term presentteeddifferent religious communities in
Lebanon. The consensus required in major iss@ssfaund to be an obstacle in the
way of an objective and constructive treatment afiad problems. The survey was
valuable in its depicting an authentic picture lné t_ebanese culture and the way the
Lebanese see their system and the strong presémekgmn in their daily life. Even
though the respondents wanted to do away with esidralism, they still did not
foresee the disappearance of religion from theytdaday life. It is an integral part of
who they are and of their heritage. Another qoesbn the survey asked if religious
figures and leaders should be spared from jokesjamsl in comedy shows and an
overwhelming majority answered affirmatively.

The September 2003 Information International surabdput administrative
reform also addressed the confessionalism in psjithighlighting the necessity of
adopting a merit system in the public sector. Qoso implies getting rid of the
confessional system, an issue at the root of theleriges to the consolidation of
democracy.

The series of polls done between June of 2006 aud éf 2008 by the LOAC,
the IRI, and Statistics Lebanon mentioned eardied the surveys done in May 14 - June
11 of 2007, found another trait that is particutathe system in Lebanon: a majority of

the respondents (63%) believe that religious lesadsnould refrain from active
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involvement in politics through making public paldl statements, while on the other
hand 72% of the respondents believe that politeaders should consult with religious
leaders. On that same topic, the same seriesncetiin March 28 - April 8 of 2008
and showed that 60% of the respondents see thditicab confessionalism is
historically and deeply rooted in the Lebaneseutaland it cannot be removed, even if
the will existed to do so.” This dilemma is aetheart of the challenges facing the
democracy in Lebanon, and the separation of stadereligion common in western
democracies seems quite problematic in a society as the traditional one in Lebanon.
That point will be addressed in further detailghe section reserved for the challenges
to the democracy in Lebanon. Another challengehts democratic regime in the
country is the presence of an armed militia thadtexside by side with the official army.
The armed forces of Hezbollah draw different reaxdifrom the different sections of the
population along religious lines. The surveys ia ection below address the presence

of arms other than in the hands of the army.

The presence of militias in the country.

The results of most of these surveys are deeplyaented by the religion of the
respondents. Keeping in mind the fact that Heahok made up of mostly, if not solely,
Shiite members, the results from Shiite respondargssignificantly and consistently in
favor of Hezbollah, while the opposite is true frtime other religions.

In a December 2004 Opinion Poll, Information Intdronal surveyed the
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Lebanese about what they thought of the extendigmesident Lahoud’s term, the new
government and resolution 1559iMonthly in its Issue 30 published this survey
(mentioned in the earlier section about the camstihal amendment), which also asked
about disarming Hezbollah: “49.5% of respondents against disarming Hezbollah,
versus 38.7% who support the move and 11.8% whdikerent.” Broken down into

the different religious sects the results agaimsdrching Hezbollah were as follows:

85.5%/| Shiites against disarming the “Hezb”

63.1%| Sunnis against disarming the “Hezb”

27.4%| Maronites

21.3%| Catholics

55.5%| Orthodox

Table 7: % of Lebanese Opposing Disarming Hezholla
Source: Information Internatigriz004.

In April 19-24, 2006, Statistics Lebanon conduciesuirvey which asked, among
other questions: do the respondents think thatL#itsanese army should be the only
armed forces deployed in the country? A majority78 % answered “yes”, 19 %
answered “no”. The majority of those respondinthvé “yes” were Christians (95.51%
of the Christian respondents) while only 39.45%haf Shiites saw that the army should

be the only armed forces deployed in the country.
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A few months later, between August 28 and Septenilser 2006, Statistics
Lebanon interviewed a cluster sampling of 400 radpats residing in Beirut, Mount
Lebanon, the South, North and the Bekaa valleypyiatieir attitude towards the army.
One of the questions in this survey asked the redgmats if they thought the Lebanese
army capable of defending Lebanon against Isra@miven the necessary arms and
equipment. 80.25% of the respondents believe thbahese army is capable of
defending Lebanon if provided with the proper weago That goes to the heart of the
issue of the necessity of Hezbollah as a resistamzeement and a protector against
Israel. Having a strong army would take away thean d’étre of Hezbollah.

Later in the same year, from October 28 to Novanih Statistics Lebanon
polled 400 citizens, spanning the whole country emxtliding members from different
age groups and socio-economic and religious dafbls about their support for the
army. The results confirmed those of the earligveys, with 82% of the respondents
approving of the Lebanese army getting supportveeabons from the west and 67.75%
of the respondents wanting the Lebanese army taresé¢be borders. The support came
mostly from the Druze respondents (92.31%), thas@ihns (81.53%), followed by the
Sunnis (75.93%), with the Shiites having the lowagproval rate for the army
deployment (33.94%). It is important to note thas poll took place right after the
Israeli invasion of the country in the summer oD@Gand its destructive war against
Hezbollah.

A year later, in December of 2007, Information tnegional conducted an
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opinion poll on the subject of the “Military Takesy Hezbollah’'s Arms and Hezbollah
and the Army.” The results were publishediMonthly, issue 65 p. 2-8, December 1,
2007. The poll found that “the Majority of Lebanesgpport holding a referendum on
Lebanon’s identity.” The poll was conducted O&ob2-28, 2007 on a sample of 2000
Lebanese. One of the questions addressed the tesgshattitude towards Hezbollah's
arms. 59.4% of the respondents agreed with thensént that the arms were necessary
to face Israel until the liberation of the Sheb&dams, 34.3% did not agree with that
statement and 6.3% did not know. 36.6% see the asmot necessary after Israel's
withdrawal from the South, 54.1% do not agree \hitat statement, and 9.3% did not
know. The breakdown of these numbers along thigioek confession lines is as

follows:

91.6% | of the Shiites consider Hezbollah’s armeexessary to face Israel

22.5% | of the Druzes consider Hezbollah’s armseagssary to face Israel

34.6% | of the Catholics consider Hezbollah’'s arsaecessary to face Israel

53.8% | of the Orthodox consider Hezbollah’'s armeexessary to face Israel

55.5% | of the Sunnis consider Hezbollah’s armseagssary to face Israel

42.8% | of the Maronites consider Hezbollah’s arsyaecessary to face Israel

Table 8: % of Lebanese seeing Hezbollah’'s armeesssary to face Israel, along religious
rites. Source: Informatimternational, 2007.
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Whether Hezbollah’s arms reinforced the Shiitestla expense of other

confessions in the country: 36.5% agreed that thdy51.3% did not see it that way,

and 12.2% did not know. On the question whether ftt that Hezbollah is armed

played into the Syrian-Iranian agenda, the respaisden both sides of the issue were

equally divided with the results as follows:

42.7%

Do not see that Hezbollah’s arms play into the &wiranian

agenda

42.7%

Do see that Hezbollah’s arms play into the Syriamibn agenda

14.6%

Do not know

Table 9: Do Hezbollah’s arms play into the Syrieanian Agenda?
Source: Information Internatiorz007.

On the question if Hezbollah should merge with thgular Lebanese army the results

were as follows:

62.2%

See that Hezbollah should merge with the reguliabese army

21.8%

Hezbollah should NOT merge with the regular Lebarasmy

16%

Do not know

Table 10: Should Hezbollah merge with the army?
Source: Information Internaiid, 2007.
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Looking at the responses to this question alondessions lines, only 49.1% of
the Shiites agree with the idea of merging the tewith the army, compared with
78.4% of the Druze, 71.9% of the Sunnis, 56.7%hefCatholics, 57% of the Orthodox,
and 61.4% of the Maronites.

On the other hand answering the questghuuld Hezbollah be disarmed? The

results were as follows:

8.5% Yes, it should be disarmed

82.9% | No to disarming Hezbollah

8.6% Do not know

Tablell: Should Hezbollah be disarmed?
Sourcafolrmation International, 2007.

To the question, “In your opinion should the Lelmmarmy take control of the
country for a temporary period?” 62.7% of the meggents answered affirmatively,
30.5% were against the idea, and 6.8% did not kndle 62.7% of the respondents
agreed with the idea that the army should take twercontrol of the country for an
interim period of time and only until the electioha president and the formation of a
new cabinet are achieved. It is important to ntitat this survey (Information
International, October 2007) took place at the $ie&fl a disastrous sit-in in the

downtown area that paralyzed the economy, and afteng stalemate in the election of
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a president on whom all factions could agree. Etlrenugh the idea of a military
takeover contradicts all that constitutes a denaygrid was seen as a drastic, temporary
but necessary evil to get the country on the rigitk again. It is important to mention
here the survey described earlier in this paperdomg by Information International in
September 2001; the survey polled the Lebaneset @abhelestablishment of a military
government: the answer then was an overwhelmind™o/%). Examining this fact
through the behavioral component lens, we see ttietactions did not follow the
intentions of having a military government. Thalsmate was resolved peacefully, and
the sit-in dismantled shortly afterwards. The heson came through negotiations

among the elected officials and the political metieaders.

By definition a democratically elected governmeas the monopoly on the arms
and the leadership of the armed forces. Thatsalseissue of Hezbollah, its arms and
its role in national defense through what is call@aned resistance.” The results of a
guestion in this poll about whether the “Resistasieeuld have sole responsibility for
national defense,” only 3% of the respondents swt lHezbollah should bear the sole
responsibility for national defense. 51% see malialefense as the responsibility of the
government armed forces alone, with the remainbfip 4eeing that it should be a joint
effort between the government forces and Hezbollalshould be noted, however, that
82% of the respondents who were Shiites said tieabational defense should be a joint

effort between the government armed forces and éledh
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The repeated disagreement among the differentioaBgfactions in Lebanon
about the issues does not appear when the vitatiqueof belonging to the country as a

final homeland comes up. This topic was address#tk following surveys.

Lebanon “is a final homeland for all its citizens”.

Do the Lebanese feel allegiance first to Lebanantheir family, to their
religious group, or to the Arab nation? The follogisurveys studied this question. In
July 26, 2006 the Pew Research Attitude Projedtistuthe Muslims’ attitude towards
religion and politican several Muslim countries in the Middle East,lugtng Morocco,
Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey. Lebanon’s Muslimsecamm as relatively secular and
pro-Christian, but their support for “terrorism” darfanti-Semitism” was widespread.
“Muslims in Lebanon are less likely to identify prarily with their religion, rather than
with their country, with equal numbers saying tlieynk of themselves first as Muslim
(30%) and saying they identify primarily as Leban€30%).” Also, in 2006 Lebanese
Muslims and Christians had positive attitudes talgaeach other: 86% of Muslims
have “a favorable opinion of Christians, by far thighest rating of Christians by any
Muslim public.” 82% of Christians have a “positiveew of Muslims.” As for the
importance of religion in their lives, 54% of Leleme Muslims said it was very
important, compared to 96% of Moroccans, for insgaor 86% of Jordanians.

To complete this picture, a November 2006 poll domg Information

International in collaboration with the Social adehavioral Sciences Department in the
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American University of Beirut found that the Lebaadollow their leaders and prefer
peace, but are ready to fight for their family, ooy, and religion. The most highly
endorsed identity was the family, followed by coyntthen religion. The Islamic
Nation or the Arab world had the lowest ratingse Bame study also revealed that the
Lebanese favor their own confession (Maronitesh@tox, Shiites, Sunnis, Druzes,
etc.), “that they have strong leadership affilintiare highly religious and they perceive
their group to be threatened by other groups.”

As mentioned in article a. of the Preamble to tebdnese Constitution, Lebanon
“is a final homeland for all its citizens.” The @® Zoghby International study had,
among others results, one that showed a majoritgeofespondents in Lebanon identify
with the Lebanese identity first. This result cheed by the 2003pringhints —Mind the
Gap survey on this specific question. Also, in theyJ2006 Pew research project about
the attitude of Muslims towards religion and pahti it is important to note the attitude
of the Lebanese Muslims towards Lebanon as theirdtend, and considering that they
are Lebanese first and Muslims second. This isi@ribecause there has always been
the issue of belonging at the heart of the exigefd_ebanon as a country for both its
Muslim and its Christian citizens. The Constitatidirst, and the Taef accord, second,
tried to resolve the issue of belonging by dectaliebanon the final and undisputable
country to its Christian citizens who were accusédllegiance to the West, especially
France, and to its Muslim citizens who were accudegllegiance to the Muslim nation

and especially to neighboring Syria. In later getlie Christians were leaning in their
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political moves and allegiance to the United Statesl the Shiites, who were increasing
in number and in power, to Iran, in addition toi&yrThat gives special importance to
the results of the Pew research project.

Another important dimension of this particular @aj is its findings about the
highly favorable attitude of Christians and of Mos towards each other in Lebanon.
That finding is reinforced daily in the Lebanese dmewith the statements and
declarations given by various political figuresrrdooth religions on the importance
they give to the presence of the other communitidsebanon. They also express the
value they attach to the participation and the rouation of the other confessions to the
political life of the country. The statements lne tmedia also underline the fact that the
presence of the different religious confessiongauiaes the liberties in the country.

The series of polls done between June of 2006 qd &f 2008 by the LOAC,
the IRl and Statistics Lebanon studied the attitoflehe Lebanese towards national
identity, voting and the democratic institution¥he first survey done in June 2006,
shortly before the Israeli attacks, showed the beba to have firm allegiance to their
country first, and then to their religious rite.eTsame series of these surveys done from
May 14 to June 11 of 2007, found that “nationa@ntfication continued to be strong
and that “71% of the respondents claimed they we¥kanese first, member of a

religious group second.”

We could conclude then that the surveys availablestdating back to 1995, and
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throughout the Syrian occupation of the countrg, dssassination of the Prime Minister
in 2005 and the Cedar Revolution years leadingaughé parliamentary elections of

2009 - all of these surveys showed an attitude, loatthe most part, considers the
democratic regime as the “only game in town.” Eweith the particularities of the

country and its deeply entrenched religious fanatsd political confessionalism, the
Lebanese see themselves as citizens in a regimee vihe freedoms associated with
democracy are prevalent and considered primordrad, where the numerous political
parties play a major role, albeit a distinctive ame traditional society. They value the
elections and the accountability of the electectias. Except for one religious faction,

they want the army to be the only armed forcesiendountry. They have a very active
civil society and consider important the participatin political life, such as elections,

belonging to a political party or staying informed@he Constitution is to be respected
and is seen as the protector of the democratiocnegnot to be changed frivolously and
on demand. Even though religious traditions armudgihts are deeply rooted in the
minds and attitudes of the Lebanese, they do seentportance of a secular system.
The multitude of religious rites in the country| séventeen of them (eighteen if we
were to count the dwindling numbers of the Jewismmunity), are not above the

allegiance to the country; on the contrary, beloggdio the country comes before the
religious affiliation. The religious leaders froatl sections do see the richness in this
diversity, and multiply the calls to respect itedsh it and live it in the societal arena.

In the political arena, the calls from all factioage multiplying to do away with the
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confessionalism and to move towards laicité ingineernment. The younger generation
especially, as shown in tHgpringhints —Mind the Gaptudy, sees this need to keep
religion away from the bureaucracy and the quatabe government, while at the same
time keeping this richness in the society. The pnemce and abundance of political

parties in the country is a sign of democracy. kEwsv these operate in and are a
product of a traditional society, where the leadkrdill some of the roles of the elites in

a western democracy, but do not fit the mold efulestern leaders, nor are they held to

the same accountability standards.

It bears repeating at this point that the survegeduwere done by different
companies or study groups at different times, usliffgrent instruments. Even though
we did not have control over the quality of thevewys, or the ways the questions were
phrased, these could still be useful in guidingtasards a certain path and towards

better controlled surveys in the future.
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The Constitutional Variable

To be able to say that the constitutional compowért consolidated democracy
is present, according to Linz and Stefan’s debnitiwe should be able to state that
conflicts are “habitually resolved within the ditts of laws, procedures and institutions
established in a mutually agreed upon processnz(ki Stepan, 1996: 6). To determine
that, this study will first look at the LebanesenSutution following the guidelines and
indexes provided by S.E.Fine@omparing Constitutions.That will allow for a study in
theory of the Constitution to see if it can be diksrl as democratic when compared to
constitutions from countries known as such. Alaevith the study in theory, a look at
how the Lebanese Constitution is applied in pracivould lead to a conclusion whether
or not we could say that the Linz and Stepan’snitédin of the constitutional component
in a consolidated democracy does apply. Are adsfin Lebanon “habitually resolved
within the dictates of laws, procedures and instins established in a mutually agreed
upon process “ (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 6). Also, wha&oking at how the Constitution is
applied and conflicts resolved, we often step duhe purely constitutional component
and into the realm of the behavioral and the alittal components of a consolidated

democracy as well.

Finer compared the constitutions of the USA, Fragermany, Russia, and that
of the United Kingdom, even though the UK's Constin is rather “indeterminate,
indistinct, and unentrenched” (p. 40). Finer doese the differences between these

constitutions as due to what he termed “autobidgcagb elements in the history” of each
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of them. These constitutions, however, do havehmnccommon, according to Finer:

“Each is democratic in the sense that it makedethislature and the executive ultimately
dependent on popular vote, and each gives the $aato a majority of those entitled to
vote, though there are important differences inkinels of majority needed to carry the
day” (Finer, 2006: 39). Finer did recognize theartant fact that each constitution is
the result of different historic moments and evehist also that “each text operates
within a matrix of custom, convention, case lawd aautious compromise” (Finer, 2006:

39).

The criteria offered and used by Finer look at hbe following elements are

addressed in a certain constitution:

e Adoption and Amendments,

e General Features, which include: length and preasnitd the Constitution,
governance, voting generally, and federalism (whiobs not really apply in the
case of Lebanon).

e The Judicial Branch,

e Emergency Powers,

e International Affairs,

e Human Rights.

How does each of these criteria figure in thedredse Constitution?
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Adoption and Amendments.

The Lebanese Constitution was promulgated in 1926eacreation of the country
of Lebanon by the League of Nations after the amioh of World War I. Later, in 1943,
the Constitution was adopted as the law of the kinthe independence of the country
from the French Mandate. The Taef Agreement of BEtd 989, which put an end to the

fifteen-year war, brought some amendments to ti26 Tonstitution.

Amendments.

According to Finer, “the provisions on the meansathych a constitution may be
amended are of both judicial and political impodanthey are themselves an exercise of
the constituent power in spelling out how its owaation may be changed; they divide
the amending power among people, legislature, aedutive, or between a federation
and its components; and they may express basies/a(t&iner, 2006: 13). The Lebanese
Constitution (Part C, Procedural Provisions, Chaptarticles 76 through 79) lays down
the procedure for amending the Constitution. k& igrocess that involves the Executive
branch represented by the President of the Repabtiche Cabinet of Ministers, and the
Legislative branch or the Parliament. To amendGbastitution, a draft law is presented
by the Cabinet and at the proposal of the Presid&ntwo-third majority of the
parliament is required both for the discussionh# proposal and for the vote. Time
limits and strict conditions apply which makes firecess quite complex and protected

from misuse by one branch of the government ormarson. The safeguards built into
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the Constitution to protect it from being lightlyndh repeatedly amended are a
manifestation of the deeply entrenched respechefGonstitution within the citizenry
and their elected representatives.

In a consolidated democracy, by definition, cotdliare “ habitually resolved
within the dictates of laws, procedures and instihs established in a mutually agreed
upon process” (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 6). An impottamanifestation of that aspect of a
consolidated democracy, is the fact that throughloeiiong years of war, occupation and
void in the government, there was no coup d'ét&eré was no attempt by any of the
militias or the army generals to usurp the contfojjovernment by force. That, in itself,
speaks clearly to the value the Lebanese givedal#mocratic regime, and particularly
to the Constitution and the role it plays in prorgla mutually agreed upon process to
solve conflicts or to govern the country. Evenotlghout the Syrian occupation, the
occupying power always forced changes disguisecutite cover of a Constitutional
amendment. One example is the renewal in 200the@fmandate of the pro-Syrian
President of the Republic. The renewal was donarbgmendment to the Constitution
imposed by the Syrian regime upon the majorityhef Parliament members. As reported
at the time by théNew York Timesn articles dated August 29, 30, and September 3,
2004, the protest against the renewal was loudit ds forced through nonetheless, and
it was done according to the laws of the land:radd amendment to the Constitution that
allowed for a one-time additional three-year temn the pro-Syrian President, Emile

Lahoud. The Constitution dictates a one-term, remewable, of six years for the
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President of the Republic. An amendment to thes@mion requires a two-third-
majority vote of the 128 Parliament members. TheeAdment passed by a 96 to 29
vote. According to th&ew York Timearticle “The outcome was not unexpected here,
where Syria, with 20,000 troops still in the coyntnas called the final political shots
since the end of the 15-year civil war in 1990.’aimarticle dated September 3, 2004, and
published September 4, John Kifner reported inNb& York Timeshat “As expected,
Lebanon's Parliament on Friday rubber-stamped Syoeder to keep its handpicked
president in office, voting in an extraordinary @ea to amend the Constitution to give
him three more years.” The majority of the Leb@npsople, however, were against the
extension of the President’s term. A survey of m@a of 1000 people of all political,
religious and social backgrounds showed that 65%0s@d the renewal, and “84 % of
the Lebanese believed that foreign and outsideiesatiad dictated the results of
presidential elections.” (A survey done by the &mdse magazingl-Shariawas quoted

in the John KifneNew York Timearticle published on September 4, 2004. The weekl
magazine published the survey in its Friday isshe, same day the election in the
Parliament was to take place on September 3, 2004g. electoral campaign had started
according to the norms and the democratic practiteannouncing the different
candidates running for the post of the Presidenthe campaign of Boutros Harb, a
Maronite MP had started by officially announcing ldandidacy in the Parliament in
early August An-Nahar August 4, 2004 : 5). He was followed by sevestier

Maronite candidates vying for the highest officettod land. Theé\n-Naharreported in
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its issues, starting in mid-August, many protesis ealls for the refusal of the renewal
and of the amendment to the article 49 of the Gaonisin.  Article 49 dictates one Six-
year term for the president and states that “he namdybe re-elected until six years after
the expiration of his last mandate.” The newspaperits August 29, 2004 issue,
reported on the “10 minute” Council of Ministersss®n to send the one-time
constitutional amendment to the Parliament to hi&ad in an exceptional session of the
Parliament on August 30. It also reported thatRhene Minister Rafik el-Hariri, known
for his opposition to the Syrian regime and itduahce in Lebanon, had left on a trip
outside the country after the ten-minute sessiothefCouncil of MinistersAn-Nahar
August 29, 2004). The council of Maronite Bishopslshed a statement calling the
amendment unconstitutional and decrying the “Syzetion” of the country An-Nahar
September 2004), echoing the views of many other Lebanessopalities. TheAn-
Nahar reported in its September 4, 2004 issue on thewahthat resulted from a 96-29

vote to renew the term.

Another example of the entrenched respect of thestitation and of solving
conflicts according to the established laws, tolaic@ during the Syrian occupation. Any
resolution or action was done in a way that madedm as if it were done according to
the Constitution. The Syrian regime resorted tming new members of the parliament
instead of running new elections. That runs cowntta any democratic principle. To
give it a cover of legitimacy the Syrian regimeded the amendment of the Constitution

to allow for a one-time filling of the empty sedts the Parliament, by naming the
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deputies. Three hundred forty eight “candidatestenominated, and the Government
chose 41 of them to fill the seats that were eidmpty because of death, or were added
by the Taef Accord. The naming was met by loudatsin and protests mostly by the
Christian anti-Syrian political leaderar{-Nahar April 5, 1991) and by a demonstration

against the naming of deputiesn¢Nahatr March 29, 1991).

The above instances illustrate not only the camstihal variable, but attitudinal
and behavioral ones as well. The actors behavednianner that fits under the cover of
the Constitution; a coup d’état could have easikeh place on more than one occasion,
but that did not happen. Instead, great length® ia@lowed to control the government

in a manner that seemed to stay under the umlmellee established laws.

General Features of the Lebanese Constitution

The general features that Finer considered wherpadng constitutions include
whether or not a given constitution has a preamtddength, the type of governance it
dictated, how it addressed voting generally, amgfalism. In Lebanon federalism is not
an issue; however, the democracy in Lebanon is ris@mational democracy, and that

too is regulated in the constitution and its prelemb

Preamble and length.

The Lebanese Constitution contains a hundred aadtticles. In its preamble, it

declares the country to be a “sovereign, free,inddpendent country.” It also declares
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Lebanon to be a “parliamentary democratic repubksed on the respect for public
liberties, especially the freedom of opinion andidfeand respect for social justice and
equality of rights and duties among all citizenghwut discrimination.” (Preamble,

article c.)°

Governance.

The Lebanese Constitution, in article c) of itsgondle, declares the country as a
“parliamentary democratic republic” where “the plopre the source of authority and
sovereignty; they shall exercise their powers thlouthe constitutional
institutions”(article d.), and with a political dgsn “established on the principle of
separation, balances, and cooperation amongst &hieug branches of Government.”

(article e.)

The representatives of the people are elected &ypéople every four years, and
they form the Chamber of Deputies. It is made upl®28 members, divided equally
between Christians and Muslims and proportionathpag the different confessions and
regions. The Deputies, in turn, elect the Pregioéthe Republic. The Prime Minister
would be a Sunni Muslim, a leader from the coatitar party that won the majority in

the elections, and whom the President of the Répuwbbuld ask to form the new

o It should also be noted that Lebanon, representddrbCharles Malik as president of
the United Nations Human Rights Commission, wasafrthe writers and original
signers of the International Bill of Rights signeatb effect at the UN on December 10,
1948.
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Government. The newly selected Prime Ministereguired to have consultations with
all the leaders and prominent members of the paliparties and coalitions to nominate

ministers to the new Government.

The election laws, however, do change every smpftepending on the parties in
power. They mirror the maneuvering that takes epiacthe United States for instance,
with the “gerrymandering” and manipulating of thistdcts and their limits to benefit
one party over the other. The latest parliamengsgtions took place following the laws
of 1960, a decision that followed much deliberatistudies, and reports from specialized
commissions. In the opinion of many, going backhe 1960 laws is actually a step
forward toward equity in representation, comparedhe electoral law applied in 2000,
which reeked of Syrian influence and interferen&aen with the 2000 law in place, the
fact that elections actually took place and theslapplied, shows the importance of the
constitutional indicator in Lebanon. In 2000, atgking the Syrian presence in the
country, parliamentary elections were actually hetdording to a tailor made electoral
law that serves the interests of Syria and its stpps and sympathizers in Lebanon. It
raised a lot of protest from the anti-Syrian carapthte point of their boycotting the
elections. Instead of ignoring the laws altogethed not calling for elections, the
electoral law was written in a way and the promtitgaprocess manipulated in sort as to
rig the results, while giving the impression tha tlemocratic elections and process were
actually followed. This manipulation was madeassary by the fact that the occupation

forces realized that the elections had to takeepland to preserve, even in appearance,
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the idea of a democratic process dictated by the laf the land. That illustrates the
importance the Lebanese attach to the democraiteps, and even when they are aware
of and dissatisfied by the apparent manipulatiotheflaws. These elections were the
topic of one of the surveys mentioned in the Atlihal component section, and showing
the Lebanese believing in the importance of elestiand participating in them, even

when they knew of the Syrian interference.

As for the separation of powers, Finer turns to Fnench republic, where “The
1789 French Declaration proclaimed that a socidticlwvlacked the separation of powers
had no constitution at all” (Finer, 2006: 21). tihe Lebanese Constitution, the separation
of the different branches of government is desdriipethe text itself, but figures also in
line e of the Preamble which states that “the walitsystem is established on the
principle of separation, balance, and cooperatiororayst the various branches of
Government.” In addition to describing the separeies of each branch of the
government, the Constitution also lists ways inclheach branch checks the works of

the others as shown in the articles below:

¢ Atrticle 35 states that the meetings of the Chamabepublic.

e Atrticle 37 gives every “deputy the absolute rigbtraise the question of no-
confidence in the government during ordinary oraxtdinary sessions.

e Article 52 gives the President of the Republic fiight to negotiate international

treaties in coordination with the Prime Ministérhe treaties that concern major
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national interests or which cannot be reviewed yewear, are not considered
ratified until they are approved by the Parliament.

Articles 57 and 59 give the President the righieallimited, to veto a bill and to
adjourn the Chamber for a period not exceeding moath during the same
session.

Article 65 gives the Council of Ministers the powerdissolve the Chamber of
Deputies if it, “for no compelling reasons, faits meet during one of its regular
periods and fails to meet throughout two successkiemordinary periods, each
longer than a month, or if the Chamber returnsramual budget plan with the
aim of paralyzing the Government.”

Article 68 gives the Chamber the vote of no confkein a minister or in the
whole government.

Article 70 gives the Chamber the right to impeable Prime Minister or
Ministers for “high treason or for serious neglettheir duties. The decision to
impeach may not be taken except by a majority ab thirds of the total
membership of the Chamber.”

Article 20 declares the judges independent in tkerase of their duties and
their decisions are rendered in the name of theuhege people.

It is important to mention Article 19, which estsbles a “Constitutional Council
to supervise the constitutionality of laws and toitaate conflicts that arise from

parliamentary and presidential elections. The Hesd| the Speaker of the
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Parliament, the Prime Minister, along with any Members of Parliament, have
the right to consult this Council on matters tredate to the constitutionality of
laws.” Heads of religious communities also haweright to consult the Council
on matters concerning laws relating or affectingeftom of religion and of

religious practices and education.

All of the above articles ensure the fact that éixecutive branch of government
answers to the elected Parliament, and in a fearlglestated instances the Parliament
could be dissolved by the executive branch. TlesiBent checks the performance of the
ministers, names the Prime Minister after recomragads from the elected Deputies,
and could suspend the Parliament for a month. d$eveto power over the laws, and the
international treaties he negotiates have to beeditby the Parliament. The Parliament
meetings are open to the public and often broadmadbcal television stations. Apart
from all this stands the Judiciary branch, whosdg@s are independent. Also
independent is the Constitutional council that &sethe constitutionality of the laws.
The separation of the powers and the checks arahded among them is one of the
major components of a democratic regime as defoydtie literature on the subject.

In addition to the separation of powers, the mentd political parties in the
constitution as political actors figures in the rigle, German and Russian Constitutions.
It does not appear in the United States’ constituti They are mentioned in the 1993
Maastricht amendments as a “factor for integratuthin the Union” (Finer, 2006. p.21).

In Lebanon, and even though the number of polifieaties is close to eighty, depending
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on the current events or the date, there is no iorerf political parties in the
Constitution. While the Constitution guarantees fiteedom of speech, of assembly, and
of conscience, it does not mention political pariges a basis for political action or for
seats distribution in the Parliament or in the goweent bureaucracy. Instead, the seats
are distributed following proportional religiougprfessional and regional representation
(article 24, Electoral Laws). We do see, howetleat the political parties play the role
described earlier in this thesis. Parties arengportant part of the process: not only do
they play the role of mass-elite linkage, but tladso have an edge over the other civic
associations in that they are the only groups &ivatto have elected representatives in
the government. The mere existence of partiespioaf of the tolerance of conflict, of
different views and of opposition, all of which amanifestations of a democratic system
(Eldersveld, 2000). They could start as a mirroage of social powers, but gradually
shift to addressing political issues and to acsg recruiting tool, not just to elites, but
also to the “working elites” (Eldersveld, 2000). o importantly, and to alleviate the
pressure from Huntington’s “mass participation,gyhact as a “transmission belts for
pressure from lower down” (Daalder, in LaPalombada 1966: 71). Parties can exist
without democracy, usually in single-party systesush as the communist party in the
former USSR, or the Baath party in Iraq or in Syridhe opposite, however, is
unimaginable: we cannot have democracy withoutipaliparties. In Lebanon there are,
at last count, eighty different political partiesirrents and coalitions. The Lebanese have

conflicting views and feelings about the politigaérties, as shown in the surveys
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mentioned in the section about the Attitudinal comgnt. Their presence, however, is
taken for granted, and their role in the polititéd of the country is manifested in the
coalitions they form to be part of the governmentl &0 pass new laws. They also
present candidates to the elections; some arekweln and some are newcomers to the
political scene but are benefiting of the accessparty offers to the electoral process.
Their presence is made possible by the freedomexpfession, of thought and of

assembly guaranteed by the Constitution.

The Consociational democracy in Lebanon had sonies ofiajor elements adopted
as a National Pact rather than as a declared p#nedConstitution. That, however, did
change when the Taef accord made the division efep@mong the different religious
confessions part of the written constitution. Theef Accord put in writing into the
Constitution what was a Pact, an agreed upon comiamn The President of the
Republic is to be a Maronite Christian, the Primmister a Sunni Muslim, the Speaker
of the Parliament a Shiite, the deputy Prime Marst Greek Orthodox, and the Deputy
Speaker of the Parliament also a Greek Orthodoke [€adership posts in the armed
forces and the police are also shared among thexelit religious confessions. The Taef
accord divided the number of deputies in the Paeiat equally between Christians and

Muslims.

The Consociational democracy was meant to be aadempform of governance in

the country to prepare the way towards a regulanadeacy along the lines of what
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happened in Switzerland. An attempt to get to shage in Lebanon starts by abolishing
the political confessionalism and aiming at disttibg powers and political positions
according to competence and merit. Article 95 calisthe Parliament to start working
towards abolishing political confessionalism byatheg a committee headed by the
President of the Republic, and including the SpeaKethe Parliament, the Prime
Minister, and “leading political, intellectual arabcial figures.” The committee is to
“study and propose the means to ensure the abobficonfessionalism to the Chamber
of Deputies and the Ministers, and supervise tleeation of the transitional plan.” That
has yet to take place. We could also see fronsuineeys mentioned in the section on the
Attitudinal component that most Lebanese woulderatee the political confessionalism
replaced by a secular system. A few steps, howé&ae being taken and are gradually
being implemented. A symbolic one is the elimioatof the religious rite on the identity
cards. That was one of the changes resulting ftben amendments made to the

Constitution by the Taef (or Taif) accord:

“ The Taif Agreement introduced thirty-one importacanstitutional
amendments which were approved by the Lebanesmiart on August
21, 1990, and signed into law by President Eliaslralbui on September
21, 1990. The reforms did not fundamentally altex political structure,
which is still predicated on political sectarianisithe changes aimed at
creating a new and more equitable confessional dtanfi.e., one that
distributes power fairly among all confessional coumities), but although
the Agreement stated that the abolition of contesdism was a national

goal, no specific deadline or timetable was prodidier its actualization
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(An-Nahar 1992). The Agreement was decisive in determinimg Arab
identity of Lebanon, emphasizing that Lebanon was irdependent,
sovereign, free country and a "final homeland"dtri_ebanese. Second, it
confirmed the unity of Lebanon. Third, it defineldetnation's political
system as a parliamentary democracy, based on theigtes of
separation, balance, and cooperation among theougarbranches of
government. Fourth, it clearly defined the socioremmic system as a free
economy favoring individual initiative and the rtgto private property.
However, it also emphasized the necessity for loaidnand even
development in all the regions to insure a formso€ial equity. Fifth, it
stated that the abolition of political sectarianisomstitutes a basic national
goal to be achieved according to a gradual schénfiérayem in “The
Lebanese Civii War and the Taif Agreement” as doaded from

ddc.aub.edu.lb/projects/pspal/conflict-resolutiamlint
One more of the general features of a constitusats regulation of voting in the
country. In Lebanon, the issue is a little diffardrom the simple majority usually

adopted in democracies. In a Consociational deacgdhe tyranny of the majority is to

be avoided to allow for all segments of societpacticipate in the governing of the land.

Voting.

As described by Finer, “the machinery of democraftgn functions by way of
voting, and the majority carries the day” (Finéd08: 27). The majority is usually and in
ordinary matters the simple majority of those wioovdte (Finer, 2006). In the Lebanese

Constitution article 21 gives every citizen who lsaspleted his or her twenty-first year
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the right to vote, “provided he fulfills the condns laid down in the electoral law.” The
candidates are more often than not members ofigalparties and are running as such
and following a platform dictated by their politigaarty’s philosophy. Not only are the
candidates members of political parties, but théngoalso happens according to the
party line. The last parliamentary elections, whigok place in June of 2009, did have a
few independents running for election. The reswkge surprising and different from the
elections that took place in the last fifteen yeansthe sense that a new majority
belonging to new coalitions among the politicaltigar was elected into the parliament.
The Lebanese surveyed in 2004 by Information I@tigonal favored elections, believed
in the importance of elections, and even thoughtrabthem saw Syrian intervention in
the elections, they still believed (2000 Informatimternational poll) that they were
worth having, and a majority of the citizens dide:oThis rather fits under the attitudinal
variable, and it is discussed in that section toet it reinforces the idea that the
Constitution of the land lays down the processadatemocratic life and that it is being
followed. It is also a law that is respected by titizens, who do notice when it is being
infringed upon or manipulated, as it was during B0 elections under the Syrian

occupation.

One more important component in a democracy isidegendent judicial branch,
separated from the struggles of politics, protedtedhe law of the land, and playing an

important role in the checks and balances of threettbranches of government, and
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ensuring the constitutionality of the laws. Howl the Lebanese Constitution address the

Judiciary and how does that play out in practice?

The Judicial Branch.

“When it comes to the judiciary, separation of powis taken quite seriously”
(Finer, 2006: 28). Also, to ensure the constindigy of laws, a special tribunal is
created and given the power to monitor and judgectinstitutionality of the laws that
come out of the legislative branch. In the Preandblthe Lebanese Constitution, article
e. declares that “The political system is establiston the principle of separation,

balance, and cooperation amongst the various besnwhGovernment.”

Article 19 creates a “Constitutional Council” taufservise the constitutionality of
laws and to arbitrate conflicts that arise fromliparentary and presidential elections.”
Heads of the different religious communities camstdt the Council about laws
pertaining to personal status and the freedomlafisa. The Council is governed by a

special law.

Another way to check the Executive branch giventhie Judicial and the
Legislative branches is the creation of the “Sume@ouncil” in article 80 of the
Constitution. It is made up of “seven deputiecteld by the Chamber of Deputies and of
eight of the highest Lebanese judges, accordirigdio rank in the judicial hierarchy, or,
in case of equal ranks, in the order of seniofity.) A special law is to be issued to

determine the procedure to be followed by this @duin
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Article 20 guarantees the independence of the ldiranch in all of its
tribunals of different levels and jurisdictionslt functions within the limits of an order
established by the law and offering the necessaayamtees to judges and litigants. The
limits and conditions for the protection of judgee determined by law. The judges are
independent in the exercise of their duties. Tégsions and judgments of all courts are

rendered and executed in the name of the Lebareegaep’

How does this law play out in reality? The Judigiar Lebanon before the war
was a respected area and functioning accordingeastablished laws and procedures,
amid a culture of public and individual freedomihe fifteen years of war were followed
by the Syrian occupation which put an end to arepathdent trustworthy judiciary.
According to a report published in tBaily Starin the summer of 2005, “It took years to
undermine Lebanon's judiciary, and much of the dgmwas done during Syria's
occupation, when the occupier stripped all of tebdnese state's institutions of any real
legitimacy and authority. Lebanon's judiciary wandered nearly useless during the
tenure of former Prosecutor and Justice Ministenakd Addoum. His willingness to
subject the Lebanese judiciary to foreign domimati@uilty, 2005) was notorious and
conspicuous. Files were created, evidence mangujland charges trumped up against
those who dared criticize the government or thaaByregime. One of the notoriously
accused and convicted citizens was one of theSymian leaders and warlords: the
charges were not related to the war events, th#eage made-up, and the punishment

excessive. In addition to the prison sentencepblgical party was banned. Multiple
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political assassinations among the ranks of theSymtan politicians and well-known

and outspoken journalists took place without anyestigation or effort to catch the

perpetrators (Quilty, 2005). The Judges themsebhezmme victims: four judges were
killed in the courthouse in June of 1999, and tlkédlers remain unapprehended. Quite
often also the judges were subjected to threatspaeslsure in high profile cases, and
reported in the media (the affair of the Al-Medibank is a case in point). These
instances and many others led to the sapping afdh&dence and esteem of the judicial
system members and the confidence of the peo@ecapable and independent judiciary

(Quilty, 2005).

The Higher Judicial council is formed partly of meens elected by the judges
themselves, and the other half named by the execaid legislative branches. That
limits the independence of the Council. HowevBEne public’'s confidence in the
judicial system is changing from what it was durithg Syrian occupation, and many
attempts at giving the judicial branch more indejmte from the political powers are in
the works. In a study done for the Arab Centertli@r Development of the Rule of Law
and Integrity based in Lebanon, and looking atstiage of the Judiciary in Lebanon, Elias
Chalhoub has made many recommendations to bringubeiary in the country to a
more solid place. Some elements of his report imerthe many studies and drafts for
new laws to protect the judges and ensure the emgnce of the judiciary from the
executive and legislative branches. These, howewee still in parliamentary

commissions awaiting approval or ratification. Taet that the Judicial branch is headed
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by the minister of Justice makes the judiciary euéible to political tendencies and
pressures. One more practice that impedes the endepce of the judiciary in Lebanon
as mentioned by Chalhoub, is the fact that the @atisn does allow for special courts,
including military courts that are allowed to trhyitans and were widely used during the
Syrian occupation. Also in the Consociational deraoy of Lebanon, and with the
segments having their rights to manage the persaadiers of their members in an
autonomous manner, religious courts hear casesiopal issues such as marriage,

divorce, inheritance, and education.

Emergency Powers.

In addressing emergency powers, Finer sees tha {jfbeater the constitutional
commitment to a Bill of Rights, the more difficultis to frame emergency powers. The
following issues have to be resolved: the eventgimumstances which count as an
emergency, the body which can decide whether tlegsemstances exist; the body
which can exercise emergency powers; the extewhioh these powers can contravene
normal rights and liberties; and the procedureafiod the supervision of their exercise”
(Finer, 2006: 32). The Lebanese Constitution githess power to declare the state of
emergency and to terminate it to the council of istérs. Declaring the state of
emergency is considered a basic national issuarmeg|@ majority vote of two thirds of

the members of the Cabinet.
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Article 49 makes the President of the Republichtbad of state and “the symbol
of the nation’s unity. He shall safeguard the titutson and Lebanon’s independence,
unity, and territorial integrity. The President Bhareside over the Supreme Defense
Council and be the Commander-in-Chief of the Arntemices which fall under the

authority of the Council of Ministers.”

International Affairs.

Finer, in comparing the constitutions of the Unit8tates, France, the United
Kingdom, and Germany, finds that “in all the congions, the general conduct of
international affairs in peacetime is, for obviopgctical reasons, confined to the
executive. The Head of State appoints and receavelsassadors and ratifies treaties
negotiated by the executive, although the constitutnay require the President to obtain

the consent to ratification of the legislature @me branch thereof” (Finer, 2006: 34).

Article 52 of the Lebanese Constitution states tiihe President of the Republic
negotiates international treaties in coordinatiathwhe Prime Minister. These treaties
are not considered ratified except after agreerakttie Council of Ministers. They are
to be presented to the Chamber whenever the naiitiesest and security of the state
permit. However, treaties involving the financedltd state, commercial treaties, and in

general treaties that cannot be renounced everyayeaot considered ratified until they
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have been approved by the Chamber.” Internatiorgbeaments and treaties are
considered “basic national issues,” and therefdiggpang them requires the approval of
two thirds of the members of the Council (artick.6 In the Chamber, quorum consists
of “the majority of the total membership.” “Decisi® are to be taken by a majority vote.
Should the votes be equal, the question under dersion is deemed rejected” as per
article 34. Article 53 states that the PresidentefRepublic “accredits ambassadors and

accepts credentials of ambassadors.”

Human Rights.

In his comparison of the four constitutions, Firigrds that they all mention
human rights. Some mention human rights in tharpide or the first few chapters, add
the Bill of Rights or have amendments to the ctuistin to ensure respect for human

rights.

In the Lebanese Constitution, the respect and giioteof human rights are stated
clearly in the Preamble and again in articles ef @onstitution. In the Preamble, article
b. states that Lebanon is “a founding and activenbex of the United Nations
Organization and abides by its covenants and byUthigersal Declaration of Human
Rights. The Government shall embody these pringijeall fields and areas without

exception.” Article c. declares Lebanon to be arlipmentary democratic republic based
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on respect for public liberties, especially theettem of opinion and belief, and respect
for social justice and equality of rights and dsitiamong all citizens without

discrimination.” Article f. describes the econonsgstem as “free and ensures private
initiative and the right to private property.” Acte i. gives every Lebanese the “right to
live in any part of (the Lebanese territory) ancetgoy the sovereignty of law wherever
he or she resides. There is no segregation opdople on the basis of any type of

belonging, and no fragmentation, partition, or oaation.”

To ensure the respect of private property andttieat will be no taxation without
a law, articles 81 and 82 of the Constitution decthat no tax shall be levied, collected,
or modified except by a “comprehensive law whiclplegs to the entire Lebanese
territory without exception.” Article 14 proclainthe sanctity of one’s residence: “the
citizen’s place is inviolable. No one may entezxtept in the circumstances and manners
prescribed by law.” “Rights of ownership are pro¢ecby law. No one’s property may be
expropriated except for reasons of public utilitycases established by law and after fair

compensation has been paid beforehand” (Article 15)

All citizens who have completed their twenty-fisgtar have the right to vote
(article 21 of the Constitution). Article 7 deaar“all Lebanese equal before the law.
They equally enjoy civil and political rights andually are bound by public obligations
and duties without any distinction.” Article 8 peets individual liberty and guarantees it

and guarantees the fact that no one shall be edrestimprisoned “except according to
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the provisions of the law. No offense may be dithéd or penalty imposed except by
law.” Article 9 protects the freedom of consciertiéhe state in rendering homage to the
Most High shall respect all religions and creedd gnarantees, under its protection, the
free exercise of all religious rites provided thpatblic order is not disturbed. It also
guarantees that the personal status and religitesest of the population, to whatever
religious sect they belong, is respected.” Artitleguarantees the freedom of education
“insofar as it is not contrary to the public orderd morals, and does not interfere with
the dignity of any of the religions or creeds.” also protects the rights of the different
religious sects to have their own schools, “prodideey follow the general rules issued
by the state regulating public instruction.” Theblanese Constitution guarantees and
protects the rights of all segments of the Lebansseety to participate in the
government. That includes those groups whose mplogis in stark contradiction with
the principles of democracy. Linz & Stepan addrdgbés same idea when studying the
democracy in Spain. Allowing all existing politicdrces to participate in the political
process, including those against democracy, creatasclusive society. It avoids the
resentment and the persecution and jailing thatltrdeom banning and disallowing
certain factions (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 97). Thatimtlusive government is the “grand
coalition” in Lijphart’s “consociational democraty.In Lebanon, this inclusivity gives
Hezbollah the right to have elected deputies inRdiament and appointed ministers in

the Cabinet. Hezbollah is as an Islamic resistanoeement and a political party whose
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philosophy is based on the application of the Istafhari’a” or the Islamic law as

dictated by the Koran and the Hadith.

All citizens have the right to hold public officeitihout any discrimination, and
only according to one’s merit (article 12). Ar&cll3 guarantees the freedoms of
expression, press, association, and assembly. rAsudt of this guarantee, the NGOs in
Lebanon have flourished. To start an NGO in Lelbatioe only requirement is to simply
inform the Ministry of Social Services. No pernstiecessary. It is very telling that this
practice changed during the Syrian occupation efcibuntry: a permit and a background
check became required before an association or @@ Mould operate. That was
reversed when the Syrians got out of the country.Lebanon, the NGOs still play a
major role in providing services, but also in cnegitvehicles for a very active civic
society. These NGOs contribute $300 million yeadythe national economy, not
counting the manpower and production by the volensteand employees. They operate
760 clinics and health centers out of the totaB6® in the country (Mhannah, 2001).
There are at least 300 NGOs operating in Beiruteglamong which fifty are considered
to be operating with more than ten employees eatheir yearly budget combined
reaches between $250 and $300 million. These N@GI$ a wide range of needs. In
addition to the charitable organizations, orphasagend local training centers and
clinics, they include a large number of advocacypugs and of syndicates and

professional organizations. Investing in the hurmapital is another major goal. They
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aim at developing human resources and helping ‘ipefqr people, through people” (El-

Husseini & Douaihy, 1999).

The protection of the freedom of expression andtled press led to the
proliferation of the printed press (at least twetlaely newspapers are published in the
country) and of the electronic media. There amaenous television stations: there is the
public station run by the government, but it is campetition to the private stations.
Quite a few of these stations have a distinct jgalitaffiliation and belong to one of the
political parties. They operate freely and ardlgaxcessible. The same is true for the
radio stations. The Internet is readily and fresailable. The Lebanese population is
computer literate and uses the social networksaagyeand commonly as in the US for

instance.

Basing the study of the Lebanese Constitution ewers criteria and following
his guidelines, we conclude that all of the elerseRiner considered crucial in the
Constitution of a democratic regime figure promitterin the Lebanese Constitution.
The Constitution provides the citizens with a waydsolve conflicts “within the dictates
of laws, procedures and institutions establisheal nmutually agreed upon process “ (Linz
& Stepan, 1996: 6), at least in theory. In practicere are some challenges that were
mentioned above and which will be discussed furihethe section set aside for the

Challenges faced by democracy in the country.
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It bears repeating that even though this sectiossedied the Lebanese
Constitution according to Finer’'s criteria andgee if the citizens resolved conflicts
“within the dictates of laws, procedures and insitiins established in a mutually agreed
upon process “ as defined by Linz and Stepan, itjuge artificial to separate the
constitutional component from the attitudinal oe tbehavioral ones. They are all

affected by each other and none of them is takiagepin isolation of the other factor.

From the above study of the constitutional, behabiand attitudinal factors of
the Consociational democracy in Lebanon, we cowldciude that the democracy is
consolidated in some areas, but still is facingoserchallenges. Freedom House rating
for 2009 for Lebanon was as Partly Free witRditical Rights Score of 5 and a Civil
Liberties Score of 4. That rating improved in 2Q&0a Civil Liberties score of 3. The
country is qualified as Partly Free in 2010he Polity IV report for 2009 gave Lebanon
an Effectiveness score of 4/13 and a Legitimacyrescof 6/12. The Political
Effectiveness score is 1/4 (low fragility) and alifkmal Legitimacy score of 4/4 (high
fragility). The country is described as democradiag the scores for economic legitimacy
and efficiency are both 0/10 meaning “no fragilityThe country has an overall fragility

index of 10/2%°. Being classified as a partly free or a partlgfte regime evidently

10 “A country’s fragility is closely associated with its state capacity to manage conflict; make and
implement public policy; and deliver essential services and its systemic resilience in maintaining system
coherence, cohesion, and quality of life; responding effectively to challenges and crises, and continuing
progressive development.” (Polity IV Global Report 2009.)

www.manaraa.com



146

means that there are still challenges to overcoBm@ne of these challenges are a direct
result of external factors, due to the Israeli @ation of Lebanese territories, of the
presence of Palestinian refugees in the countrg ah the interference of many
neighboring countries in the internal affairs ofoaeon. Other challenges are internal
and are discussed in the following section, whiddrasses the sub-question posed by

this thesis.
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Challenges to the Consolidation of Democracy in Lemon

The above analysis shows that there are challefey@ag consolidation of
democracy in Lebanon. Some of the internal chg#enresult from the nature of the
democracy in the country: a Consociational demagctagng to bring together into the
government many segments that are at odds someiintiesir vision of the country and
sometimes in their vision of democracy in generadther than the nature of the
Consociational democracy itself, there is the féet Lebanon is still very much a
traditional society where family ties and religiawaditions figure strongly in the social
and political arenas. In addition to the interfa&ltors, the democracy in the country also

faces challenges from external sources.

The External Challenges

The external challenges are a result of the colsngggographical location and the
regional conflicts. The Israeli occupation of R&l@an territories sent thousands of
Palestinians to refugee camps in Lebanon. Thegelanumbers and subsequent
interference in Lebanese affairs wrecked havoténcountry and they were at the heart
of the fifteen-year war. The Palestinians wereamg@jayers in that war from 1975 to
1989. Their numbers tipped the balance in favahefSunni camp and a large number
of them were given the Lebanese citizenship toldde #® vote and strengthen the Sunni
camp in politics. Their presence as a result eflfnaeli occupation of their land badly

affected the stability of the country and the dsticbalance of power within it. The
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Israeli occupation of Syrian and Lebanese terewrs the excuse for the existence of an
armed militia in the country, known as the HezlullaHezbollah is seen by the Shiites
mostly, as an Islamic resistance to the Israelupation of Arab land in general and
Lebanese territory in particular.  The strong tikat the resistance has with Iran and
Syria weaken the sovereignty of the legitimate goweent in Lebanon. Those ties open
the door for interferences from both of these atittigan regimes into the affairs of
Lebanon. One example of that is the war that Héabataused in the summer of 2006
against Israel. That war was started without thresent of the elected government and
without going through the proper channels in a deaia regime. Frequent attacks by
Israeli warplanes or tanks on the country showetlleeted government as powerless and
put the militia in a stronger light. It also gets the way of any normalization and
prosperity in a country that depends mostly onisourand financial services, neither of
which can prosper in a constant state of war daimbty. In addition to that, the daily
news are chockfull of reports about visits to emshess or of special envoys from the
United States, France, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrhlean to name the more prominent
ones. Interferences of Syrian authorities in Lesanaffairs run the gamut between
blatant declarations by the Syrian ambassador imuB& covert manipulations and
pressures on the political figures. Saudi Arabid @atar are also known to interfere, and
the Taef or Doha accords come to mind as exampldgere were many examples of
external powers interfering in the country’s affamentioned earlier in this thesis. It

consistently gets in the way of the Lebanese takarg of their own internal affairs, and
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turns their attention away from focusing on thesomomic wellbeing and prosperity.
With interferences come threats to the safety &ailgy and that can in turn be used as
an excuse to do away with democratic practices.m@stioned earlier, when survival is

the main concern, democracy falls by the wayside.

The Internal Challenges

The internal challenges will be discussed withia frame set by the theoretical
model of this thesis. By definition a Consociaibdemocracy is a “grand coalition” of
powers as prescribed by the Constitution. Thoseep®wuite often become at odds with
each other. To avoid the tyranny of the majotitpgy are given “veto powers,” and that
sometimes leads to paralysis, rather than consenslise “proportionality” in the
administrative offices, meant to divide up equdig government positions, could cause
inefficiency and incompetence in the bureaucradyhe “segmental autonomy” could
easily backfire and lead to inequalities in the l@pgion of civil rights.  We will
continue to use the lenses of the attitudinal, ttati®nal and behavioral components to
look at the issues of consolidation in this Conatohal democracy. The three
components are manifested in the five inseparatdeirsterdependent arenas, as defined
by Linz and Stepan. We will frame the challengéthiww these arenas: the rule of law,

the political society, the civil society, the usabtate and the economic society.

In the first arena, that of the rule of law, we lwaddress the dictates of the

constitution in a Consociational democracy. Thatuld include looking at the
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challenges resulting from the “grand coalition’datme minority veto it entails, at the
Taef Accord which brought some amendments to thesttation and, with those
amendments, more challenges. We will also lookhat ¢hallenges ensuing from the
segmental autonomy and the proportionality amohgegiments of society. We will then
examine some aspects of the separation of powetssasut in practice in Lebanon, and
discuss the fact that there still is a need taraffihat Lebanon is considered the final
homeland of its citizens. Finally, and as a resifilall the events that took place in
Lebanon and of the passing of time, it is imperat look at the challenges caused by

the changes in the demographics of the country.

In Lebanon, the division of power is not based lo@ hajority in numbers; it is
rather based on the equal division of power betw&endifferent religious rites. The
reason behind that is the presence of the Christammunity in Lebanon, which is
regularly described as the reason behind the existef the country as an independent
state (Gemayel, Khalifeh, Pakradoni, Shiha and nedhgrs). To protect the Christians’
presence and independence, they were given guadaptsitions in the government and
in the grand coalition equally to the Muslims. Tdwalition also includes Hezbollah as
part of the democratic regime, even though theypertphilosophically opposed to
abiding by laws other than the “Shari’'a” (IslamamM as dictated by the Koran). The
grand coalition is protected by the Constitutiont b is an artificial, forced system that

can be easily undermined. That was illustratedhgyparalysis caused to the political
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system and institutions when Hezbollah membersdsélv from the government from

late in 2006 until mid 2008.

The Taef Agreement took into consideration the faat the demographics have
changed since 1926 when the Constitution wasratdied. Even though the division of

the major posts remained, the powers of each pexs modified.

“The intention of this agreement was to eradicheedominant
position of the Maronites as it was ensured byalldeformula
and to allow for equitable participation of Chrésts and
Muslims in the Cabinet. This parity may also beewsbed in the
system of distribution of seats in Parliament anGrade One
posts, and their equivalents in public service Jdhs post of
President, traditionally assigned to a Maroniteyjed him
with power as the head of state and the symbdtafnity. The
president was also considered as the custodidreafduntry's
unity, independence, territorial integrity and ditasion. The
position of Prime Minister, a traditionally Sunrogi, as the
President of the Council of Ministers, was streegéd;
similarly, the power of the ministers as memberthefCouncil
increased. The Prime Minister presides over thenCibof

Ministers; he is to be nominated by the Presiddm wonducts
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mandatory parliamentary consultations and shaeesegults
with the Speaker of Parliament. In Parliament,gbsition of
the Speaker, a traditionally Shia post, has gaimgdrtance
because the Speaker's term of office was exterdait years.
In addition, Parliament has been reinforced becthesaumber
and type of cases under which the executive auyhcain
dissolve it were set out and were limited to thnae ones.”
(Krayem, 1994, in “The Lebanese Civil War and tlaaf T
Agreement,” downloaded from

ddc.aub.edu.lb/projects/pspa/conflict-resolutiomht

The Taef agreement put into writing what was kn@srthe National Pact. Even
though the Taef agreement specifies that this ipalitconfessionalism is only
temporary, it had the opposite effect by making ¢befessionalism part of the written

constitution and more engrained than ever in tHitigad system.

A Consociational democracy is by definition tempgrat is a transitional phase
towards a democracy where the division of poweanddonger based on the religious
affiliation. Even though there are regular callg many politicians, journalists,
researchers, and leaders to move beyond the pbkiimfessionalism, it is proving to be

quite difficult to eradicate from the political swe
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“Since 1943, political confessionalism has beersm®red as
temporary arrangement that should be expungedamsaso
possible, but it has continued to predominate.dhdnon,
transforming the provisional decisions into pernmranes has
become a tradition, reaffirmed most recently wité Taif
Agreement. (--) Such a position contradicts thaldsthment of
a strong political system that ‘provides for legat peaceful
ways for its own amendment, for its adjustmentsh@anges in
society’ (Salameh 1991, 57). The political reforpngposed by
the Taif Agreement were marked by a strong conttemt
evident in the gap between sectarian thought dogpbdphy and
the democratic aspiration for a modern, seculan; no
confessional, and stable political system in Leloah@rayem,
1994, in “The Lebanese Civil War and the Taif Agneat,”
downloaded fronddc.aub.edu.lb/projects/pspa/conflict-

resolution.html)

The Taef accord itself was a temporary arrangenmeotder to put an end to the fifteen-
year war. It is still in effect today rather théeing a stepping-stone away from a

Consociational democracy.
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Behaviorally, and to go back to the Linz andp&@tés definition, it is true that no
significant political group is seriously attemptit@yoverthrow the regime or secede from
the state. As for the attitudinal component, deracy is still considered as the only
game in town, but a special democracy where thedgcaalition allows for all members
to participate in the ruling government. Consiitoally, the temporary arrangement is
still followed, and conflicts are habitually reseti within the dictates of the procedures
and institutions established in a mutually agrepdnuprocess. It is however proving
difficult to move away from the temporary to a pamant system. It would mean that
the religion factor is taken out of the equatidnwould be necessary to keep the grand
coalition at the high levels of government to pebtthe minorities, and to guard the
specificity of the make-up of the Lebanese sociétyhere it should and could start to
take place is in the administrative offices and tiigcial bureaucracy: the religious

guotas should be replaced by sheer competence.

Another issue that the Taef agreement addressedywhich was also part of the
1926 Constitution, was the statement that Lebamsofthe final homeland for all its
citizens.” The tendencies of the Lebanese to seppat from outside powers are still
firmly entrenched. Eliciting support from the adtsin order to govern on the inside is
still getting in the way of a transparent and statdmocracy. There are regular reports in
the media about visits by Lebanese politicians g9, Syria, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and
lately Turkey in order to solve local political igss. Visits by the ambassadors of the

United States or France to the local leaders ase edmmon occurrences, especially
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when a local crisis is threatening to shake thenaafl the country and the region. This
tendency still undermines the stability of the demagay in the country and the firm belief

of the Lebanese citizens in the possibility ofabkt and independent regime.

The Constitutional component in this portion of thée of law arena, shows the
conflicts sometimes being resolved outside of tealdished institutions by turning
towards regional or outside influential players,endas conflicts should be resolved
within the dictates of the laws and the establisimstitutions. The attitudinal surveys
show the Lebanese firmly believing in Lebanon asrtfinal homeland. As for the
behavioral component, it seems to be suffering ftbenleaders of the segments turning
constantly towards outside forces to interferenim lbcal affairs. The different meetings

and visits are a regular occurrence on the evamgs and in the print media.

The Grand Coalition in a Consociational democraaisdor consensus in matters
of national importance, and the right to a vetoegito each segment is inherent in the
system. That leads to the tyranny of the minaaitg to a paralysis of the government.
The veto card has been played more than once biyidhbollah ministers and their allies
in the government. Some of these instances inctefiessing to vote in the cabinet
meetings or parliament meetings, refusing to aalld Parliament session, refusing to
show up to the cabinet meetings, resigning en maesse the governmentAn-Nahar
Nov.11, 2005), not showing up in parliament on phet of the opposition to elect a new

president An-NaharDec. 2006 and Jan. 2007), and insisting on havimgythird of the
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government ministers to guarantee veto powar-llaharDec. 18, 2007). The Shiite
ministers walked out of the government following tAssassination of Prime Minister
Hariri and the condemnation of Syria by the Coun€iMinisters. They especially aimed
at protesting the creation of an internationalumniél to look into Hariri's assassination
(An-Nahar,Nov 12, 2005). By walking out they paralyzed tmaintry for over a year.

Below are more examples of the challenges inheawerthe current system and which

make it difficult to function under the cover oktlxisting institutions:

e The tent city in downtown Beirut close to the gowaent offices erected in an
effort to bring down Prime Minister Seniora’s gowerent. Seniora refused to
resign as long as they had the Parliament’s conéel@n-Nahar Dec 4, 2006).

e Petition signed by 70 MPs to ask the Speaker toeoa the Parliament to discuss
the issues in the Parliament rather than on tleetstrand in the tent city that is
ruining businesses downtown. (Jan 13, 2007)

e Paralysis of the parliament as a result of the Kgéa refusal to call it to
convene. (Dec 23, 2006)

e Refusal of pro-Syrian President Lahoud to call &ections to replace the
assassinated MP Pierre Gemayel in order to keepctile tipped in favor of the
opposition. Twenty-eight MPs sign a petition tladcuses the President of
infractions to the Constitution for not calling fetections in a timely manner.

(Dec 28, 2006)
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The minority veto dictated by the Constitution bétland allowed for the minorities
to manipulate the system in some cases while,harst to paralyze it and to prevent the
institutions from functioning. The constitutionabraponent in this instance fell prey to
the system itself, while the behavioral compondmwsed members of the government
going as far as paralyzing the government andrsigutions in place, yet stopping short
of overthrowing the democratic regime. The at&twd the citizens was split along the
lines of the two coalitions facing each other, th& one thing they had in common was

not resorting to an alternative to democracy.

In Lebanon, and under the dictates of the estalisbonsociational democracy,
in matters of education, marriages, religious pecast and all personal and religious
matters, the different religious courts and leadan®y a large degree of power and of
autonomy. The personal status in Lebanon is gedehy the religious authorities and
courts. That makes it quite difficult for a civilamiage or for an inter-faiths marriage to
take place. Applying religious laws as a resulthef segmental autonomy also creates
inequality between men and women when it comesnteritance, child custody,
alimony, divorce and the right to citizenship givanthe mother. It goes contrary to the
democratic principal of equality before laws anduady of civil rights. There are
repeated calls from different factions of sociatyLebanon to introduce civil laws that

replace those of the religious courts in persorettens.
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This same issue was addressed in the 2B@finghints — Mind the Gap (Le
printemps des interrogatiopssurvey. Question 10 addressed the “contradictions
between some of the Lebanese laws and the Ch&ttimian Rights. It asked whether
the laws discriminating against women should be ifremd 90.6 % of the university
students and 95.4% of the Internet users said lygsr-faiths marriages are complicated
because personal and civil matters are kept othhefyovernment regulation and kept
within the sphere of the religious courts and lalsat makes it very difficult for an
inter-faiths couple to marry in Lebanon unless ohé¢he two converts to the other’s
religion. When asked if the choice should be guimed and protected by the
government, 84.5% of the university students and%®7of the Internet users answered

affirmatively.

In order to protect the autonomy and specificityeath segment in the Lebanese
society, the Constitution took out the governmeatrf the equation of personal issues
and handed it to the religious authorities. Thagred the door to inequalities that are
contradictory to the dictates of the Constitutiohere religious laws are applied, the
state took itself out of the picture: it is irortlzat by definition the behavior component
of the consolidated democracy states that no sogmif political group would attempt to
overthrow the government or secede from the statéhis instance the state chose to
stay away. As for the attitudinal component, tlebanese are starting to move more
towards the secularization of their civil or perabaffairs, as shown in the Springhints

survey mentioned above.
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Another aspect of the Consociational democracy, iangrder to guarantee the
equal sharing of the positions in the official adisiration, jobs are assigned according
to religious affiliations. That practice is rowiy leading to naming administrators and
employees according to their religious rites, rathéhan their professional
accomplishments. The aim is to satisfy a quotsteed of hiring competent employees.

That inevitably leads to nepotism, inefficiency amlruption.

The biggest fear in this case, behaviorally, wdugdthe fact that corruption and
nepotism could lead the disgruntled citizens tk sdeernatives, even if it meant getting
rid of the current system in place. Attitudinalbne of the surveys mentioned in this
study, showed an inclination to call for a militaggvernment, albeit temporarily, to get
rid of the chaos and the disastrous sit-in in th@mercial center of Beirut. That shows
the impatience and almost disgust the citizens awards the system that encourages
corruption and incompetence. Other surveys alswet the readiness and anxiousness
even of the citizens to do away with the quotaewstand to use competence and
experience as the criteria for the administratiod the bureaucracy. Constitutionally,
the corruption and the nepotism are a result ofsuse of the laws in place, and of using
the quota to swell the numbers of the partisanthefsame religious rite, with a total

disregard of their abilities and of the servicemytheed to render to their fellow citizens.

In a democracy, the separation of powers makesngof the pillars of the

regime. In Lebanon, article 28 of the Constitutinade it possible for an elected member
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of the Chamber of Deputies to be also a ministethm Government. That would
complicate the separation of powers and the systechecks by the Legislative branch
of the Executive Branch. It also complicates tloéing by the Parliament members to
grant confidence to the appointed government avitiohold it at a later point. It is very
common in Lebanon to have an elected Deputy be aainister. The Government or
Cabinet has to be given the vote of confidenceheyRarliament for it to be official. The
Cabinet members are also accountable before therRant and could be called for
guestioning in front of the Parliament. A Cabingmber who is at the same time an
elected member of the Parliament might eventuatlgt himself or herself in a position
where he or she are questioned by another memlibe ¢tarliament, or having to face a

vote of confidence by the Parliament of which hslue are members.

Another challenge to the system in place in Lebaisoine steep change in the
demographics of the country. In the first censtishe Lebanese citizens since the
sixties, done by Youssef Shahid el-Douweihy, andliphed inAn-Naharon November
13, 2006 of the nearly five million Lebanese, thieri€tians made up 35.33% of the
population, the Shiites 29.06%, the Sunnis 29.06&the Druze 5.38%. The Christians
were made up of 19.47% Maronite Catholics, 6.85%h@lox, 4.55% Roman Catholics,
and 2.27% Armenian Orthodox.  The Constitution wagten on the basis of a
Christian majority overall, with the Maronites magiup the majority among Christians,

and with the Sunnis making up the majority among Muslim factions. These
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demographics have changed, with the Shiites demgndiore powers and more

representation.

Another side of this issue is the refusal of th@t&hto allow the expatriates to
vote in the parliamentary and municipal electiooisfear of tipping the scale towards
the other side. This is resulting from the fa@ttimost of the expatriates are Christians.
The fact that 8.2 billion dollars, or 21% of theuotry’s income, come from the money
sent in by the expatriates (IMF figures quoted bsrwhan Iskandar in his front page
article of the dailyAn-Nahat November 21, 2010) should make up a strong push
towards giving the expatriates the right to paptte in the decision making process in

the country, namely being able to cast their votdke parliamentary elections.

In this issue we see mostly a maneuvering to cbtiteonumber of votes rather
than to overthrow the democratic regime, or to sobonflicts from outside the
established institutions. Quite a few laws wermppsed according to the dictates of the
Constitution, and the results were either votedowstalled in commissions, which in
itself shows a respect of the system in place. thhee components of a consolidated
democracy are satisfied to the extent that quitenathey are falling prey to the political
game, within the confines of the democratic rutater than to a skepticism or doubt in

the democratic regime itself.

In the Political Arena, the Lebanese political ligkes place in a traditional

society and a closer look at the political partreéebanon would show them following
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family and religious lines rather than purely goht lines An-Nahararticle /op piece by
Rodrigue Krayem in the Aug 11, 2004 issue p. 18 political parties in Lebanon are
numerous and free to operate. Their number is @rsauenty-eight parties, at last count,
grouped together in different coalitions. They aseially formed along religious lines,
and they do have a predominantly Christian or pmadantly Muslim constituency. The
leaders of these parties are at the same timeré#uktional leaders of the societal
segments. They are elected to the parliament aedpart of the government, and
therefore of the grand coalition. These “elitesttiggpate in the political process through
elections and other democratic institutions. Anrigning mix, then, of western

qualifications and local factors play in the malgeatd the political parties in Lebanon.

On the one hand, the presence of numerous poljiedies is an important sign
of a democratic regime that allows for conflict adifferences. On the other hand, the
majority of the political parties in Lebanon arerfeed along religious affiliations and/ or
allegiance to traditionally prominent families. Tharties themselves are led mostly by
well-known political families, and the party leadepost is handed down from father to
son. They are also represented in the parliamehhawve their own electoral machines to
get their candidates to the parliament, and theysulter from the “complex of the
founding leader” (el-Khazen, 2002. p. 84). The i parties seldom move towards a
philosophy or a political platform and program tigat beyond the personality and the
popularity of the leader to attract followers. Tip@ses one of the major challenges to

the consolidation of democracy in the country: imlemocratic regime, elections are
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usually used as a mean to ensure the accountatiilttye leaders, and if the citizens are
dissatisfied with the performance of the electdttials, they will not reelect them. Not

re-electing an official because of dissatisfactismot the case in Lebanon: the same
leaders get re-elected even though the citizerisfaetion rate is very low. It is a

reflection of the traditional society’s norms whea#legiance to the leader or the
“Za'im” ' is deep rooted and makes it hard for the followtersact as citizens. The
contract ties are still not as strong as thosehef family or village or clan ties.

(Fukuyama, 1996; Weber, 1946 ).

A new study published by Karam Karam on the rolepofitical parties in
Lebanon found that it is closely related to thetmall regime and the electoral system.
That system is based on confessional representatioth aiming to have religious
representation within the parliament. It ensures distribution of seats according to
religion, confession, and region that is pre-deteeth in the Constitution.An-Nahar
Nov. 12, 2008 p. 13). Once the population as al&moves away from thinking along
the lines of political confessionalism, it woulcethbe possible for the system to move
towards secularism. It would be very hard to gethte “laicité” as it is applied in
France. Religious affiliation will have to be takeut of the political arena to reach the
laicité. At this point in Lebanon it seems ashére will always be an influence of

religion in everyday life and in the local tradits

11 Arabic term for leader, usually has the connotation of a clan leader.
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Looking at this arena through the lenses of théudthal, the constitutional, and
the behavioral components, we see that, here beothtee components are present as
they were described by Linz and Stepan. The clgrgavever, if changes were to take
place, are falling prey to the fact that they aceng against the tide of established
traditions and engrained customs and beliefs. régpect to the za'im or to the leader is
too deeply engrained in a traditional society sasltthe one in Lebanon for them to be
replaced by contract ties. The same is true feritifluence of religion and religious

leaders in a democratic system.

Moving on to the Civil Arena, the numerous NGO4 thygerate in Lebanon,
including the powerful syndicates or professiorsdagiations, act as an antidote to the
disengaged individual and a manifestation of aivagiarticipation of the citizens in the
social arena, and through it in the political pssceThe role the NGOs play in Lebanon
does fit the description their role is given in twestern literature, with the important
distinction that they are operating in a traditiosaciety that counts mostly on the family
and the close relatives and acquaintances fortasses rather than on the government’s
aid. When the centralized government is not vefigcieht and results in rigidity in the
delivery of services (O’Connell, 1999) (Salomon99d) the third sector acts to fill that
void. The organizations in the third sector alsmy@n advocacy role and push for change
to satisfy what they perceive as a pressing neetd(R999). Acting as advocates of the

citizens against the government is seldom allowedan-democratic countries. That is

www.manaraa.com



165

why the active presence of these advocacy groupsssong indicator of a free and

democratic society.

In Lebanon the NGOs play a role that is both suppletal and complementary to
that of the government. The challenge to democcaayes in when these associations or
organizations take the place of the governmenty el up replacing the government
when the official agencies are not there to pro\wdsic services to all in an equal and

non-discriminating manner.

This allegiance to the leader of the NGO or thatipgal party that is a result of
services rendered, could weaken the constitutiamahponent of a consolidated
democracy: resolving conflicts would then be dbgeesorting to the leader or his clan
instead of “within the dictates of the law and tgh the institutions established in a
mutually agreed upon process ” (Linz & Stepan 19965). Attitudinally, political
change might either not take place to keep thenzZaii power, or might happen outside
of the “parameter of the democratic formulas” tleatls for accountability through
elections. Behaviorally, the actors are not tryingsecede from the state, instead their

allegiance is to the leader who is part of thengiestablishment.

In the fourth arena, that of the Usable State, wefiwd many challenges caused
by the presence of an armed militia in the countryaddition to the army. The
bureaucracy in the country is not as transparerasoefficient as it should be, and the

citizens’ needs and access to basic services atgeimgy met. In Lebanon, the enormous
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and insurmountable issue of the presence of armedpg on its territory, due to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, deeply complicatesttes. The arms and the use of force in
the country are not a government monopoly, andithatserious threat not only to the
country’s democracy, but also to its safety andikta There are, however, large
portions of the population that strongly believehe fact that the official army should be
the sole armed force in the country. One of thgpmehallenges to the usable state in

Lebanon is the presence of Hezbolfah

The Party of God, an armed and powerful militiat tagists in addition to the
official army in the country, is a serious threatthe democratic regime. Hezbollah’s
armed and strong presence led to clashes betwseareinbers and the Sunni supporters
of the Future political party and coalition led ttye Prime Minister Saad el-Hariri. There
were also confrontations between Hezbollah andrtiméster of communication, between
Hezbollah and the army, the downing of an armycbpter causing the death of the pilot
and wounding the co-pilot, and Hezbollah’'s caustngvar with Israel that brought
destruction, death and displacement to the wholmtcy (July and August 200&n-

Nahar. Those events were reporteddin-Naharon the following dates:

e June 2, 2006: demonstrations and destruction tqepty in a Christian
neighborhood of Beirut following the mentioning thie name of Sheikh Hassan

Nasrallah in a TV station’s comedy show.

12 Which translates into the “Party of God”, another manifestation of the deeply entrenched religious
beliefs in politics.
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e July 13 through Aug 16 2006: Israeli attack on Lmedacaused by Hezbollah’s
kidnapping of two Israeli soldiers in South Lebanon

e October 28, 2006: the political leaders of the msjoflee the country after
receiving threats for not supporting Hezbollahtgwar.

e May 4, 2008: the discovery of surveillance camesa$ in the airport by
Hezbollah and of a separate communication systenthéo party. That led to a
crisis between Hezbollah and the cabinet, espgdiadl communication minister
and the Prime minister.

e May 8, 2008: clashes between Hezbollah and Sumppaters of the Prime
Minister, attack on the Future newspaper and TViastgthe mouth pieces of the
leading Sunni political party whose leader is theme Minister), clashes
extending to other regions causing dozens of deatits a large number of
wounded.

e August 29, 2008: Hezbollah shoots at and downsrary delicopter that was
flying in what the party considers sensitive anedhie South. The Lebanese Air

Force pilot was killed and his co-pilot was wounded

The presence of an armed militia in the countrgitslidifferent reactions from
different factions of the population as shown ia furveys mentioned in this study. The
attitudinal component of a consolidated democraoyld/ be satisfied if the totality of

those surveyed refused having armed militias incthentry other than the national army.

www.manaraa.com



168

As for the constitutional and the behavioral congs, they are undermined by the
existence of the “armed resistance”. The bigglkeallenge to these factors is the fact that
the definition or the raison d’étre of Hezbollale aiot agreed upon by the Lebanese. lItis
seen by its supporters as an armed resistanceg Wil rest of the people see it as an
armed militia that undermines the legitimacy of tgevernment and threatens the
stability of the regime. Another threat to thentbcracy in place in the country is
Hezbollah’s allegiance to a foreign regime rattamntto the Lebanese government. It is
supported financially and politically by the Iraniauthorities and to some extent by the
Syrian regime. The strong ties with the Iraniamamstration come from the obedience

to the Shiite Ayatollahs in Tehran.

As for the efficient and transparent bureaucraeyehs a lot to be desired, even
though some progress is being made in this arear &free decades of war and chaos,
corruption was and is still rampant in the admnmaiste offices and the bureaucracy.
Favoritism and catering to the whims of the za’'imd ghe clan of the za’im makes it very
hard for ordinary citizens to get the services thicl they are entitled from the
government. However, improvements are being madd, ligtle by little quality and

experience is replacing nepotism and bribery.

One thing to keep in mind is that the administejposts are filled according to a
guota that distributes the jobs among the diffesagments of the society. That system

leaves the door open to corruption. On the othadhadministrative proportionality is
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one of the components that Lijphart cited as péra €onsociational democracy. The
Lebanese are very aware of this fact and of thesprg need for reform. That is why two
of the articles of the Taef Accord (May 11, 1989%hich amended the Lebanese
Constitution and put an end to the war that starief®75, aimed at doing away with the
political confessionalism (article 2G) and at waoiki towards administrative

decentralization (article 3A). These two articlesviever, have yet to be put in practice.
This finds the constitutional component of the @biagtion of democracy satisfied in

theory since the Constitution and the Taef accoedcalling for administrative reform.

For the attitudinal factor, the surveys do showatrgnce with the current bureaucracy.
The fact that it is still taking place however Isetobstacle to overcome. Another
challenge is the location of the country in a regibat is overwhelmingly Muslim, and

the Consociationnal democracy was the way to enhweexistence and safety of the
Christians in the country and in the area in gdnefais point was addressed eatrlier in
the challenges’ section, but it bears repeating tha grand coalition that Lijphart

described remains necessary on the highest lexkeajovernment to protect the identity
and the special character of the country. Thermefshould come, and according to the
dictates of the laws, at the bureaucracy level:nwhieing the administrative employees,
their competence and professional experience shioeilthe deciding factors, not their

religious rites.

Electricity, running water, building and maintaigimoads, bridges and other

infrastructure, health care and a social safety @étare government services that are
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seriously lacking and are hit-and-miss in most sifieayond the capitol and the larger
cities. This is where the private enterprise alagshe NGOs steps in to fill the void,
and the NGOs are becoming more dependable and efftcient than the government.
Even though the laws and the institutions are ac@| the facts show that the citizens
both in their behavior and in their attitude do wount on the government to provide

them with services; they do expect it to, however.

The arena of the usable state presents the magtraies to the consolidation of
democracy. It shows the state as weak, incompétgmtoviding basic services, taking
the backstage often to za’'im and his clan, anéfalbrey to corruption. All of these are
factors that lead the citizens to find replacemeatist could fill their needs. The
reputation that Hezbollah has for transparency lamuesty could in a way explain the
popularity the “Hezb” has among its followers, wd#ion to the fact that it is providing
the needed services in its areas: hospitals, sshpaVed roads, and financial assistance.
It is a state within a state, and its leaders atedemocratically elected. However, it is
very important to note that Hezbollah is participgtin the democratic system by having
candidates run for parliamentary elections, and winalso has several ministers in the
cabinet, as representatives of a political pakye could say that what is considered, by
definition, as a threat to the democratic reginee,participating in the democratic
institutions, resolving conflicts most of the tintkerough the established laws and
institutions, and acting as if no other regimedseptable. The Hezb could have easily

thrown a coup d’état and taken over the rulinghef ¢country, they definitely do have the
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needed arsenal. They did in a couple instanceshesearms to force the issues and to
attack their political opponents, as mentionediearl The incident caused a few deaths
and the destruction of the television studios drel iewspaper locales of an opposing
political party. Their arms remain a threat to thgime, are feared by political rivals,

and are provided by a foreign country.

The fifth arena, the Economic arena, in Lebanasetsin a market economy with
the idea of a free market deeply entrenched irLéiimnese culture, tradition, and history
dating back to the Phoenicians. It is affirmed he farticle f. of the Preamble to the
Constitution: “The economic system is the free raadnd ensures private initiative and
the right to private property.” The free marketLisbanon is one of the qualities that set
the country apart from its neighboring Arab cowegriwhere command economies and/or
a rentier state under an authoritarian regimelaenbrm. The higher income in Lebanon
as a result of the free market, the entreprenespailt, strong in comparison with the
surrounding countries, and the higher level of etion'®, contribute to a different

attitude towards democracy and towards government.

With the post-modern values in the background,sibgation in Lebanon stands
out, compared to the Arab countries in the regibabanon differs in that it is a mixture
of highly educated, fairly comfortable society, pessing a free market economy that

relies on services, mostly tourism and bankings &n open society with a high degree of

13 Adult literacy rate at 98.4% for males and 86%fénales in 2007 according to the
World Research InstituteiBarthtrends
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freedom, a high degree of autonomy, of entreprealespirit, and of respect for private
property rights. When the worries of pure surviaeg¢ surpassed, they are replaced by
emphasis on economic independence, education, ahticgd and civil freedoms.
However, as a result of the repeated wars, theupton in the government, the brain
drain and other causes, the middle class in Lebaoapidly shrinking and it is being
replaced by a low-income class. That could possahthreat to the democratic values in
the country. The proliferation of weapons amongitdlah members, added to the
culture of war replacing the culture of democrany af “life” in the areas of high Shiite
population steer the population away from the valassociated with a free democracy.
A culture of war does not provide a good atmospli@réourism and is not inviting to
visitors from outside the country, which serioustypacts the all too important tourism
revenues. A number of services that used to b@ged by the Lebanese in Lebanon are
now based in the Gulf and namely in Dubai or Qatdrese include an international
media center, universities, museums, hotels andrace centers. The exodus of these
services to safer countries is a result of theinairtg conflicts in Lebanon or the threat
of conflicts either between Hezbollah and Israely2006) or Hezbollah and internal

rivals (May 2008).

The importance of education that Inglehart and V@eemphasized in instilling
democracy in a country, and the post-industrializedues they see in developed
countries (Inglehart & Wenzel, 2007), are fallingyto the survival issues faced by the

Lebanese. The well-reputed education in Lebandrec®ming prohibitively expensive,
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whether it is at the minimum required level or la¢ university level. The quality of
education in the government-run schools is goingrdevith less emphasis given to
world languages, and with poorly compensated fgculthe culture of war turns the
citizens away from respecting the day-to-day lang @egulations put in place according
to a democratic process, and replaces them witlfereht set of rules. All of these
issues get in the way of a prosperous, well-eddcanel peaceful economic society. It is
a society where the laws and regulations meantdteqt the individual's property and to
allow for prosperity are taken over by a violenagh that makes it hard for the services-
based economy to survive. During the times whdmhen had a thriving economy and
scored highly on the Freedom House or the Politystbales, the middle class was
prosperous and made up the majority of the pomuatiAt present, the middle class
numbers are shrinking for several reasons, mahdybtain drain and the immigration of
those who can afford it, but also due to the do@nemic circumstances brought upon the
country by the war, by the corruption of those avgrnment and by the constant threat
of violence. That threat comes mainly from thespreee of armed militias, the
occupation by Israel of a couple villages in theitBpand the constant interference by

neighboring countries in the affairs of Lebanon.
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Conclusion and Prospects

Looking at the three components of a consolidatadatracy as defined by Linz
& Stepan, we can say that attitudinally the Lebanascept no regime other than
democracy. Behaviorally and constitutionally we dbat conflicts are not always

resolved within the dictates of the laws of thadlan

Attitudinally, democracy is consolidated when the majority haokas belief that
no alternative to democracy is acceptable as aokgpverning, “when, even in the face
of severe political and economic crises, the ovetmimg majority of the people believe
that any further political change must emerge freithin the parameter of democratic
formulas” (Linz & Stepan 1996: 5). In Lebanon, aad seen through the surveys
mentioned in this study, the citizens’ attitudeasnlestrongly towards democracy, and to

them no other regime is acceptable.

Constitutionally democracy is consolidated when “conflicts are tusbly
resolved within the dictates of laws, procedures iastitutions established in a mutually
agreed upon process” (Linz & Stepan, 1996: 6). Thbanese value the freedoms
offered and guaranteed by the Constitution anduaesl to acting and speaking freely.
The way their conflicts are resolved, however ig¢ abways done according to the
mutually agreed upon process. It is important tepkie mind that these components of a

consolidated democracy are interdependent andastiee, and are difficult to separate.
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Both the constitutional and the behavioral comptmemanifest themselves in ways that

interfere with the consolidation of democracy.

Behaviorallythe democratic regime is consolidated when noifsignt national,
social, political, economic or institutional acttores to achieve his or her objective
through non-democratic or violent means. Behavigralemocracy is the only game in
town “when no significant political group seriousjtempt to overthrow the democratic
regime or secede from the state” (Linz & Stepan6l®). In Lebanon, and even though
there were no attempts to overthrow the regimeethere frequent attempts by different

factions to achieve their objectives through vitlereans.

The citizens’ aspirations are not always satisfeetti they are not always
channeled through the existing democratic instingi the perennial grievances continue
about poor government services, corrupt politiciathe lack of transparency and of
accountability among those who are elected or énekecutive branch. The complaints
are sometimes manifested in sit-ins and in armedlicts, but oddly enough, the same
politicians are re-elected. Behaviorally and adeoay to the definition of Linz and
Stepan, democracy in the country is not consoldlatén quite a few instances the
citizens’ behavior resulted of frustration and digfaction with the government’s
performance and was rather violent. The behavioongd the established institutions and
mutually agreed upon processes to resort to sielashes and armed confrontations. The

sit-in for instance, in 2006-2008, or the clashesvMeen Hezbollah and its political rivals
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in May of 2008, and, the biggest conflict amongnth¢he war that lasted fifteen years,
all are examples of dissatisfaction of the massesarecourse to violence. Granted
some of the violent events were mainly a resuxdérnal factors, but there were violent

occurrences nonetheless.

The disconnect between the attitude of the citizenktheir behavior and the way
they resolved their conflicts is a little puzzlirap the one hand the citizens do not accept
any regime other than democracy, and have a widadprespect and demand for
freedoms, while on the other hand violent behaarad confrontations do take place often
enough to affect the Freedom House and the POdltglassifications. Some of the
behavior would not be tolerated in authoritariagimees: sit-ins, demonstrations and
militias would be crushed. The freedoms in Lelmaniat allowed for the
demonstrations and the sit-ins, and which are effeand guaranteed by a democratic
regime, these freedoms were mismanaged, or theseaomamuch freedom that bordered
on chaos. This reasoning is also that of the Stgndommittee of National Dialogue in
a report mentioned earlier in this study and ptielsin theAn-Naharof July 25, 1975.
That chaos and external interferences are whabléae armed conflicts that lasted from

1975 to 1990.14

14 The Standing Committee of National Dialogue puldista report iPAn-Naharnewspaper on July 25,
1975, on the causes that led to the war in Aprill®75 mentioned earlier in this thesis, some ofrthe
proposed steps to avoid a relapse are:

e “Acall to all to use politics and not violence
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Another disconnect is between the definitions ahderacy offered by Linz &
Stepan and by Dahl and other western authors tly apprestern societies and the
traditional society in Lebanon. The western dabn of democracy has some
limitations when applied in traditional societie®ne critical distinction between the
western societies and the Middle Eastern onesignportance the latter attach to
religion and to religious affiliations. The sep#va of state and religion has not made its
way into the Middle Eastern societies yet. IttiB gery difficult to take religion and
religiosity out of the civil and political arends.Lebanon, the entire system is based on
religious affiliation. A local model of democraogeds to take into account the

important role of religion in politics.

The unresolved challenges shown in this thesisnaialy a result of the major
presence of religious affiliation in politics. &wvthe political parties, albeit numerous,
are formed along religious lines. A case in p@rihe fact that Hezbollah is made up of

a Shiite majority and so is the Amal movement. tTéaves little room for the

e “A modernization of the political, economical, arsbcial regimes along with the
educational and cultural ones, a modernizationithdemocratic and national leading to
the disappearance of confessionalism, to a segola@rnment, and to the sharing among
all citizens of the responsibilities, sacrificesdaights. To the realization of social justice
and to a global developmental planning that leathéocitizen's feeling of personal and
social security and to steer him/her away fromarnak.

o “Deepening of the social and civil conscience amatigcitizens through the family,
place of worship, school, syndicate, party, clulg enedia in a bottom-up and top-down
approach.

e  “Deepening of trust among different factions ireds and not just in words, a trust that
the Lebanese people is capable of self-governimgadrimproving the regime through
democratic means, and through conviction not vicgen
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independent thinking Shiites to express themseiwtt®ut being considered traitors to

the cause or to their confession.

One more important distinction is the blind faitie tcitizens have in their
“za’im”. The traditional tribal leader or powerftdmily leader still is considered
infallible and his decisions unquestionable, and ihore often than not a male leader.
The unconditional trust placed in the za’'im anddbsolute compliance to his decisions
change the role of the political parties in a waagttwould only work in traditional
societies. The reverence the za’im commands anglace in society also need to be
taken into account when we look at democracy irMiddlle East. In a democratic
regime, elections are a way of holding the elecféidials accountable towards the
citizens who voted for them. In a traditional sbgj@lections do not work in that same
way: most voters keep reelecting the same "zabuot’of reverence and fidelity, even

when they are dissatisfied with the services theegament is providing.

Another shortcoming when we apply the western modaltraditional society in
the Middle East, is that it does not take into amtdhe attitude of Muslims towards the
idea of a Nation State. The Muslims, in genera e Islamists in particular, reject the
notion of a secular Nation State in favor of thiartlgc Nation ruled by Islamic law. To
Muslins, there should be no boundaries betweerstite and the religion, and a good
Muslim does not take part in elections nor doesplaEe human choices and human

regimes above the law of God. However they domioid participating in the elections
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game The EconomistFeb. 4, 2006). In Lebanon, where at least Hath® population is
Muslim, with the Shiites making up the larger panti how can we reconcile that position
with a democratic government in place and a diveosgety that also includes more than
a dozen other religious sects? The Lebanese artswbat is to have an all-inclusive
government, a “grand coalition” even with the fang whose philosophy contradicts the
principles of democracy. Allowing all existing pidial forces to participate in the
political process, including those against demograceates an inclusive society. The
media carries repeated declarations from Sunni &hgte leaders calling for the
importance of the diversity in the Lebanese socsetg for the undeniable necessity of
living side by side in the same country with theri€ian citizens. Also, and quite
importantly, there is a large portion of Sunnis ander Muslims in Lebanon who are

indeed secular and do believe in the separatictaté and religion.

This thesis studied a model of a plural societg, immmany components, a
traditional one similar to many others in the regid herefore, this model can be used to
understand the other traditional societies in tlea.aln the Lebanese society, the thriving
and active NGOs and the numerous political papiag a major role in the governance
of the country. They help traditional societiesitaway from fanaticism through
education both in the schooling sense (Ingleh&@y7land Inglehart & Welzel, 2005) and
in the political sense (Fukuyama, 1995 and Putrd®&83 and Putnam, 2000) and by
channeling mass participation into government asrileed in Eldersveld & Walton

(2000). However, it became clear after this stindy the western definitions of political

www.manaraa.com



180

parties and the western description of their fuurdido not apply to the political parties
in a traditional society based mostly on familytiel' he parties are a product of the
society they operate in (Sayah, 2001; Almond & \#e1989), hence the different nature
of the Lebanese parties. Even with their particokure, they still provide a channel for
mass participation and a way to educate the massrg the political issues. The
Lebanese model could therefore be used as a teaiplapread democracy in other
countries in the area, especially ones with segahetdgavages based on religion and
ethnicity. In a region that is a constant scemevi@ent conflicts and is subjected to
authoritarian regimes, the Lebanese model coulasbd as a solution and a prototype to
be applied in other countries. Linz & Stepan ditlwant to “imply that there is only one
type of consolidated democracy. An exciting nevaakresearch is precisely on the
variety of the consolidated democracies” (Linz &&in, 1996: 6). By looking at the
Consociational democracy in Lebanon, this studysamenhance the Linz & Stepan
model with an added component, that of the impagaof religious affiliation in a
traditional Middle Eastern society. That would isnpcknowledging the role religious
affiliation and family or clan affiliation play ithe decision making process and in the

governing process.

Arend Lijphart looked at the Consociational demoygran four western societies
in 1977 and concluded that the regime in Lebanos avauccessful democracy. Today,
however, and after all the events and changedthat taken place in Lebanon and in the

region in general, it will be of a great benefitstee if the democracy in Lebanon still is
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working and if the Consociational format is, afédl; still successful, or at least useful.
Lijphart followed up his 1977 book with another opablished in 1999Patterns of

Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in tJ{six Countries (Yale

University Press) in which he did not mention then€ociational democracy in Lebanon.
His criterion for including democracies in the 19860k was that they had to be
functioning democracies from 1977 to 1996. Durihgtttime in Lebanon, democracy
and all stability were under the wrath of the waattlasted until 1990, and then came the

Syrian occupation.

This thesis picks up from where Lijphart left offspecially after the Cedar
Revolution which started in February of 2005 andulght the Syrian occupation to an
end. It offers a measurement tool tailor-made so@ety and a regime such as the ones
in Lebanon. It will be a tool useful to measure deracy in the surrounding region, in
societies similar to the Lebanese one. It alsddass to the conclusion that a special
model of democracy works better in heterogene@ditional societies. The majority of
the works that studied democracy looked at it ihoanogeneous western society. In
Lebanon, the society is composed of many segmdhtemains mostly traditional, with
blood or family ties still the norm instead of thentract ties that prevail in western
societies. Not too many works studied democracy tnaditional plural society. This
study is attempting to fill that void.

There is no denial that religion is still a maj@ripof the political system in

Lebanon. Taking religion out of politics will elimate the need for a Consociational
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democracy since this system of governance is baseonfessional divisions of the
society. In other similar political arrangemetitsz in Cyprus or in Belgium,
Consociational democracy was determined accordirniget ethnic divide. By taking
religious affiliations out of the political arenthe regime in Lebanon will then follow in
the steps of Switzerland which moved past the Caatonal democracy. In the
meantime, and as long as the society in Lebananreditional society, religion and
family ties play an important role. Even thouglae part of the new generation is

asking for the elimination of political confessidisen, it is taking a long time to do so.

In conclusion and to answer the questions pos#tedieginning of this thesis, it
could be said that the Consociational democradyebanon still faces quite a few
challenges before it can be described as consetidakhe challenges are a result of
external and internal factors. Also, the modebusemeasure the consolidation of
democracy in Lebanon had some shortcomings bedadisenot address the specificities
found in traditional societies, namely the blurrofgimits between religion and politics

to some segments of society, the political culamd the importance of family ties.

The model that would apply to a society like the anLebanon should include

the following components:

Consolidated democracy = behavior + attitude + ttti®n + religiosity and tradition in

an autonomous state.
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For democracy to be consolidated in Lebanon cettamngs have to be changed.
The political confessionalism has to be phasedtbat,will prove to be a tough issue
especially that the regime is based on a “granditayd to protect the rights of the
religious minorities in the country. By definitidhe “Consociational democracy “ is
based on a grand coalition between the differegmeats of society. In Lebanon the
segments are based on the religious affiliatioprtdect the different religious
confessions. Also by definition a Consociationaindcracy is meant to be a temporary
or a transitional regime leading to a western sti@mocracy. That takes us back to the
previous point proved in this thesis and it is tiat western style model of a consolidated
democracy did not work in Lebanon. It did not workmost of the other countries that

Lijphart looked at either, with the exception ofigerland.

It is time then to rethink the relevance of the debse political system. The
present system that allows for the division oftthethree political posts among the
major religious confessions should be enhanceddsreentralization of the government
services and bureaus. Giving the different cosrdied towns autonomy to manage their
own affairs and budget under the locally electegarsand boards will lead to more
efficiency and accountability. It will also safyghe constant calls by the younger
generation surveyed irSpringhints to move away from the political confessionalism

and focus more on competency.
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That model could also apply to the other traditiauieties in the region that are
currently undergoing a lot of changes. A democnagime that is a product of a local

traditional society could very well be the altematto an authoritarian regime with a

single official religion.
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Appendix A

List of Political Demonstrations in Lebanon

Appendix A is found in a Supplemental file: Sprelagets showing lists, dates and
numbers of arrests or injuries resulting from tbétgal demonstrations from 1970
through 2009. There are three spreadsheets divid@dcording to major events in the

country.

The first spreadsheet lists the events from 1971D#b, the year when the war started in
the country. The second spreadsheet picks up aga®p0, when the fifteen-year war
came to an end as a result of the Taef accordsé&tend spreadsheet continues until Dec
of 2005. In 2005, and triggered by the assassinati the Lebanese Prime Minister

Rafik Hariri, the Cedar Revolution put an end te 8yrian occupation of the country and
started a new chapter in the country’s politicl.|The third spreadsheet lists the

political demonstrations from 2006 through 2009.

The spreadsheets are:

Dems 1975.csv

Dems thru 2005.csv

Dems thru june 09.csv
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Appendix B

The Surveys

The Attitudinal Factor in Determining the Consolidation of Democracy

Attitudinally, the democracy is consolidated whkea majority holds the belief
that no alternative to democracy is acceptablevaayeof governing, “when, even in the
face of severe political and economic crises, thewhelming majority of the people
believe that any further political change must egadrom within the parameter of
democratic formulas.” (Linz & Stepan, 1996 : 5)

The following surveys go back to 1995, the earla@silable on the topic at hand.

They include studies that were done in the yeate@Byrian occupation that lasted from
1990 to February of 2005 following the assassimabibPrime Minister Rafik Hariri and
the resulting Cedar Revolution. The surveys dorntbat time period were done under an
oppressive authoritarian regime. It is remarkabé the answers were frank and actually
criticizing the regime and the system in placeis klso expected for the responses to
show a perception of lack of democracy and didsation with the way the government
is run. The Syrian authoritarian regime was ialtobntrol of Lebanon’s political
machine and at the helm of the Lebanese governmidmd.people’s attitude towards
government under the Syrian occupation was thdtrefa restrictive regime and its
controlling the mechanics of the government in @lache surveys used in this

dissertation were either made public by the orgetan that conducted the study in line
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with their mission to educate the citizens, or theye made available at the
organization’s offices. To study the people’statte towards democracy a multitude of
guestions were asked, and each survey used questatrstudied one or more of the
different components of a democratic regime. Thasged from the freedoms
guaranteed by a democracy to the accountabilitiiage in government and the role of
political parties. The surveys will be listed iclaronological order rather than by topic
mainly because of the major events that took plad¢ebanon in that period and how

they affected the Lebanese citizens’ attitude td@aemocracy.

The Surveys: a Chronological list

1995: Lebanese Institution for the Permanent CiviPeace: Political parties.

A survey mentioned in Farid El-Khazen's study ba Lebanese Political Parties
for the Lebanese Center for Policy Studies: theesuwas done in 1995 to study the
commitment of the Lebanese adult citizens to tHeigal parties and associations, only
10% of those living in the larger cities said thegre committed to a political party, with
62% of the respondents refusing to be connectddpualitical parties. As for the
capacity of the political parties to offer effe@igolutions to the problems facing society,
69% of the respondents saw that political parteamicate matters rather than help with
solutions. 51% expressed their doubt as to thaagpof the political parties to enhance
the democracy and unity in modern societies. (Shydbdo Ka'l inParties and

Political Forces in LebanarmAntoine Messara editor. Published by the Lebanes
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Institution for the Permanent Civil Peace. 1996¢gl#Khazen, 2002: 61) It is important to
note that this survey is dated 1995 as the cowmisycoming out of the ravages of the
war between the armed militias of, among othes different political parties. The
citizens have not yet recovered from the atrociiethe war and as a result are now
under the occupation of the Syrian regime. All éastthat lead to an unfavorable view of

the political parties.

October 1997: Information International: Political life, Performance of the
Government and of the Politicians.

A Study done and published by Information Interoradil in three parts: Political
Life in Lebanon, Performance of the governmentaingbliticians, and The Three
Presidencies and the Deputies of the Five Mohagazat
The samples were taken randomly from the majoesciti all five mohafazats (counties)
of the country, with a larger number taken in Bebecause of the higher population
density. The religion distribution was taken iatcount by doing the survey in different
neighborhoods and suburbs according to the rekgioajorities living in a
neighborhood. The percentages of the respondedé&xiarp being as follows: 31.3%
Sunni, 26.8% Maronite, 15.4% Shiite, 12.9% Greeth@tox, 6% Druze, 2.8% Roman
Catholic, 2.5% Protestant, and 2.2% Alaouite. fgkdhe gender distribution it was 60%
male and 40% female. Age distribution was foruhder 40 years old group, those aged

between 40 and 60 years, and those over 60 yeageofThe survey was conducted in
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October of 1997.

The first question asked if there was a democgatiitical life in Lebanon: over
half (57.9%) of the respondents answered negatiwdlife 42.1% of them saw that
Lebanon is a democratic state. Of the 57.9%, 3%8&@that government is controlled
by a mafia of rulers, while 25.1% saw that it isdese they lack the freedom to express
their opinion, while 21.4 % saw that it is a rexflforeign interferences, and 11.1% saw
that those in power do not listen to the peopl@%bof these respondents did not know
the cause of the lack of democracy, and 3.2% satittis a result of confessionnalism.

Asked whether there is true opposition in the Lelsarpolitical system, 45.7%
saw that political opposition does exist while 38.5aw that there is no opposition in the
true sense of the word, that it is simply a sup&ffiopposition and mostly for the
appearances or to satisfy personal aspirationgeMas no significant difference among
the respondents to this question as a result afegemales and females were roughly
equally divided in their responses.

Religious factor There were considerable differences along thgioeis lines in the
response to the question about whether or not thkerelemocratic political life in
Lebanon: 60.5% of the Christians saw that thermidemocracy in the country in Oct of
1997 while 39.5% saw that there was. Among thelihss55.8% saw there is no
democracy and 44.2% saw that the political liféhia country is democratic.

As for the existence of a true opposition 44.3%hefChristians saw that there is no true

opposition, while 54.7% saw that there is a pdit@pposition group. Among the
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Muslims 61% saw that there is no political oppasitgroup, and 38.2% answered yes to
the existence of a political opposition group.

It is important to note that among the religiousugps surveyed there were large
discrepancies between their answers along relidinas: 88.5% of the Roman Catholics
respondents, 74.6% of the Shiites, 67.6% of theolitas, 49.7% of the Sunnis, 47.1%
of the Greek Orthodox, 45% of the Alaouites, 43@&%he Druze, and 21.7% of the
Protestants saw that there is no democratic paliliie in Lebanon.

As for the existence of a true opposition group, litlghest percentage of those who do
not see it come from among the Druze respondeiit8%®), followed by the Sunnis
64.8% and then the Shiites 52.1 %, 50% of the Ro@&tholics and the Alaouites
respondents, and then 47.8% of the Protestantd4b&o of the Orthodox. The
Maronites had the lowest percentage: 43.3% of M@smre not finding a true and
efficient political opposition group.

Regional factor There were marked differences also along regilomas, with those
living in Beirut (74.7%) and the Mount Lebanon (I#) areas having the highest
percentage of those who do not see the polititabs democratic enough, with the
lowest percentage (32.2%) in the Bekaa valley regio

As for the regional distribution of the responsethie existence of a true political
opposition, the highest percentage of respondentging the existence of a political
opposition came from the South (72%), where bothRRime minister and the Speaker of

the parliament are from. Beirut was next with £856) and Mount Lebanon (50.7%)
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followed by the North (49.4%) and the Bekaa vallg§.8%).

Age factor 50.9% of the respondents over 60 years of agdlsawxistence of a true
political opposition, while 48.6% of those agedviltn 40 and 60 years saw that there is
opposition, and 34.7% of the respondents undereédsyof age.

Income factorDistributed by income the respondents were diviaeébllows:

77,8% of those earning $1000 or more per month 68n%% of those earning between
$500 and $1000 a month, with 52.8% of those earbpétgyeen $500 and $300 a month,
and 50.4% of those earning less that $300 beliéhvatdthere is no democratic political

life in Lebanon.

To the question whether there is a true politiggdasition 50% of those earning less than
$300 a month saw that there is political opposjtaomd 48.1% of those earning more than
$1000 a month agreed, followed by 44.8% of th@saieg a monthly income between
$300 and $500, and 43.6% of those earning betws@® &d $1000 a month. It should
be noted that the official minimum monthly wagea isttle under $300.

Education factor:the higher the education level the less likelyrdspondents were to
find the political life as democratic: 70% of thasarying technical or professional
diplomas saw that there is no democratic politiéalin the country, with 64.1% of high
school graduates, 62.5% of those in higher stu@it%, of university researchers, 59.7 %
of complementary level students (Junior high), 4Adi% of those with an elementary
education. There was no marked difference irréBponses according to education to

the question that dealt with the existence of a fraolitical opposition, with still the
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highest percentage of those denying the existehagolitical opposition coming from
those with the higher education.

The second section of the study asked about spgdifiticians, and that is not relevant
to our purpose here.

Of the third section of the survey the most relévprestion asked about the attitude of
the respondents towards renewing the mandate giréseédent (which is not conform to
the Constitutional dictates): over half of the @sgents (56.8%) refused the renewal of

the President’s mandate.

February through September 1998, published In 2000'Marsad Al-
Democratiyah Fi Loubnan” (The Democracy Watch In Léanon):Importance Of
Liberties In Lebanon, Of Political And Civil Rights.

This study was published at the end of nine symyosirun by the Joseph and
Laure Moghaizel Foundation, in cooperation with Eneopean Union. The reports were
published in Arabic under the title “The Democr&@atch in Lebanon”. Beirut, 2000
with Antoine Messarra as editor. In a study putdcsin the Marsad p: 331-415 and done
for the symposiums, Abdo Ka'ee and Suzanne Azaducted face to face interviews
with 496 randomly chosen men and women from alloregjof Lebanon and from
different demographics and socio-economic backgtsurmhe interviews were done
between February and September of 1998. They add@ma the importance of liberties

in Lebanon, political rights and civil rights.
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The distribution of the samples were as follows:

Gender:

49.5% women 50.6% men
Ages:

21.6% aged between 16-24 years
32.3% 25-34 years

21.6% 35-44 years

13.7% 45-54 years

And 10.9% 55 years and older
Education:

11.5% illiterate or elementary level
29.4% complementary level
31.9% secondary level

And 27.2% University level
Professions:

2% executives

18.5% small business

12.7% management

19.2% employees

7.3% workers

21% housewives
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15.5% students

And 3.8% unemployed

The results included the following:

Asked about the importance of the freedoms tham filie basis of a democratic society:
83% saw freedom of expression as important

76% the right to work

75% social securities

72% freedom of thoughts and religion

72% equality towards the law

68% freedom to choose how to raise one’s kids

68% freedom of information

68% freedom to choose one’s work or whether to work

66% right to free and secrecy protected elections

60% freedom of movement and travel all over thentgu

59% right to question and to hold politicians anel &dministration accountable
57% right to protest or to be in the opposition

56% right to go on strike

49% right to assemble

48% right to travel outside the country

47% right to equality and to justice in judiciahdiings or decisions

18% right to start a political party
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15% right to start a professional syndicate
Of the respondents who saw that ftreedom of expressioras the most
important, the highest percentages came from tileaxfimg groups:
91% were aged between 16-24 years
87% were women
88% were students
87% were employees
86% were middle management
85% had a secondary level education
Of the respondents who said that tigint to work was the most important, the
highest percentages came from the following groups:
91% of those from the Bekaa valley and 90% of #spondents from Tripoli
86% of the higher socio-economic strata
80% of those between the ages of 16-24 and bet@&dd
78% were women
The respondents who saw tiheedom of religion and of thoughtas important
had the highest percentages coming from the foligwgroups:
90% from Tripoli 87% from East Beirut (majority G$tians) and 71% West Beirut
(Sunni majority)
83% from the higher socio-economic groups

78% from the 44-45 yr olds
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78% from the workers
77% were of the lower education level
75% were of the university students
The respondents who saw that tleeedom of assemblys essential were made
up of
82% of those who lived in the North and 63% of thaso lived in the Mount Lebanon
58% were of the University students
57% were of the middle Management
57% were of those who were singles
55% of those aged between 16 and 24 years of age
54% of those from low socio-economic status
Of the respondents who chose the rightdatd accountable the politiciansand
those who are in the administration
72% of the respondents from Mt Lebanon and thensoattown of Sidon
67% of higher socio-economic status
63% of University students
And 53% had only elementary level education or Wwelo
Of the respondents who chose duriality towards laws and judgments
89 % of those from East Beirut (Christian suburbBeairut who bore the brunt of the
Syrian occupation and persecution) 90% came frapolirand 68% of West Beirut

79% of the low socio-economic status
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76% of the university students or of secondarylledecation
And 75% were women
For thefreedom of the pressthe majority of respondents came from the Nofth o
the country 94%, and 78% from Zahleh the largeshtand a Christian town in the
Bekaa valley
81% e of the middle management
77% of the lower middle
76% were of employees
72% were women

72% university students

For the right tdree and secret elections
89% were from the Bekaa valley, and 85% of Mt Ledyan
74% were students
74% of the lower mid socio economic level
72% aged 16-24
71% university graduates

70% secondary students

23 September - 5 October 2000: Information Internabnal. Opinion poll:
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Post-Parliamentary Election: Between Theory and Pretice.

Of the questions asked in this poll, a relevanttonthis study asked the
respondents if they participated in the last paréatary elections. A large majority of
the respondents, 73.4% answered affirmatively, évenly 41.1% of the respondents
believed that the elections were honest to a meeleéegree, and 25.4% saw it honest to
a high degree, and 17.8% honest to a low degrésn with the high degree of
participation, it is important to note that 29.38twsthat there were foreign intervention in
the elections and 68.9% of these respondents sxktifat there was a Syrian
intervention in the elections. 30.0% said theyrtl know if there were any
interventions, keeping in mind that these electimok place during the Syrian
occupation of the country. 52.4% of the respotslerere satisfied with the electoral
process, 31.3% were not satisfied, and 16.3% didkmaw.

For this survey the sample consisted of 1,350 medpuats, 64.1% of which were
male and 35.9% were female. 43.6% of the respdadegre aged between 21-34 years;
35.3% between 35-54 years; and 21.1% were ageddbbwer. Marital status: 64.1%
married, 31.1% single, 3.2% widowed, 1.4% divorcéducational level: elementary
and below: 9.7%; intermediate 24.%; Secondary 31Atyersity + graduate studies
32%; vocational studies 2.9%. Monthly Householtbime: less than $250: 7.4%; $250
- $500: 37.5%; $500 - $1000: 40.1%; $1000-$1500B%; $1500-$2000: 3.1% and
more than $2000: 0.6% keeping in mind that the mimh monthly wage is somewhere

between $250 and $300. The margin of error i2:8%.
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2000: Information international commissioned by theUNICRI:
Constitutional and legal faults of the 2000 electiolaw.

Published imlAn-Naharnewspaper on two consecutive days, May 12 and 13 o
2005, the study unveiled the constitutional an@légults of the 2000 election law. It
also uncovered the many infractions that took pthaeng the days and months leading
up to the parliamentary elections of the year 2808 during the elections. The article in
An-Naharis based on the same Information Internationalystnentioned above, and
added more details to the events that took plamenakrthe 2000 elections. It also
showed many instances where the system was matagutaprovide a pro-Syrian
majority in the parliament and consequently a pyag® government. Tens of thousands
of Kurds, Palestinians and Syrians were granted éii@nese nationality through a
decree rather than a law, and whose vital recorts wlaced in specific areas of the
country to tip the population make-up in favor loé foro-Syrian candidates. (Information
International study, 2000). The same study undei&espread “gerrymandering”
throughout the electoral districts, interferenced pressure by the Syrian forces and
security agents. Buying votes and buying candglatg of the process were also
reported in the study. Unfair and uncontrolled asde media outlets, and the
unregulated use of the media by candidates, edlyetiase who already hold official
positions, or those who possess the financial m@ahsy unlimited access, all of the

above mentioned factors gave an unfair advantagerte candidates against others
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according to the study.

December 2000: Information International: Freedomof expression

This survey, aimed at, among other topics, gautfiegespondents’ opinion
about the extent of their belief in the freedonexpression in the country.” The survey
was done in December of 2000 in Beirut only.
To the open question whether there is freedom pfession in Lebanon, on average 60%
of the respondents said yes, 29.1 % said no, 2id%ad know and 8.2 % found that
there is some form of freedom of expression. Hspondents were from the capital
distributed equally among the capital’s neighbodwwith their different political
leanings and religious affiliations. The highestgentages of “yes” respondents came
from the Sunnis (Msaitbeh neighborhood 76.1% sayex), and Shiites (Shiyah
neighborhood 70.1 %), while in the Christian neigiitmods the “yes” response rate

ranged between a 46.3% and a 56.7 % , for a comlaverage of 51.1%.

September 2001. Information International. Opinionpoll on Government
Performance After 200 Days and Again After 300 Days

“The poll covered all Lebanese territory, with 12fi@estionnaires proportionally
distributed in the six Lebanese Provinces (Mohdjada terms of gender, the
guestionnaire was distributed as follows: 70.6 ¥mfi@les compared to 29.4% for

females. The respondents covered all age grouptheCGfample 14.3% were aged 18 to
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24, compared to 23.4% aged 25 to 34, 31.1% aged 85, 19.6% aged 45 to 54 and
11.6% over 55 years old. In terms of income, theontg of respondents (37.8%) earn an
average of US$500-US$1,000 per month, compare@.8%4who earn US$200-
US$500, 9.6% between US$1,000 and US$1,500, aftl Between US$1,500 and
US$2,000. Only 7% of those polled have a monthtpine of less than US$250, while
2.5% have earnings exceeding US$2,000. The questi@ was distributed to different
professional sectors and included the differentosseconomic strata and the six main
confessions.

Of the questions and results of this poll releardur topic, one question asked
about the accountability of the present governmaedtwhom it should answer to. In the
200 days poll the results were as follows: 49.84d the government should answer to
the parliament, 29.6% said the government is resptato the people, 9.6% did not
know, 8.8% chose the NGOs. When the same polre@esated after 300 days of the
government in power 37.4% of the respondents sa@&dibvernment is responsible in
front of the parliament, 44.4% said the people2¥®did not know and 7.2% said the
government should answer to NGOs.

Another question that is relevant to the consalhadf democracy in Lebanon asked the
respondents if they agreed on the establishmeanafitary government. 77.7% said
No, 11.0% said yes, 8.6% did not know, and 2.7%ewet concerned. Broken into
confessions, 71% of the Maronites refused the poisgiof a military government,

73.7% of Greek Orthodox, 88.6% of Roman CathoB&8p of Sunnis, 75.9% of Shiites,
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and 77.3% of Druze.

September 2003: Information International: Administrative reform.

A random sample of 600 Greater Beirut residentsewarveyed between 25-29
September of 2003. Of the respondents 72% were amal 28% were female. Age
distribution was as follows 26.6% aged 18-24, 2%#da24-34, 21.6% aged 35-44,
12.1% aged 45-54 and 10.7% over 55 years of ape.slirvey addressed the need for an
administrative reform and how to go about it. fie uestion of how would real
administrative reform be realized, the highest odteespondents, 20.6%, called for the
application of the lllicit Wealth Law. 20.2% wadtéhe elimination of the confessional
system of politics, 17.9% called for the adoptid@m onerit based system, and 16.7%
proposed the dismissal of corrupt employees. li2§gested restructuring the public
sector and 11.4% called for an end to politiciangrference in the administration.

What is mostly relevant to our study is the nedgdsiadopt a merit system in the public
sector which implies getting rid of the confessimystem in politics, an issue at the root
of the challenge to the consolidation of demociadye country. There were many calls
recently to put an end to the political confessalism. Those calls were set into motion
in 1992 as a result of the Taef accord, and dfienew parliament was elected according
to the new division of seats, where half of thdiparent seats go to the Christians in all
their different rites, and the other half goinghose of the Muslim confession.

However, putting an end to the political confesa@ism, and even though it was called
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for in the Taef accord, was never put into practidaother call by the speaker of the
Parliament in 2009 to start the phasing out ofpbiiical confessionalism was met with

skepticism, cynicism, and accusations of hiddenvast

April 2003: Information International: The Lebanese war and its purpose.

A survey published in An-Nahar newspaper on tH¥ @2April 2003. On the
anniversary of the start of the Lebanese war, A@jla survey of a sample of 600
Lebanese citizens in the greater Beirut area & ¥9males and 40.2 % females, ages
ranging from 15 to 55 years (19.4 % aged 15-24sye&@#.1% aged 25-34 years, 28.8%
aged 35-44 years, 11.9% 45-54 years, and 7.8%5®vgears of age) with incomes
ranging from $200 0.7%, between $500 -$1000 38224,% an income between $500 -
$200, 20.3% $1000-&1500 and 5.9% over $2000, waskeed about the causes and
results of the war and the Taef accord. The suwasyconducted between thé"idnd
the 13" of April.

10.2% only believe that the war accomplished thp@se for which it was started
87.7% believe that it did not accomplish any ofgtgls whatever these were. These
results were not influenced by the religious adfiton of the respondents.

49% of those surveyed suffered damages from thethv@majority of them (32%) lost
their homes.

44.5% are for bringing to justice the leaders ef different militias and political parties

that participated in the war.
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37.8% believe that the Taef accord brought a gkarporary end to the war while

32.5% believe that it brought a long temporary end.

Antelias 12-13-14 December 2003. The Fourth Natioh&onvention on
Democracy and Youths Participation in Public Life.

Present at the convention were many universitygssudrs from different
universities and different confessions. There vadse students from countries other than
Lebanon who participated in the convention: thaye from Jordan, and Syria, but
mostly from Lebanon and all of its different mohedts (counties). Different faiths and
both genders were equally represented.

The young participants insisted on having or cregtihe "human-citizen society called
civil society”. (p. 8 of the published study)

The cornerstone of democracy and of the resultiseo€onventions could be summarized
in the importance of the youths’ participation ubfic life in its “three-pronged

foundation: democracy, participation and publie”l(: 16)

2004: Information International: Elections are necasary even when
fraudulent. A study published in iMonthly of August 2004. Aatified sample of 600
residents in the Greater Beirut area, between2lléof June 2004, was interviewed face
to face. The sample was made out of 51.2% maBe8%ilfemales. 21.8% of the sample

were aged 18-24, 30.5% aged 25-34, 23.4% aged 352489 aged 45-54 and 11.8%
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over 55 years of age.
The majority of the respondents, 72.5%, supp@ripitinciple of elections in principle:
51.2% of those who responded see that electioow &lir the opportunity to freely
express opinion and 21.3% see the elections asaasion to hold the representatives
accountable.
13.3% of the respondents see the elections asifigvibre rule by the majority rather than
by those who are competent and 13 % see it asl@éuercise in a developing country.
This result came even when 70.2 % of the resposdaw that the 2000 parliamentary
elections were fraudulent. Even with the conceptiwt there are widespread
irregularities and fraud in the elections they stk worth having.

It is worth noting that 46.9% of the respondent&enideir own list of candidates
rather than using the full lists as they appedratBhows independence in thought and a
good exercise of the voting right rather than dipfdllowing the official lists. Also
44.7% of those polled favor an intellectual asrrdadate, compared with 31.3% who
prefer a veteran politician, 11.2% prefer a busmean and 6.6% prefer a religious

candidate. 6.2% prefer a military man.

2004: Beirut center for Research and Information: mlitical parties and
confessionalism.
A report published in October of 2004 about thetall parties states thathe

political parties in Lebanon could play a majorerol steering the country away from
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political confessionnalism and from the systemtbanl religious affiliations. However,
the fact that the political parties in Lebanon haveeligious identity” causes a major
obstacle to the move towards political secularism.

The overwhelmingly religious identity of the patigil parties leads to a
membership that is limited to one religious affibm, stamps the political party with the
religious affiliation of its leader, and makesiitfidult for that leader to play a national
role separately and away from the one in his/Hegiogis group.

The political parties are also built around thespeality of the leader rather than
around a political philosophy. The leader is cousatly followed blindly without
guestioning and the political party is then treasgroperty handed down from father to
son.

(Beirut Center for Research and Information, IS$S8MAEL, Oct 2004)

December 2004. Information International. Opinion wll: The Extension of
President Lahoud term, the new government and resotion 1559. iMonthly. Issue
30. The election of the Lebanese President is goveogdte dictates of the
Constitution. Renewing his mandate during the&@yaccupation through an
amendment of the related article of the Constituti@s a cause for disagreement among
the Lebanese and was not supported by a large mwhtieem. The Information
International poll looked at the Lebanese attittmeards this extension of the

President’s mandate. 51.8% of the respondentsatidee a problem with the term
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extension, while 35.8% opposed it, and 12.4% eeplli don’t know”. It is important to
note the majority of the Druze, 66.7%, and of therdhite respondents, 52.9% of them,
opposed the extension and the manipulation of thesttution to do so. On the other
hand, majorities of the Shiites respondents, 61&%,of Roman Catholics (60.7%) were
for the term extension.

The poll also asked the respondents about disarph@zgpollah: “49.5% of
respondents are against disarming Hezbollah, v&81¢6 who support the move and
11.8% who are
Indifferent.” The majority of the Shiite (85.5%@nd Sunni (63.1%) respondents were
against the disarming, with a majority of the Matemespondents (72.6%) and the
Catholics (78.7%) and Orthodox (54.5%) were foadisng the “Hezb”.

A notable result is that 75.9% of the respondergsevin favor of the presence of
female ministers in the government. For this pshjch was taken 3-8 November 2004,
the sample was “of 1,250 people distributed acketmnon, in face-to-face interviews.
The gender distribution was 55.7% male and 44.3%afe. However, 5.8% of females
approached refused to participate, mainly indigatimo interest in politics”. The age
distribution of respondents was as follows: 15.18tween 15-24 years, 26.7% between
25-34, 27.3% between 35-44, 19.5% between 45-54) Between 55-64 years and 2.9%

for those over 65. The poll's margin of error i942

2005: Information International: Elections and Syrian withdrawal: Opinion
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poll published iniMonthly in May of 2005, issue 3tMontly polls the Lebanese: 84.7%
for the election in May, 74.1% with the Syrian Witawal. The poll asked a sample of
Lebanese in the Greater Beirut area between 7-1il ZG95. “The majority of the
respondents (83.6 %) said they would participatbénelections, while 7% had not

decided yet and 9.7% stated that they would n@t peict.”

2005: Zogby International: Attitude towards democrecy.

The Zogby study was done through face to facevigess with randomly
selected citizens in several Arab countries incigdiebanon where six hundred
randomly selected citizens were interviewed. Tthdyswas commissioned by the Center
for Democracy and the Rule of Law. Of the questiasked three are of interest for the
purpose of this thesis to test the Lebanese attitotards democracy:

- Do you identify with the Lebanese identity fistwith the religious identity first?

- Do you conceive a political regime in Lebanon ottiean democracy?

- Do you trust an elected Islamic government ttofelthe rules of democracy?

In response to the last question, whether to anstlected Islamic government to
follow the rules of democracy, 36% of the responsiémLebanon did agree. Christians
in Lebanon were most skeptical - just one in figglghey believe an Islamic government
would abide by the laws of a democracy.

The majority of the respondents in Lebanon identiith the Lebanese identity first.

This result is echoed by the 2007 Springhints —MimelGap survey on this specific
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guestion. Also a majority of the respondents indredn did not see a regime in Lebanon

other than democracy.

11-13 Feb. 2006: Statistics Lebanon: Freedom to demstrate.

A poll done through direct interviewing of a dieissampling of 400 respondents
residing in Beirut, Mount Lebanon, the South, Natid the Bekaa valley, divided
equally by gender and with a variety of age groupise different social status and
education levels were also equally representece destion that is relevant to the
purpose of this thesis addressed the freedom obdstmation: 49.25% of the respondents

are opposed to the decision by the governmentrialbenonstrations in the time being.

18-22 March, 2006 : Statistics Lebanon: Extendingie president’s term.

A poll done through direct interviewing of a clussampling of 400 respondents
residing in Beirut, Mount Lebanon, the South, Natid the Bekaa valley, divided
equally by gender and with a variety of age groupse different social status and
education levels were also equally representedmRhe questions asked in this survey
one is relevant to the topic of this thesis: itextbkhe respondents whether they were in
favor or against the extension of the term of tineent president at the time. The
extension is against the dictates of the Lebanesst@ution. 80.7% of the respondents
were against the extension. The percentage washoth among the Christian

respondents (89.10%) and Muslim respondents (75.4lik&. Another sign of the
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Lebanese citizens’ attitude that sees that no aystem is acceptable except democracy,

and what is dictated by the country’s constitution.

19-24 April, 2006 : Statistics Lebanon: the army ishe only armed forces in
the country?

Direct interviewing of a cluster sampling of 40@pendents residing in Beirut,
Mount Lebanon, the South, North and the Bekaa yatlevided equally by gender and
with a variety of age groups. The different sostaltus and education levels were also
equally represented. From the questions askddsrstirvey one is relevant to the topic
of this thesis: it asked the respondents if tha@yktkhe Lebanese army should be the only
armed forces deployed in the country. A majority® % answered “yes”, 19 %
answered no. the majority of those responding withes” are Christians (95.51% of the
Christian respondents said yes) while only 39.46%e Shiites saw that the army

should be the only armed forces deployed in thenttgu

August 28- September 1st, 2006 : Statistics Lebanothme attitude towards the
army._A poll done through direct interviewing of a clessampling of 400 respondents
residing in Beirut, Mount Lebanon, the South, Natid the Bekaa valley, divided
equally by gender and with a variety of age groupse different social status and
education levels were also equally representedmfhe questions asked in this survey

the one that is relevant to the topic of this thesked the respondents if they thought the
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Lebanese army capable of defending Lebanon agana#t if given the necessary arms
and equipment. 80.25% of the respondents belleatelie Lebanese army is capable of

defending Lebanon if provided with the proper weaago

October 28 and November T 2006: Statistics Lebanon: Support for the
army.

Another poll conducted by Statistics Lebanon of dlii@ens spanning the whole
country and including members from different ageugis and socio-economic and
religious affiliations, between October 28 and Nober £' had results that confirmed
that same idea, with 82% of the respondents appgayi the Lebanese army getting
support and weapons from the west, and 67.75%eofedpondents want the Lebanese
army to secure the borders. The support came miosttythe Druze respondents
(92.31%), the Christians (81.53%), followed by Swnnis (75.93%) with the Shiites
having the lowest approval rate for the army deplegt (33.94%) keeping in mind that
Hezbollah is made up of Shiite membership. Algs important to note the fact that this
poll took place right after the Israeli invasiontbé country and its destructive war

against Hezbollah.

July 26, 2006. Pew Research, Pew Global Attitude &ect: Muslims’ attitude

towards religion and politics.

A survey that looked at Muslims attitudes in selbtaslim countries in the

www.manaraa.com



234

Middle East that included Morocco , Jordan, Lebamo Turkey. Lebanon’s Muslims:
Relatively Secular and Pro-Christian But Supportferrorism and Anti-Semitism are
Widespread. “Muslims in Lebanon are less likelydentify primarily with their

religion, rather than with their country, with e¢jaambers saying they think of
themselves first as Muslim (30%) and saying thenidy primarily as Lebanese (30%).”
Also, in 2006 Lebanese Muslims and Christians hmpstive attitude towards each
other: 86% of Muslims have “a favorable opiniorGifristians, by far the highest rating
of Christians by any Muslim public.” 82% of Chiats have a “positive view of
Muslims”. As for the importance of religion in ihéves 54% of Lebanese Muslims said

it was very important compared to 96% of Moroccmsnstance or 86% of Jordanians.

November 2006: Information International in collabaration with the Social
and Behavioral Sciences Department in the Americabniversity of Beirut: The
Lebanese follow their leaders; prefer peace, but arready to fight for their family,
country, and religion.

“The poll was conducted between November 18-2762001500 women and
men (55.1% of the respondents were male and 44.88 female) in the different
Lebanese areas respectively and according to tieesvim each areas, also respectively
and the numbers of voters of each confession setheeas. Respondents were of
different ages and different social levels and mes.” The first section of the poll

looked at personal and social identity, using airdpscale with 0 being not at all and 6
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being “to a very large extent”. The most highly ersd identity was the family with an
average rating result of 5.38 (6 being the hightedipwed by country at 5.31, then
religion with 4.75. The Islamic Nation or the Aralorld had the lowest ratings of 3.24
and 2.96 respectively.

The second section of the questionnaire measuesdetyree to which the
Lebanese favor their own confession, are loyahtbfallow their leaders, and their
religiosity. The data revealed that they havedisyleadership affiliation, are highly

confessional, highly religious and perceive theoup to be threatened by other groups.”

October 2006. Information International: opinion poll: the Lebanese divided
behind their leaders over critical matters.

800 persons were polled with an even distributimo@g confessions and from
the various mohafazats (counties). The genderilalision was 61.1% male and 38.9%
female due to the refusal to participate on thé plathe females. The age distribution
was 24.4% aged 18-24, 23.5% aged 25-34, 20.7%3dd, 16.9% aged 45-54, 10.7%
aged 55-64, and 3.8% over 65 years old. The mafgerror was +/- 3 with a 95%
confidence interval.

The relevant results of the poll showed the williags of the Lebanese to “ show
remarkable and strong loyalty to their leaderseyralso have shown a great resistance to

any change in their loyalty, signifying the rigigibf Lebanon political and social
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symbols.” Another interesting finding of this pdlthat the Lebanese tend to “perceive
issues through the eyes of their leaders moretti@nconfessions.” 25% of the
respondents had answers that “diverged from théessional-patronage affiliation.”
“Age, gender and education do not significantleeffthe political opinions of the

Lebanese people on critical national issues.”

August 9, 2006.An-Nahar survey in cooperation with the YMCA, the
International Association for Administration and Tr aining, and the Colloquium for
Parliamentary Dialogue: The definition of democracyand source of information.

The survey wapublished in theAn-NaharannexNahar el-ShababA sample of
1050 randomly chosen Lebanese from all sectioseakty were polled, of which 779
were valid. The respondents were aged from judeuh8 years of age to over 47 years
old. Males made up 55.2% of the total number spoadents and 44.3% were females.
The margin of error is between 0.5 and 1.2. Threesushowed that 90% of all surveyed
knew the definition of democracy as the rule ofpkeple by the people. These
respondents who knew the definition had at ledsgla school education and from all
social ranks. Those who could not give a corretihd®n of democracy were either
illiterate or with an elementary level education.

Other than education another source of informingesmedia: to those between 33 and
39 years of age 59.3% get their information froen itiedia, with 53.8% of those under

18.
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Asked if they had practiced democracy in one wagrmther 98.4% of those over 47
years of age answered affirmatively, with 92.4 o$tgraduates. Half of the young people
who were polled saw that joining a political padya road to leadership. 94.8% of the all
surveyed respect others’ opinion with only 1.8%idwe in using force to impose their

opinions.

Spring 2007:Le printemps des interrogations (Springhints - Mirie
gap)Attitude of Lebanese towards different aspects aflemocracy.

A major study published in the Spring of 2007 addressed the attitude and the
opinion of the Lebanese towards democracy. Senghints — Mind the Gagtudy
surveyed university students and Internet usehe ages were mostly between 18 and
30 years old. Even though the sample did not dekil age levels but it did include a
cross section of the population that included ajonpolitical parties affiliation,
different socio-economic levels, and all regionse Burvey posed a total of 31 questions.
| will cite the questions that serve the purposthf thesis, and skip the ones that are not
closely relevant to our topic.

The first questionasked: “In your opinion, does the Lebanese Cartiiit
complicate by its nature the political life?” Inéstingly enough 77.8% of the university
students and 77.0% of the internet respondentsaaesvaffirmatively. They considered
the confessional system instilled by the Constituin obstacle in the way of an

egalitarian democratic regime, distributing goveemtnand parliamentary seats according
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to a complicated power sharing formula among dsiféreligions and confessions.

Question 2asked if the required consensus between politetggious factions on
key issues, if that consensus got in the way ajlgective and constructive treatment of
social problems (education, justice, security, theehre, economy, etc.)?

The answer was a 61% yes among university studet$2.6% among internet
respondents.

Question 3asked if the representation according to theimlgand confessional
affiliation, since it is born with the individuaitizen, if it leads to allegiance to the
relatives, persons and families rather than tos@ewl political programs.

54% of the university students and 63.6% of thermét respondents answered
affirmatively.

Question 5asked if the project of political “deconfessionsation” or moving
away from confessionnalism towardsiti&” as it is stipulated in the Taef accord,
contradicts the principles of consociational deraogr or as it is described in the survey,
of “consensual democracy”?

41.4% of university students and 43.3% of the mgerespondents said yes,
while 58.6% of the university students and 56.3%heflnternet respondents answered
negatively. A slight majority then sees that thiereo contradiction between the Taef
agreement’s calling for an end to political confesalism and the nature of the
consociational democracy.

The lacité in Lebanon is seen very differently from the omesay France where there is a
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complete separation between the state and the K£hsra result of the French revolution.
In Lebanon the religion is closely related to héw individual citizen sees
himself/herself. The religion is an integral parbae’s heritage, and “our respect of the
religious takes on the dimension of loyalty to @aneast a loyalty that is as natural as it is
gratifying.” (Springhints 2007 : 41)

Question 16:along those same lines, of the results of cordestism, asked
about what would threaten the long term presendkeoflifferent religious communities
in Lebanon, the majority or 57% of the universitydents and 57.8% of the Internet
users answered the actual confessional systent2&.the university students and
25.3% of the Internet users saw it threatened byabit¢, and 17.3% of the university
students and 17% of the Internet users saw thatthreéhe deconfessionalization.

Question 7made up of 4 sub-questions addressed the legsslatbdifications
needed to alleviate the allegiance to the confagsidavor of that to the country. Sub-
guestion 7-4 asked specifically aboditi. It defined lécité as the total separation
between civil and religious instances. 60.4% a¥ersity students and 72.% of Internet
respondents answered “yes, immediately” with 170f%niversity students saying may
be some day and 21.9% answering negatively, vai3186 of Internet respondents
saying may be some day and 14.! % saying no.

Question 9addressed the possibility of the Islamizationhaf tountry’s laws by
asking if it is possible that one day the Coraaig ivould “impregnate the Lebanese

Constitution”. A majority of 71.9% of universityuslents and 70.5% of Internet
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respondents answered negatively.

Question 12asked if in a country where freedom of expresgqrotected by the
Constitution, whether the religious figures shood#dspared from criticism, comic jabs
and satire. 62.9% of the university students ah@% of the Internet users said yes.

Question 25asked the respondents about their overall impressi lacité:

24.2% of university students saw it as the margiaibn, almost oppression, of
religions, 50.3% saw it as an inescapable dimersi@my real democratic practice,
38.8% as a protection of religious practices irtladir diversity, and 15.3% as an easing
of moral values. 14.1% of Internet users saw # agarginalization of religion, 51.7% as
dimension of democratic practices, 43.7% as a ptiote of religious practices and

11.9% as a loosening of the moral values.

27" of July, 2007:An-Nahar newspaper poll: opinion polls show Lebanese’
primary allegiance to leaders not to programs

The poll showed that the Lebanese people’s prirakegiance is to the “za’im”
or leader rather than to the political programsstédy conducted by Information
International, surveying “a sample representingetdions and sections of Lebanese
society” showed that 65.5% of the respondentsisay show allegiance to the leader.
There is a tendency to worship the leader, deey tvere “half-deity”. They are
followed blindly even if when they switch positiofthey also fill the role of providing

services to their followers in the absence of aegoment. The void left by the
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incompetence or lack of basic services normallyioed by a functioning government is
filled by the “za’im”. All of the above mentiondédcts lead to the immunity of the

“za’'im” against accountability and having to ansueethe electorates.

June 2006 to April 2008: The Lebanese Opinion Advisy Committee
(LOAC) in a collaborative effort with the Internati onal Republican Institute (IRI),
and Statistics Lebanon: Attitudes towards the natiaal identity, voting and
democratic institutions.

This study was through a series of opinion pollsravperiod of time extending
from June 2006 to April 2008. The polls examineel Lebanese Public Perceptions and
attitudes towards the National Identity, Voting d»eimocratic Institutions.

The first opinion poll of the series took placeidgrthe period from June 14 to
July 10 of 2006 It was conducted shortly before the Israeli - H@lh war in 2006. It
focused “on public perceptions of the Lebanesenatiidentity, voting and democratic
institutions.” The sample was of 2400 responddrggibuted geographically across the
country in urban and rural areas, and among diftesecio-economic groups. The ages
were of 18 years and above. The survey, condultdedto door, found that the
Lebanese “express firm national allegiance, vievilremselves primarily as Lebanese
and secondarily as a member of a sect or a religf@n7% of the respondents said that
they were Lebanese first and then a member of tbkgious sect. The poll also found

that “There is a strong belief in democracy andngpamong Lebanese, particularly as

www.manaraa.com



242

preferable to autocratic or theocratic alternative.4% of the respondents found that
“voting is a duty for every citizen who has thehtigo vote.” which shows a strong
commitment on the part of the citizens to the demwncregime. 79.1%, a strong
majority, agree “that voting in elections is imgort and that the voting process can
change reality.” “85.4% of the respondents belighat the purpose of voting is to select
the right people to rule Lebanon, regardless af phaitical party or sect.”

89%, “the overwhelming majority of those polled’dafacross sectarian lines”
support a “democratic government and reject tha ttat extenuating circumstances
would justify a non-democratic government.”

“A majority of the respondents support the Taefégmnent, which states that
Muslims and Christians should receive an equal rarrobthe 128 seats in the
Parliament.”

Other notable results:

91.4% of the respondents consider participatiathénelections to be a way to
“improve the future.”

80% said they would ultimately make their own decis when voting rather than
follow the directives of the religious leader. &8 are the most likely group to follow
the instructions of their religious leader, 44.284h@ Shiites said they would consider it
as “their duty to follow a religious order, compamgith 12.8% of Sunnis, 12.6% of
Christians, and 9.9% of the Druze.”

62% of the respondents “prefer voting for candidaepresenting political parties or
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groups”

November 15 - December 11, 2006. Public opinion p&la collaborative effort
among the International Republican Institute (IRI1), the Lebanese Opinion Advisory
Committee (LOAC), and Statistics Lebanon: Perceptins of politics, leadership,
and current cvents in Lebanon.

The sample was of 2400 respondents distributedrgpbgrally across the
country in urban and rural areas, and among diftesecio-economic groups. The ages
were of 18 years and above. The survey, condultiedto door, found a “high degree of
nationalism and a strong belief in the importaniceating and the democratic process”.
A clear majority (86%) of the respondents, “frorhrajions and sects- opt for non-
violent, democratic and legal means of achieviraytpolitical ends.” 13% said “they
would patrticipate in a potentially violent demoumsitons in order to achieve their
objectives.”

“While the vast majority of Lebanese are not memalwéra political party, 78% of
the respondents expressed a preference when askeu political party best represented
their point of view.” Asked which political partyest represented them, “the answer “no
one” received the highest percentage of 21.92%.”

“the overwhelming majority of Lebanese support géalcnethods for political
transition and reject the use of violence. A cleajority (86%) - from all regions and

sects - opt for non-violent, democratic and legabns of achieving their political ends.”
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Most of the respondents do not plan on joiningktipal party in the future and
are cynic about the parties’ role. On the otherdhd the majority of those polled believe
that non-governmental organizations can have dipesmpact on public policy in

Lebanon. “

May 14 - June 11, 2007: Public opinion polls, a daborative effort among the
International Republican Institute (IRI), the Lebanese Opinion Advisory
Committee (LOAC), and Statistics Lebanon: Perceptins of politics, leadership and
events.

The polls looked at Perceptions of Politics, Leatgr and Current Events in
Lebanon.
The sample was of 2400 respondents distributedrgpbgrally across the country in
urban and rural areas, and among different somo@uic groups. The ages were of 18
years and above. The survey, conducted door tg tmond that “national identification
continues to be strong. Seventy-one percenteofdbpondents claimed they were
‘Lebanese first, member of a religious group setbnd

“Significant numbers of Lebanese believe that atsmh to the crisis can come
through a peaceful process. A majority of respotslésiv%) believe that the solution to
the current political crisis can be achieved thiopgaceful means; however, 29% fear
that the solution will come through some degreeiaence, and 14% think it will lead to

or result in open armed conflict.” 35% of the r@sg@ents see that the primary cause of
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the current conflict and the sit-in in downtown Beiis a result of an “international and
regional conflicts”.

70% of the respondents support the current “arnauege of equal representation
between Christians and Muslims, which was put acelwith the Taef Accord”. This
number “represents a 15 point increase in supgdheoTaef Accord since the November
- December 2006 survey.”

Political parties “tend to receive blame for Lebasdroubles. Most respondents do not
belong, and would not consider belonging, to anitipal party. One exception is an
extraordinary high level of potential participatiamong young people in Lebanon. Of
those who would consider joining a political par@o are between the ages of 18 and
39. That is more than twice the number than waeolasider joining a party in any other
age category.”

“While 63 % believe that religious leaders showdftain from active involvement in
politics through making political statements, mtiven seven in ten respondents (72%)

believe that political leaders should consult wehgious leaders.

December 29, 2006 to January 2, 2007: Statisticebanon: Sit-in in the
downtown area.
After the political protests against the governmargurvey using direct personal

interviews and cluster sampling from a sample & #&pondents residing in various
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areas of Lebanon and comprised of an equal numdarlfoth genders and a variety of
age groups. It also was made up of a varietyadnme levels, educational levels and
sects. Asked about the demonstrations and sit-in@ downtown area to show
opposition to the government the responses wete8% strongly support the sit-in,
29.75% strongly oppose, 18.5% oppose, and 18% si)p65% refused to respond.
(51% support and 48.25% oppose the sit-in).

Asked if taking to the streets was an acceptabletovahange a regime “as opposed to
doing it through democratically elected instituspA3.75% answered affirmatively, 41%

answered negatively, 13.25% answered “I don’t knamd 2% refused to respond.”

May 7-14, 2007:Information International : opinion poll: The Lebanese less
supportive of the ongoing sit-in: divided over thepresidential elections and with the
Tribunal but with conditions.

This poll was taken 5 months after the previousdmge by Statistics Lebanon.
In the Statistics Lebanon survey the majority @ tespondents were for the sit-in in the
downtown area as a sign of protest against thergowent. In the Information
International survey, five months later, the resatem to show a different attitude
among the respondents towards the sit-in. Thenmdton International survey was
conducted between May 7 and May 14, 2007. Theesumas published in the issue 60
of iMonthly, the printed voice of Information Intetional. The opinion poll was

conducted “on a sample of 1000 citizens in diffetsgbanese areas, with a proportional
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distribution based on the number of residents hacetectoral size of each confession in
each Mohafaza.” The respondents were 57.5% mald 2586 females, 20.6% were
aged between 18-24 years old, 30.9% between 2284 wld, 25.1% between 35-44
years old, 14.6% between 45-54 years old, 6.5%dmv65-65 years old, and 1.9%
above 65 years of age. 0.4% refused to revealdigei. “Respondents were distributed
in all social and professional categories. Thegmmaof error was +or- 1.8%
The poll had the following results:

More than half (56.8%) of the respondents wereregdhe sit-in in the
downtown area. It is important to note that thearigj of the Shiite respondents (77.5%)
were for the sit-in with only 18% of the Shiitegrpagainst it. 87.25% of the Druze

respondents were against the sit-in, 87% of thenSuand 65.2% of the Maronites.

November 2007. The Center for Strategic Studies #he University of
Jordan in collaboration with Statistics Lebanon. Mfews of democracy, views of
religion, views of citizenship, views of public instutions.

The project, the Arab Barometer, conducted surueysany Arab countries,
aimed at establishing a data base in those cosritegarding politics, religion, culture
and society.” In addition to Lebanon, the coumstrieere the Barometer was started were
Jordan, Morocco, Algeria, Egypt, Yemen, Palestamel Kuwait with cooperation with
the University of Michigan — Ann Arbor and Princetdniversity.

The sample in Lebanon was made up of 1200 residara distributed
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throughout the country. The Results of the AraboBeeter Survey in Lebanon, that are
relevant to the purpose of this thesis, showedjamty of the Lebanese believing that
democracy is the only acceptable regime in the wguthat very little could justify the
trampling of human rights and freedoms, and tleédriging to the country precedes the
clan or the family. The survey also showed a dsdtof the politicians (members of the
parliament, the prime minister or the politicalggzs). The detailed results were as
follows:

“1. Views of Democracy.

a. If you have to choose one, what is the mostritapbfeature of
democracy?
The ability to change governments through electiBts3%
Freedom to criticize those in positions of powet.8%
Reducing the gap between rich and poor 19.8%
Providing basic needs, such as food, housing, kxhlireg to all individuals 27.7%

b. What is the second most important?
The ability to change governments through electith§%
Freedom to criticize those in positions of power720
Reducing the gap between rich and poor 22.9%
Providing basic needs, such as food, housing, krthlireg to all individuals 34.9%

c. Do you agree or oppose the following statemBetnocracy may have its

problems but it is better than any other form ofgmment.
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Agree Strongly 46.9%
Agree 42.1%

Disagree 6.8%

Disagree Strongly 1.1%”"
Other 3.2%

d. To which degree to you believe it is justifiediisrespect human rights in

Lebanon for security?

To a large degree 4.1%

To a moderate degree 10.4%
To a small degree 9.5%

Not justified 72.2%

Other 3.9%

e. What is the appropriate political system for &ebn: A Parliamentary
system were various parties compete against onthanthrough elections
Very appropriate 36.5%

Appropriate 30.8%
Appropriate to a certain extent 11.6%
Not appropriate at all 17.9%
Other 3.2%
2. The Place And Role Of Religion In Public And Rate Life

a. What is your primary social or geographic group
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Family/Clan/Tribe 44.8%
City/Village/Camp in which you live 1.8%
Governorate in which you now live 1.2%
Lebanon generally 47.2%

Other 5.0%

b. To what extent do you think the following staets are appropriate
Religious leaders have an impact on political dens
Agree strongly 3.0%

Agree 14.3%

Disagree 35.9%
Disagree strongly 45.3%
| don’t know 1.2%

c. To what extent do think the following statemean¢sappropriate: Religious
practices are practices that must be separated feeonomic and social life
Agree strongly 53.6%

Agree 28.1%

Disagree 11.8%
Disagree strongly 4.9%
| don’t know 1.1%
Other 3.2%

3. Focus Of Citizenship
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a. Did you participate in the last parliamentary elections which took place
Yes 61.9%
No 35.3%
Other 2.8%
b. In general, what is your interest in politics
Very interested 25.9%
Interested 32.8%
Interested a little 21.9%
Not interested 19.1%
c. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Politicians are
interested in the needs of the average citizen?
Strongly Agree 5.3%
Agree 12.3%
Disagree 35.6%
Strongly Disagree 44.1%
Don’t know 1.5%
4. Views Of Public Institutions And Confidence In Their Efficiency
a. I will name several institutions,  want you tell me your degree of confidence
in each of these institutions: the Prime Minister
A high level of confidence 14.9%

A moderate level of confidence 16.2%
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A small level of confidence 10.8%
Not confident at all 55.8%
Don’t know 1.4%
b. 1 will name several institutions, I want you tell me your degree of confidence
in each of these institutions: The Parliament
A high level of confidence 12.4%
A moderate level of confidence 26.8%
A small level of confidence 16.6%
Not confident at all 41.6%
Don’t know 1.7%
c¢. 1 will name several institutions, [ want you tell me your degree of confidence
in each of these institutions: Political parties
A high level of confidence 5.8%
A moderate level of confidence 15.4%
A small level of confidence 15.4%

Not confident at all 59.7%"

2007: Information International: opinion poll: Mili tary takeover,
Hezbollah’'s arms and Hezbollah and the Army.
“The Majority of Lebanese Support Holding a Refehe@m on Lebanon’s

Identity. 62.6% Favor a Temporary Military Takeavi&onthly, issue 65 : 2-8
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December ¥, 2007. The poll was conducted October 22-28, 200@ sample of 2000
Lebanese distributed by Qada’s based on the e a&iae and the confessional
distribution which was as follows: Maronites 24.67.9% Orthodox, 5.2% Catholics,
3.1% Armenian Catholics, 1.2% Christian minoriti2g,2% Sunnis, 26.1% Shiites, 5.6%
Druze, 0.9% Alaweetes, 0.2% did not specify themfession. The sample was divided
equally gender wise, and distributed equally antheglifferent age categories and
income levels.

One of the questions addressed the respondentstattowards Hezbollah's
arms. 59.4% of the respondents agreed with thensént that the arms were necessary
to face Israel until the liberation of the Shebf@ians, 34.3% did not agree with that
statement and 6.3% did not know. 36.6% see the asmot necessary after Israel’s
withdrawal form the South, 54.1% do not agree whtt statement, and 9.3% did not
know. The breakdown of these numbers along théessions lines were as follows:
91.6% of the Shiites consider Hezbollah’s armsexessary to face Israel, while only
22.5% of the Druze, 34.6% of the Catholics, 53.8% e Orhtodox, 55.5% of the Sunnis
and 42.8% of the Maronites agreed with that.

Whether Hezbollah’s arms reinforced the Shiitethatexpense of other
confessions in the country: 36.5% agreed with sketement, 51.3% did not see it that
way, and 12.2% did not know. On the question thatfact that Hezbollah is armed
played into the Syrian-Iranian agenda the respasdanboth sides of the issue were

equally divided with 42.7% not agreeing with thi@tement and 42.7% agreeing with it,
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and 14.6% did not know. 62.2% see that Hezbolalulsl merge with the regular
Lebanese army, 21.8% against that and 16% didmewk Looking at the responses to
this question along confessions lines: only 49.1% e Shiites agree with that, compared
with 78.4% of the Druze, 71.9% of the Sunnis, 56af%he Catholics, 57% of the
Orthodox, and 61.4% of the Maronites. On the olfagrd 8.5% see that Hezbollah
should be disarmed against 82.9% who disagreethatidisarming of the Hezb and 8.6%
did not know.

To the question “ In your opinion should the Lelsmarmy take control of the
country for a temporary period?” 62.7% of the mspents answered affirmatively,
30.5% were against the idea, and 6.8% did not kn@fvthe Maronites respondents
60.5% were for compared with 66.5% of the Orthocespondents, 43.3% of the
Catholics respondents, 50.9% of the Sunni respdad®h.4% of the Shiites respondents,
and only 22.5% of the Druze respondents.

The 62.7% of the respondents agreed with the itathe army should take over the
control of the country for an interim period of #rand only until the election of a
president and the formation of a new cabinet angeged. It is important to note that it

is only a temporary measure and a result of a fsalgmate and a sit-in in the capital that
crippled its lively downtown area with all its bossses, restaurants and tourist

attractions for over a year.

March 28 - April 8, 2008: Public opinion polls, a ollaborative effort among
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the International Republican Institute (IRI), the L ebanese Opinion Advisory
Committee (LOAC), and Statistics Lebanon: the Taefthe Constitution and the
Confessionalism.

A follow-up to the previous polls conducted in éuland December 2006 and in
May 2007. The same procedures were followed wighraple of 2400 Lebanese
comprised of “proportional subsets of the majorfessions - 924 Christians, 660 Sunnis,
660 Shiites and 150 Druze. Proportional quantiifesther variables - age, sex, region,
and income level - are also factored into thedathple.”

The majority of the respondents to this poll (6G#6iyrmed the necessity to keep
what the Taef agreement established in equallyohgiup the parliament seats between
Christians and Muslims. Asked about how deeplysgithed is confessionalism in the
society and the Lebanese political system 60% (4066gly agree with the statement
and 20%agree) of the respondents see that “pdlacdessionalism is historically and
deeply rooted in Lebanese culture and it cannoeb®ved, even if the will existed to do
so.”

Per definition a democratically elected governntexg the monopoly on the arms
and the leadership of the armed forces. Thatsdiseissue of the arms bearing
Hezbollah and its role in national defense and whaalled “armed resistance”. The
results of a question in this poll about whether‘tResistance should have sole
responsibility for national defense” only 3% of tlespondents saw that Hezbollah

should bear the sole responsibility for nationdedse. 51% see that national defense is
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the responsibility of the government armed fordese with the remaining 45% seeing
that it should be a joined effort between the goment forces and Hezbollah. It should
be noted however that 82% of the respondents whe $4iites said that the national
defense should be a joint effort between the gowent armed forces and Hezbollah.

As for the attitude towards the Constitution ancethler it should be untouchable
and followed to the letter: 51% of the respondeats that it is “not permissible to
circumvent the constitution under any circumstaric@se other half saw that it could be
done in some circumstances to preserve nationgl.uBroken down into different
confessions 41% of the Christians see it permissbtircumvent the constitution in
some circumstances, 43 % of the Sunnis agree higlpbint compared with a high 72%
of the Shiites. The Druzes have the lowest peaggnB84% see it possible to circumvent
the constitution in some circumstances. (pleasdlseInformation International opinion
poll done in December 2004 about the Hezbollah aamd the attitude towards

amending the Constitution, with similar resultgtzes LOAC poll.)

June 2 -9" 2008: Information International: Lebanese citizers’ attitude
towards politicians.

The survey polled the Lebanese about their attitadeards politicians in general
and towards leaders of each religious group: ‘ftliecovered 1000 Lebanese from
across the country”, with 55.8% male, and 44.2%alem The margin of error was +/-

2.4. The notable results were that 78.4% of tspardents do not trust politicians.
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Addressing the citizens’ allegiance to the “za’im’each confession, 97.4% of the Shia
are loyal to Hassan Nassrallah (the Hezbollah Baaal 96.7% of the Shia see that
Nabih Berri, the leader of Amal, the other Shiayatlied with Hezbollah, has an
excellent or good performance. The loyalties antbiegChristians to their leaders is not
as high and they have more than one leader, cochpatie a high degree of loyalty 75%

of the Sunni respondents to their one uncontestadiel Sa’ad al-Hairiri.

June 2 -9", 2008 . Information International : Position towards Arab and foreign
countries.

“The poll covered 1000 Lebanese from across thatry’, with 55.8% male,
and 44.2% female. The margin of error was +/-Z:e respondents were polled about
“their position towards Arab and foreign countriedations with Syria and other issues.”
The results showed that the Lebanese positiongtisnerab and foreign countries
reflect greatly the attitude of their za'im towattist country. Notable are the answers to
the question that asked whether clerics should feeslith politics: 57% of the

respondents said that they should not.
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